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27 February 2010  

No Heath cliff-hanger 

Heath     33     v     Castleford   1XV  18 

Another depleted Castleford squad suffered their third Yorkshire One defeat in a row against a 

side they had beaten by over sixty points in the home game back in September.  

There was no inclination of the turn-around to come as the Castleford pack, including new back-row 

signing, Gareth Burns from Wheatley Hills, completely dominated their counterparts in a one-sided 

first half.   

CastlefƻǊŘΩǎ ƛnability to turn their massive possession  into points cost them dearly in a second half 

when Heath used their home ground slope to full advantage to pin the visitors in their own twenty 

two for long periods with towering high kicks that tested full back Ian Mattison and wingers Martin 

Dye and Luke Kenyon, keeping the visitors on the back foot.                                                            

Castleford denied themselves a gilt-edged opportunity to take the lead inside two minutes instead 

taking a quick tap and were made to pay when full back, Ben Littlewood slotted a similar penalty 

opportunity to gain the lead. Outside half, Carl Paterson levelled things with a second penalty 

attempt after unluckily hitting the upright with his first attempt.                                                                                       

The cohesive Castleford pack used their weight to good effect at every scrum disrupting the home 

feed and gaining valuable metres by forcing the Heath eight back on their own put-in. Castleford 

took the lead from a five-metre scrum when the pack headed over the line for scrum half, Nathan 

Davies to touch the ball down. 

Unfortunately, Castleford could not convert numerous chances to add to their lead with Heath 

absorbing their superiority with some excellent stonewall defence. To make things worse, Littlewood 

reduced the lead to two points with a penalty just before the half time break.   

Heath regained the lead inside three minutes of the restart when a cross-field move was finished by 

winger, Josh Lister. Three further tries followed in quick succession with catalyst outside half, Giles 
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Hetherington central to the revival. The first came when the Castleford pack were pushed over their 

own line from a five-metre line-out, with second-rower, Ian Spence emerging with the ball.    

IŜǘƘŜǊƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƴŜŀt run-around split the Castleford defensive line as he raced untouched to the 

corner, and scrum half, Neil Francis put the game beyond the visitors as he darted in under the posts 

from a five-metre scrum. Castleford rallied and they were awarded a penalty try late on which 

Paterson converted. The last word went to Hetherington with a well-taken drop goal.                                                     

/ŀǎǘƭŜŦƻǊŘΩǎ мл-man game plan came unstuck in the second half and on no occasion did they vary 

things by sending the ball wide to test the Heath backs.                                                         

New-comer, Burns made an excellent debut with powerful, metre-busting runs and was easily the 

pick of the bunch. Castleford  entertain top-of-the table, Wheatley Hills at home next Saturday with 

a 3pm kick off. 

 

20 February 2010  

bƻǘ /ŀǎǘƭŜŦƻǊŘΩǎ 5ȅŜ 

Dinnington 20  v Castleford 1 XV 14 

A much changed Castleford side ran Dinnington close in a tense competitive match.  

Dinnington struck first when the Castleford defence knocked on near the touchline, and believing 

the ball had bounced on the line failed to react allowing Dinnington to scoop the ball up and break 

the defensive line to score a converted try. 

Castleford levelled within 6 minutes when stand-off Carl Paterson chipped into the corner for flying 

winger Martin Dye outpace the defence and score a try converted by Paterson for a 7-7 scoreline. 

Castleford then lost scrum half Nathan Davies to the sin bin following a tackle from and offside 

Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ŀ ǘŀǇ ǇŜƴŀƭǘȅΦ /ŀǎǘƭŜŦƻǊŘΩǎ мп ƳŜƴ ŘŜŦŜƴŘŜŘ ƘŜǊƻƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ мн ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΦ 

With the return of Nathan Davies Castleford appeared to ease a little but the pack were guilty of 

allowing a Dinnington forward to break on the edge of a ruck to score a converted try near the posts 
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to give a 14 ς 7 lead. Just before the break Dinnington were awarded a penalty which resulted in a 

17 ς 7 half time lead. 

Castleford stuck to their task well for the next 20 minutes despite the loss of flanker Simon Davies 

for not releasing the ball quickly enough in a tackle. Castleford were the next to score when another 

Paterson allowed winger Dye to outpace the defence for his second try, again converted by 

Paterson, to reduce the deficit to 17 ς 14 and set up a tense last 15 minutes. 

Castleford upped the pressure but despite going close twice the Dinnington defence held. 

Dinnington worked their way up field and almost scored themselves before Castleford regained 

possession. Castleford spun the ball the width of the field to give winger Dye space, he outpaced the 

cover and was approaching the fullback when he was pulled back for a disputed forward pass. 

Dinnington were awarded a penalty for the verbal protest giving a final scoreline of 20 ς 14. 

This was a tremendous defensive display from Castleford, which but for the 2 momentary lapses 

would have given them a good result. Flying wing Martin Dye and standoff Carl Paterson took the 

eye for Castleford and young winger Luke Kenyon gave a solid display on his first team debut.    

20 February 2010  

Cougars Maintain Title Push 

Castleford Cougars 21 v Dinnington 2nds 0  

The Cougars had to dig deep against a game Dinnington outfit to record their fourth clean sheet of 

the season. The victory stretched their unbeaten run to seven games and maintained their 

pressure at the top of Yorkshire Merit Two.  

Both teams began slowly as they strove to come to terms with the sticky underfoot conditions, and 

it took 15 minuǘŜǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǿƛƴƎŜǊΣ 5ŀǾŜ tǳǊǎƎƭƻǾŜ ōǊƻƪŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΩ ŘŜŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ ƭƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 

mazy fifty metre run from inside his own half. Dale Turner was on hand to carry the move forward 

and only last-ditch defence prevented the score, as the outside half was tackled just short.  

Skipper, Ian Mattison led from the front with a near-perfect display at full-back, safely collecting 

numerous high balls under pressure and creating excellent attacking positions with his accurate kicks 

to touch.  
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Scrum half, Graeme Eadie was busy throughout the afternoon and his quick delivery from a ruck on 

half way put Turner in space. Centres, Paul Philpot and Gareth Grant-Mills carried play downfield 

and Pursglove finished the move to squeeze in at the corner and open the scoring.  

Despite further pressure late in the half, with winger Lee Pickup unlucky not to score after a 

powerful surging run, the Cougars were unable to add to their 5-point lead.  

The Castleford pack began to gain in confidence from the start of the second half as the front row, 

Matthew Fisher, Nigel Owens and Steve Clough provided the platform to gain cleaner ball for the 

backs. Strong bursts from second rowers, Graham Pearson and Stuart Morley forced the visitors 

onto the back foot and they conceded a penalty which Mattison slotted to increase the lead.  

Further concerted pressure brought two further penalties and Mattison was again on target adding 

the second from five metres in from the touchline.  

John Lloyd and Neil Mattison came off the subs bench and were soon in action with penetrating 

runs. Into the final quarter, the Cougars decided to play a more expansive game and Pursglove 

appeared to touch down out wide from a pin-point Turner kick but the referee was unsighted and 

ruled a five-metre scrum.  

Another cross field assault soon made amends as Pursglove turned provider when he straightened 

before feeding Morley who capped a man-of-the-match performance by powering in at the side of 

the posts. Mattison added the conversion to seal a deserved victory. 

13 February 2010  

Back down to earth 

 
 Castleford 1 XV 12 v Yarnbury 21  

Castleford were brought back down to earth with a bang as they were beaten by Yarnbury in 

Yorkshire One. Both teams were under-strength but it was the visitors that rose to the occasion to 

gain a deserved victory.  

Debutantes, prop, Alex Bremer and flanker, Stuart Morley joined the reshuffled pack with Dave Reed 

suspended and skipper, Chris Willett injured.  
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Castleford made the best possible start with a cracking backs try. Centre, John Bramham sliced 

through the visitorsΩ defensive line before passing to centre-partner, Steve Hayward. Fullback, Craig 

Jeffels carried the move forward before off-loading to Lee Land. The winger cleverly dummied inside 

before turning the ball outside to supporting flanker, Joe South who crossed for the score.  

The try stung the opposition into action as they gradually grew stronger in self belief and took the 

game back to the home side.  

Winger, Jason Avison began the fightback with a penalty before winger, Mark Dixon took full 

advantage of some abysmal Castleford tackling to side-step his way over for the try, as the visitors 

stretched into an 8-point half time lead.  

/ŀǎǘƭŜŦƻǊŘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƘŀƭŦ ōǊƛǎƪƭȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ ²ƛƭƭŜǘǘΩǎ ōǊǳƛǎƛƴƎ ƘŀƭŦ-time tirade, but were unable to 

turn pressure into points.  

Indeed it was Yarnbury who increased their lead when centre, Jason Avison finished off a cross-field 

move. Outside half, Steve Riley added the conversion before turning the screw with a penalty 

following a high tackle.  

Castleford then decided to play and had their best spell in the final quarter. They reduced the gap 

with a well-worked try from a 5-metre scrum. Skipper-for-the-day, Simon Davies detached from the 

scrum base to feed scrum half, Nathan Davies. Outside half, CŀǊƭ tŀǘŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŦǳƭ ǎƘƻǊǘ ōŀƭƭ Ǉǳǘ 

Hayward in space to power over at the side of the posts. Paterson slotted the conversion to put 

Castleford within a converted try.  

/ƻƴŎŜǊǘŜŘ /ŀǎǘƭŜŦƻǊŘ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ŦŀƛƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǳƴƭƻŎƪ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳōōƻǊƴ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΩ ŘŜŦŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ final surge down-

field resulted in a penalty which Riley kicked to put the game beyond the home side.  

¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ /ŀǎǘƭŜŦƻǊŘΩǎ ǇƻƻǊŜǎǘ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘǿƻ ǎǳǇŜǊō ǾƛŎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƘƛƎƘ-

ŦƭȅƛƴƎ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ²ƛƭƭŜǘǘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ the field and will need to search deep to return 

to winning ways next week away against South-Yorkshire based Dinnington. 

13 February 2010  

Cougars Fight Hard to Maintain Title Push 

Leodiensians 17  v  Castleford Cougars 20 
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Castleford travelled to Leodiensians for their Yorkshire Merit League 2 game and were made to 

fight until the final whistle in order to maintain their push for promotion.  

They were much changed from the previous week as a result of unavailability and injury, but 

welcomed back scrum-half Graeme Eadie following a well deserved run in the first team and full 

back Lee Pickup who started on the bench after dislocating his elbow at West Park Leeds in October 

last year.  

Castleford got the perfect start as they forced their opponents into touch from the kick off. From the 

resulting line-out the forwards drove to within 10 metres of the line. Quick ball from scrum-half 

Eadie enabled stand off, Ian Mattison to use his back line. From a planned move, centre, Daniel Price 

picked the perfect line and danced through the defence untouched to score under the posts. 

Mattison added the extras and Castleford led 7 nil.  

If Castleford thought this was the start of an easy afternoon they were very much mistaken and Leos 

dug deep to force a contritional battle. The Leos forwards started to take control and Castleford 

gave away penalty after penalty to piggy back the home team deep into their half. A further penalty 

was given away within kicking range and the Leos stand-off slotted the penalty to reduce the lead to 

7-3.  

Castleford continued to have the best of the game and created several chances through their elusive 

backs. One such move started in the Castleford quarter and quick hands from Mattison and Price 

saw centre, Gareth Grant-Mills feed winger, Brian McCarten. McCarten galloped down the wing 

creating a two on one. He drew the full-back but the final pass drifted forward to deny Price a 

second try.  

Not deterred by this Castleford continued to throw the ball around and some astute tactical kicking 

from Mattison put Castleford in the LeosΩ half. Great work at the breakdown, from back rowers, 

Richard Davies, Andy Allen and Mick Watts, recycled the ball quickly to give the backs more good 

ball. Watts, had been central to everything good for Castleford throughout the game, and provided 

the pass to send centre, Grant-Mills racing 20 metres to score under the posts. Mattison converted 

and Castleford led 14-3 and were in control.  
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With the half drawing to a close Leos got a foothold in the Castleford half and some weak fringe 

defence saw them drive to within metres of the line. From the ensuing maul their scrum-half 

dummied and dived over for a converted try to make the score 14-10.  

Castleford were awarded a penalty 30 metres from the line from the final play of the game. 

Mattison stepped up and slotted over the kick with his usual metronomic aplomb to give Castleford 

a 17-10 lead at the break.  

The second half started in the worst possible fashion for Castleford as they slackened off in defence. 

Leos exploited the gaps on the fringes to make a break. Good cover defence looked to have 

thwarted the attack but a slip pass to the supporting scrum-half saw him dive over for his second try. 

This was converted and Castleford led 17-14. Both sides threw caution to the wind for the rest of the 

game, running the ball from everywhere on the field. Mattison slotted another penalty which was 

cancelled out by one from Leos.  

As the game drew to a close Leos were on the attack and Castleford dug deep to cover the threat 

and defend their slim lead. As the final whistle went the Castleford team were noticeably relieved 

and knew that they had been made to show all their mettle and resolve to hang on for 20-17 victory.  

The whole team showed their steely qualities to maintain their challenge for promotion and best for 

Castleford were Mattison, whose tactical kicking put the team in the right positions to score their 

points, Eadie, who was alive and darting around the ruck and showed slick distribution, and man of 

the match, flanker Mick Watts who covered every blade of grass and generated valuable turnover 

ball in a tight game. 

13 February 2010  

CƛǎƘ ƭŀƴŘǎ aha ŀŦǘŜǊ IǳōȅΩǎ ōŀŘ ōǊŜŀƪ 

Castleford 3XV 12 v Leodiensians 3XV 0 

Superb defence was the key to the ThirdΩs eighth win on the trot, but the game was 

overshadowed with the injury to popular prop forward Mick Huby who left the field early in the 

game with a badly broken arm; we all wish him a speedy recovery.  

After this early setback Cas took the game to Leos and after a scrum win in their own 22 metres the 

Cas backs cut loose with the ball sent through the hands to winger Duncan Bulloch he powered past 
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his opposite number and turned the ball to supporting full back James Smith he in turn drew the 

Leos full back and sent prolific try scoring centre John Senior on a 20 metres sprint to the posts for a 

sensational score which Senior also improved with the conversion. 

This try buoyed Cas and although under considerable pressure at the scrums the forwards hung in 

there and won quality ball from line outs and turnovers with their aggressive counter rucking. From 

one such turnover scrum half Simon Jones switched play to open side flanker Dave Lamb, he broke 

the first tackle and fed winger Daz Coulson and from 30 metres he showed the LeosΩ defence a clean 

pair of heels to fly in at corner for a try which went unconverted but with 20 minutes gone Cas lead 

12-0.  

That was to be the last score of the game as Cas turned in what can only be described as a fantastic 

rear guard action as every single player tackled themselves to a standstill as Leos threw everything 

they had at them. Special mention must go to skipper Gary Fisher who stepped up to front row after 

the loss of Mick Huby and turned in a sterling man of the match performance. 

Best for Cas were 3 pts Gary Fisher 2pts Dave Lamb and 1pt John Senior. 

 

6 February 2010  

Back to back wins 

Castleford  1XV   10     v     Sheffield     6 

Despite being reduced to fourteen men for the final half hour, Castleford dug deep defensively to 

record an excellent Yorkshire One victory in this top-of-the-table clash against in-form, second-

place Sheffield.  

The visitors had won the away fixture with the final play of the game and Castleford were relishing 

the opportunity to redress the balance, so the scene was set for a titanic battle of strength at 

Willowbridge Lane.  

Indeed, Castleford had the chance to take an early lead but winger, Dale Turner hit the upright with 

the penalty attempt. Sheffield took advantage of the miss and drove downfield from the restart. 
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They were rewarded with a penalty which outside half, Donal Collins, converted to give the visitors 

the lead.  

Sheffield soon added a second Collins penalty to go into the second half with a deserved 6-point 

lead.  

/ƘǊƛǎ ²ƛƭƭŜǘǘΩǎ ƘŀƭŦ-time talk soon paid dividends and a positive start to the second half signalled that 

the fight-back was not long in coming.  

Throughout the game the visitors had targeted Lee Land with high kicks but the winger was equal to 

the challenge, confidently collecting the ball and beating his opposite number with ease to gain 

valuable metres.  

From one such take, the ball was moved infield forming an attacking maul. Drives from prop, 

Stephen Johnson and Willett powered forward before the ball was swung inside to John Bramham. 

The centre went on a defence-splitting run from thirty five metres out before passing to full-back, 

Craig Jeffels, who charged over for his tenth try of the season at the side of the posts. Outside half, 

Carl Paterson slotted the conversion as Castleford edged in front.  

With half an hour remaining, Castleford were reduced to fourteen when second rower, Dave Reed 

was red-carded for stamping. The Castleford pack made deep inroads from the restart and as the 

referee signalled the penalty, Paterson steadied and landed the drop goal to stretch the lead.  

Sheffield then tested both the home side resolve and their defensive qualities for the final quarter as 

they tried to promote their one-man advantage. Jeffels made an excellent last-ditch try saving tackle 

and the Castleford eight withstood the onslaught defending seven five-metre scrums in the final five 

minutes. Johnson and Willett showed their experience with some excellent counter rucking that 

resulted in turn-over ball in the dying moments as Castleford secured the points to restore their 

promotion potential.  

This was an all-round team effort with backs, Land, Bramham , Jeffels and Steven Hayward 

outstanding defensively, in a game that was truly reflective of a top of Yorkshire One clash. Bottom-

of-the-table, YarnbuǊȅ ŀǊŜ ƴŜȄǘ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΩǎ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ŀǎ /ŀǎǘƭŜŦƻǊŘ ǎŜŜƪ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǿƛƴǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǊƻǿΦ 

6 February 2010  

Pressure of Local Derby Knot Enough to Unsettle Cougars 
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Castleford Cougars 33  v Knottingley  0 

Castleford returned to league rugby for the first time since 28th November 2009 and despite a 

spirited performance from local neighbours Knottingley they were simply too strong for their 

opponents.  

Castleford started the day in second place with 3 games in hand over leaders West Park Leeds and 

knew that they could not afford anything less than a 100% effort in order to maintain their challenge 

for top spot and promotion.  

Castleford started the game very sluggishly and it was obvious that they needed to get their second 

wind very quickly. Knottingley, on the other hand, started the game very strongly and had the better 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜǎΦ /ŀǎǘƭŜŦƻǊŘΩǎ ǳǎǳŀƭ ǎǘȅƭŜ ǿŀǎ ŘƛǎǊǳǇǘŜŘ ōȅ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŦǊƛƴƎŜ ŘŜŦŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

Knottingley pack turned over ball after ball as the Castleford forwards failed to get to the pace of the 

game.  

As the half progressed Knottingley grew in confidence and got over the Castleford line twice, only to 

be thwarted by some strong last ditch defence. This sprung Castleford into life and good kicking from 

stand-off, Ian Mattison, put them on the attack. Castleford disrupted the Knottingley line-out and 

ǎǘƻƭŜ ŀ ōŀƭƭ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǇǇƻƴŜƴǘΩǎ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ ƭƛƴŜΦ DƻƻŘ ǊŜŎȅŎƭƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŀƪŘƻǿƴ ŦǊƻƳ ŦƭŀƴƪŜǊΣ DǊŀƘŀƳ 

Pearson, saw the ball worked wide quickly. Centre, Danny Price, spotted a gap behind the defence 

and delivered a measured chip to the corner for winger, Luke Kenyon, to chase. Kenyon outpaced his 

opposite number to touch down in the corner. Mattison goaled from the touchline to make it 7 nil at 

half time.  

The half time team talk demanded much more from the Castleford players and this was evident as 

they started the second stanza with increased enthusiasm and structure. From the kick off a good 

take from number eight, Richard Davies, saw the pack take control. Strong running from Paul 

Connell, Chris Reavely and Andy Allen enabled Castleford to gain a foothold in the Knottingley half. 

Quick ball from scrum-half, Lee Hinchcliffe, was the catalyst for the back line to make use of their 

superior pace and skill and the ball was spread wide for centre, Gareth Grant-Mills to beat 2 men 

before feeding Luke Kenyon. Kenyon stepped inside the full back and for his second try. Mattison 

pushed the touchline conversion inches wide.  
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Knottingley restarted and Chris Reavely rose to take a difficult catch. He beat the first defender and 

found himself in space with 60 yards to go. He used every bit of his pace and awareness to beat the 

full back and hold off the cover defence to score under the posts. This was the try of the game and 

testament to his effort and commitment all afternoon. Mattison goaled and Castleford led 19 nil. 

Castleford were now in control but Knottingley continued to test them in both attack and defence 

and showed their mettle despite being on the wrong end of the scoreboard.  

/ŀǎǘƭŜŦƻǊŘΩǎ пǘƘ ǘǊȅ ǿŀǎ ŀƎŀƛƴ manufactured out of good forward continuity with their back row 

starting to dominate. Quick hands from the three quarters created a 2 on 1 and Price released the 

ball at the right time to send Kenyon over for his hat trick try under the posts. Mattison converted 

and the result was now clear with Castleford commanding a 26 nil lead.  

Richard Davies put the icing on the cake and crowned an excellent individual performance with a try 

which Mattison converted to give Castleford a 33 nil victory.  

Castleford fought hard for their win and Knottingley were excellent opponents who certainly do not 

deserve their position at the bottom of the table. Best for Castleford were Richard Davies, Ian 

Mattison, hat trick hero Luke Kenyon and man of the match Chris Reavely who delivered a polished 

ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƴƻǘŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ǊŜƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨL Ǝƻǘ ŀ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎΦΩ 

 

 

30 January 2010 

Back to winning ways 

Castleford   1XV  25     v     York     13 

Castleford celebrated their return to winning ways with a comprehensive pack performance that 

ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜŘ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƭŦ ōŜƭƛŜŦΦ  /ŀǎǘƭŜŦƻǊŘΩǎ ŀǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ¸ƻǊƪǎƘƛǊŜ hƴŜΣ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŜƭȅ 

dented back in October, when York inflicted their worst defeat of the season, so it was important 

that they responded positively. 

Skipper, Chris Willett, must have feared that fate was about to repeat itself, when, with the first play 

of the game, outside half, Carl Paterson decided to send the ball wide inside his own twenty-two 



CASTLEFORD RUFC THE CLUB TO JOIN   

 

 

instead of playing percentage rugby. The ball was spilled, for the second week running, and York 

flanker, Stuart Davies pounced to put the visitors in front. 

Paterson, then proceeded to make amends with a series of excellent touch kicks to take his side 

deep into the York twenty-two. Continued Castleford pressure paid dividends when debutant scrum 

half, Nathan Davies, touched down after a forward thrust from the pack. Winger, Dale Turner added 

the conversion to put the home side in front. 

The sides then cancelled each other out until just before the interval when Castleford strengthened 

their grip on the game. Again it was catalyst Paterson that presented the long pass that gave winger, 

Lee Land the space to dive in at the corner and stretch the lead to 12-5. 

During the first half the powerful Castleford pack had denied the elusive York backline the ball, so 

the second half was finely balanced on their ability to resume their dominance. 

Castleford soon delivered after runs from centre, John Bramham and Willett created the mid field 

platform for a quick cross field move that saw winger Land skate in for his second try wide out. 

A concerted spell of York pressure resulted in a Paterson yellow card and outside half, Paul Williams 

reduced the lead with the resulting penalty. Full back, Craig Jeffels took over at outside half with 

flanker, Joe South filling in at centre.  

/ŀǎǘƭŜŦƻǊŘ ŘǳƎ ŘŜŜǇ ǘƻ ǿƛǘƘǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¸ƻǊƪ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ tŀǘŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ŘŜǇŀǊǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǿŀǊŘŜŘ 

when the returning outside half intercepted and raced seventy metres with his first touch of the ball. 

Turner was on target with the conversion to put Castleford in the driving seat. 

Unfortunately, what had been an excellent game of rugby was dragged down when a late tackle 

erupted into a free-for-all with one player from each side being dismissed. 

In the dying minutes of the game, York flanker Davies added his second try, but it was too little too 

late and Castleford deservedly returned to winning ways. 

/ŀǎǘƭŜŦƻǊŘΩǎ ŦǊƻƴǘ ǊƻǿΣ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ WƻƘƴǎƻƴΣ !ƴŘȅ YŜȅ ŀƴŘ DŀǊŜǘƘ tŀǳƭ ǿŜǊŜ ǇƛǾƻǘŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ  

second rower, Phil Smith and Nathan Davies  both influential in a complete team performance. 

Third-place Castleford take on second-place Sheffield, at home next week in a re-arranged, top-of-

the-table promotion clash. 
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23 January 2010 

{ǉǳŀŘΩǎ ŘŜǇƭŜǘƛƻƴǎ ōƛǘŜ 

Skipton     20     v     Castleford  1XV   14 

Castleford continued their disastrous start to the new decade as they slumped to their second 

consecutive defeat against a Skipton side that needed a victory to ease their bottom-of-the-table 

position in Yorkshire One. 

A severely depleted squad warranted the inclusion of centre, Daniel Price, who had played just 

fifteen minutes of rugby since his knee surgery five months ago. 

.ǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƘŜƴ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƘŀƭŦΣ /ŀǊƭ tŀǘŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ǎƘƻǊǘ Ǉŀǎǎ Ǉǳǘ {ǘŜǾŜ 

Hayward into space. The centre took play into the home twenty two before recycled ball gave 

Paterson the opportunity to cross-kick. Winger, Ian Mattison gathered the ball before cleverly side-

stepping and scoring at the side of the posts. His accurate conversion put the visitors 7-0 in front. 

As the half wore on, the home side gradually came more into the game and finally reduced the 

arrears when scrum half, Adam Oldfield kicked a penalty when a Castleford came into a ruck from 

the side. 

Further Skipton pressure almost paid as Castleford were forced to carry over and concede a 5-metre 

scrum. A blindside snipe resulted in winger, Matt Spears squeezing in at the corner as the home side 

went in front. 

Skipton then turned the screw even further when winger Richard Dillon crossed just before the 

break to make the half time score 13-7. 

The second half saw Castleford subjected to long spells in their own half with their defence tested to 

the limit. They held out until mid way into the half, when instead of playing percentage rugby in 

their own twenty-two they decided to spread the ball wide and paid the price when the ball was 

spilled and snapped up by centre, Jonathan Richards who sprinted in for the score. Oldfield added 

the conversion 
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Castleford then gritted their teeth and had their best spell of the match, spearheaded by a powerful 

charge from prop, Stephen Johnson that took them deep into the home half. From the rolling maul 

that followed, returning skipper, Chris Willett was on hand to claim the touchdown. Mattison added 

the points and Castleford were back to within a converted try.  

Substitute scrum half, Nathan Davies, staked his claim for a starting place with darting runs from 

numerous quickly taken tap penalties, but the fairytale ending was not to be and Skipton ran out 

worthy winners, a victory that eases their relegation worries. 

Castleford retained third place in Yorkshire One but will need to dig deep in their three successive 

home games that follow to resurrect any hopes they have of promotion.  

 

 

 

Double trouble for Sheffield 

Sheffield 3rd XV 3  v Castleford 3rd XV 45 

Cas thirds recorded a double over Sheffield with a superb performance as once again their pack 

ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǇǇƻƴŜƴǘǎΩ ŜƛƎƘǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅΣ ŜƴŀōƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōŀŎƪǎ ǘƻ Ŏǳǘ ƭƻƻǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ 

pace and precision.  

The first try came after sustained pressure in the Sheffield 22 led to the ball being fed to Phil Rule 

who barged over from 15 metres with Lee Kerry adding the extras and Cas led 7-0. Sheffield then 

had their best spell of the game and were rewarded with a penalty which brought them to 7-3 but 

that was as good as it got for them as Cas tore into them at the restart and scrum half Sal Battensby 

fed centre Dave Lamb who swept in for a try with Kerry again converting to make it 14-3. Before half 

ǘƛƳŜ /ŀǎ ǎŎƻǊŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ [ŀƳōΩǎ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ WƻƘƴ {ŜƴƛƻǊ ǎŎƻǊŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƎƻƻŘ ǿƻǊƪ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 

pack and quick hands from half backs Battensby and Kerry put him in at the corner the conversion 

was missed but Cas led 19-3 at the break. The second half was one way traffic as the big Cas front 

five crushed their opponents with props Adi Oldroyd and Mick Huby leading the way with crunching 

tackles and powerful surges with ball in hand. From one more destroyed Sheffield scrum the backs 

passed along the line and winger Duncan Bullock raced away to score from 40 metres the conversion 
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was successful. More pressure from Cas saw second row Mark Fisher break from a ruck to feed Lee 

Kerry he handed on to Full back James Smith and he sprinted away to score at the side of the posts. 

The pain was not over for Sheffield as Cas piled on more misery with Senior claiming his second try 

beating 3 defenders on his way to the try line and saving the best for last was back rower Danny 

Adamson who gathered the restart brushed off 2 defenders threw an outrageous dummy to find 

himself on a 50 metre sprint to the line which involved a crunching hand off to the Sheffield full back 

who had sprinted back gamely as his dispirited teammates stood and watched.  

Special mention goes out to water carrier Harry Stevenson who kept the Cas players well served 

throughout the game. 

Best for Cas were Sal Battensby 3 points, Jeff Holinshead 2 points with  Mick Huby and Adi Oldroyd 1 

point each. 

 

 

Saturday 16 January 2010  

Castleford just miss out 

Castleford 1XV 20  v  Selby 21 

Castleford lost out in an exciting end to end game against local rivals Selby. Castleford started the 

stronger but defence and indifferent handling resulted in some missed opportunities.  

Castleford took the lead on 14 minutes when Standoff Carl Paterson dropped a goal from 30 metres. 

Selby visibly grow in stature and determination has the game progressed and made no mistake 

when Castleford lost the ball in their own 20 metre area. Good handling by their back line allowed 

space for their right wing to score an unconverted try in the corner giving them a 5 ς 3 advantage. 

Castleford were made to pay for indiscipline at the ruck and Selby extended their lead from 2 

penalties to give an 11 ς о ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜΦ /ŀǎǘƭŜŦƻǊŘΩǎ ōŀŎƪǎ ǘƘŜƴ Ƙƛǘ back with John Bramham providing 

the pass to allow fullback Craig Jeffels to storm through for a try, converted by Ian Mattison to 

reduce the arrears to 11 ς 10. 
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Selby hit back with a converted try to extend the lead to 18 ς 10. Castleford hit back when prop 

Stephen Johnson made a powerful run before slipping an inside pass to centre Mikey Hayward who 

ghosted through the Selby defence to score an excellent try, again converted by Ian Mattison. This 

resulted in the half time score of Selby 18 Castleford 17. 

The second half was end to end with Selby enjoying a slight advantage, although Castleford nudged 

ahead with a Mattison Penalty for 20 ς 18. Selby were not to be denied and responded with a 

penalty of their own to snatch a 21 ς 20 victory.  

  

Saturday 16 January 2010  

Cougars Show They Are No Turkeys to Shake Off Christmas Blues 

Selby  5  v  13 Castleford Cougars  

Castleford visited higher league opponents Selby for their first outing since 28th November 2009. 

Despite the long lay off, Castleford battled hard for 80 minutes to ensure that they started the 

New Year in exactly the same fashion as they ended the old one, with a well deserved victory.  

Castleford fielded a strong side and went into the game with confidence and determination. They 

were further boosted by the return of skipper Tom Fletcher after an extended injury lay off, and 

player-coach Danny Price, returning to the squad for the first time since having knee surgery in the 

closed season.  

The game was played on an excellent pitch, a credit to the Selby ground staff considering the 

weather over the past few weeks, and started off as a real arm wrestle with both sides trying to get 

the upper hand from the early exchanges. Despite the size advantage of the Castleford forwards 

they were out muscled in the first 20 minutes, as Selby set out their stall and worked hard to win 

every breakdown.  

Castleford weathered the storm as they were down to 14 men and some good tactical kicking from 

fly-half Dale Turner relieved the pressure. Castleford began to get on top as scrum-half Nathan 

Davies directed his forwards around the field with an improved efficiency, ably assisted by strong 
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runs from Phil Smith, Stuart Morley and John Lloyd. Although they went close on a couple of 

occasions Castleford were unable to breach the Selby line and the half ended in a nil nil stalemate.  

After the half time team talk, Castleford accepted the challenge to increase their work rate and 

ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻƭƭƛǎƛƻƴ ŀǊŜŀΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ƛƴǘŜƴǎƛǘȅ ƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǇǇƻƴŜƴǘΩǎ ƭƛƴŜ. 5 minutes 

into the half they were again reduced to 14 men as Dale Turner was sin-binned for a shoulder 

charge. Castleford realised that they were now in a real tussle and a strong rolling maul went close 

to the Selby line.  

/ŀǎǘƭŜŦƻǊŘΩǎ ǘŜŀƳ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ŀƴŘ Ƴettle were tested to the full as they survived a 7 minute period with 13 

players and Selby on the attack with the bit between their teeth. Strong defence from Graham 

Pearson, Matt Fisher and centre partnership Gareth Grant-Mills and James Baldwin repelled all that 

their opponents had to give. Nathan Davies stepped up and slotted over a penalty to give Castleford 

a 3 nil lead and with this came an improved belief.  

Turner returned to the field and near numerical parity was restored. One of his first tasks was to 

attempt a 40 metre penalty. He did this with aplomb and Castleford were 6 nil in front. 5 minutes 

later Price came on into the centre, showing a few nice touches and an old head to put the team on 

the attack. Selby were not finished though and a poor clearance kick gave them the chance to attack. 

Despite strong defence and appearing to turnover the ball, a Selby player emerged and trundled 5 

metres to the line to score. The referee awarded the try even though the ball appeared to be lost in 

contact before it was grounded. The conversion was missed and Castleford held a 1 point lead going 

into the final ten minutes.  

A strong scrimmaging effort from the Castleford eight destroyed the Selby pack and allowed 

replacement scrum-half Mick Watts to pounce on a loose ball and sprint 20 metres to score the 

games first try. Turner converted and Castleford led 13-5. Castleford had the best of the final 

exchanges and strong running from full-back Chris Brown, coupled with bone crunching defence 

from Simon Horwell put Castleford in a strong position to increase their lead. Alas the final pass 

ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ƘŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴǎ ōǳǘ /ŀǎǘƭŜŦƻǊŘ ƘǳƴƎ ƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ 

polished performance but this was only to be expected after an eight week lay off.  

Best for Castleford were Dale Turner, whose tactical kicking earned his team well needed respite, 

Chris Brown who neutralised the Selby kicking game with some excellent attacks from deep, and Phil 

Smith who worked tirelessly all day, disrupting the Selby line out and dominating in loose play. 
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Saturday 16 January 2010  

Pack comes up trumps 

Castleford 3rd XV  12   v  Selby 3rd XV  7 

Cas thirds ground out a win on heavy ground at Methley with a superb performance from their 

pack.  

Early on all the pressure came from the big Cas pack as Danny Adamson, Mick Huby and Adi Oldroyd  

all made bursts in to their opponentsΩ half but quickly recycled ball was wasted by the misfiring 

backs who were struggling in the conditions. It took Cas twenty minutes to open the scoring when 

second row Mark Fisher picked up at the back of a ruck and went through a gap, his perfectly timed 

pass found centre Dave Lamb who drew the full back and off loaded to his centre partner John 

Senior, he scooted under the posts for a fantastic try which he converted himself. This score lifted 

Selby who up until then had little to offer on attack but for the next 10 minutes were camped in the 

Cas half and only outstanding defence from winger Jake Fisher and full back James Smith stopped 

them crossing the line as half time approached .  

The second half started just as the first had with Cas bossing the scrums and getting over the 

advantage line with ease and from one scrum taken against the head the ball was fed out wide to 

Dave Lamb who powered over from 30 metres to extend the lead to 12-0 with 20 minutes to go.  

If Cas thought they had it all sewn up they were in for a shock as once again the totally committed 

Selby side rallied and with 5 minutes to go scored an excellent try with their open side flanker 

backing up a sweeping move to score near the posts and the conversion made it 12-7. Selby then 

threw everything at Cas in the last 5 minutes but some resolute defence kept the visitors at bay and 

as the final whistle went Cas were happy to record a hard fought victory. 

 

Best for Cas were 3 points Dave Lamb  2 Points John Senior and 1 point Danny Adamson. 

 



CASTLEFORD RUFC THE CLUB TO JOIN   

 

 

Saturday 12 December 2009  

Mattison contributes 14-points as Castleford return to winning ways 

Malton & Norton 12 v Castleford 1XV 24  

Castleford returned to winning ways, in a lively game, against a competitive Malton and Norton 

side, in Yorkshire One, to complete their first double of the season.  

Castleford took the lead after just four minutes when centre Mikey Hayward displayed clever 

footwork to break the Malton defensive line and draw the fullback before putting scrum half, 

Graeme Eadie in at the side of the posts. Winger, Ian Mattison added the first of three conversions 

to give Castleford a dream start.  

aŀƭǘƻƴΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ŎŀƳŜ ŦƛǾŜ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƭater when some indifferent defence allowed flanker, Sam 

Triffitt to squeeze in at the corner to reduce the deficit to two points.  

But, Castleford stepped up the pace of the game and went close with three breaks, before the 

pressure finally told. Mattison ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƘŀƭŦΣ /ŀǊƭ tŀǘŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ Ǉƛƴ-point chip to score in the 

corner, before adding a superb touchline conversion.  

Further sustained Castleford pressure resulted in a five-metre scrum. The cohesive forward drive 

proved too strong and the Malton eight were pushed back over their line, with skipper, Chris Willett 

ǇƛŎƪƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǇƻǳƴŎŜ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎŎƻǊŜ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎǘǎΦ aŀǘǘƛǎƻƴΩǎ ǊƻǳǘƛƴŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ Ǉǳǘ /ŀǎǘƭŜŦƻǊŘ ƛƴ 

the driving seat with a 21 ς 5 halftime lead.  

The opening quarter of the second half produced end to end rugby with neither side managing to 

break the final defensive wall until Mattison stepped up to land a 48-metre penalty, to extend the 

ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΩ ƭŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜ Ƙƛǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǘŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜ ǘƻ мп ǇƻƛƴǘǎΦ  

Malton continued to battle well and were rewarded with a consolation try, two minutes from time, 

when fullback Ian Cooke scored a converted try making the final score 24 ς 12.  

Best for Castleford were Mikey Hayward, Carl Paterson, Dave Reed and Stephen Johnson. 

 

Saturday 5 December 2009  
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{ŎŀǊōƻǊƻǳƎƘ ƛƴǘŜǊŎŜǇǘ /ŀǎǘƭŜŦƻǊŘΩǎ ǳƴōŜŀǘŜƴ ƘƻƳŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ 

Castleford 1XV 15 v Scarborough 22  

Castleford were hit by two interception tries as they slumped to their first home defeat of the 

season in Yorkshire One. Despite losing they moved up to third place on points difference above 

Bradford Salem.  

Dave Reed moved into the back row in place of injured skipper, Chris Willett and Castleford 

welcomed back centre-partners, Lee Land and Mikey Hayward for their first games of the season.  

Things began well for the home side and they were soon deep in Scarborough territory winning a 

penalty for non-release. Winger, Dale Turner stepped up to put Castleford into the lead.  

{ŎŀǊōƻǊƻǳƎƘΩǎ ǊŜǇƭȅ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƭƻƴƎ ƛƴ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ŘǊƛǾŜǎ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ home 

line. Castleford appeared to have stemmed the surge but could not prevent prop, Matt Jones from 

burrowing over for the score which he also converted.  

/ŀǎǘƭŜŦƻǊŘΩǎ ǿƻŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻƴŎŜŘŜŘ ŀ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǘǊȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŀƭΦ Cǳƭƭ ōŀŎƪΣ /ǊŀƛƎ 

Jeffels went on a metre-grabbling touchline-side run. As he was tackled his pass to winger Turner 

was cruelly intercepted by Scarborough winger, Ian Parkes who strode to the line unopposed. 

Castleford were reeling as they set themselves another uphill, second-half battle.  

²ƛƭƭŜǘǘΩǎ ƘŀƭŦ-time tirade appeared to do the trick as Castleford began the second-half briskly. 

Influential centre, Hayward showed his class with some dazzling, side-stepping runs and the pressure 

finally told when man-of-the-match, prop, Stephen Johnson finished off a cross-field move with an 

unstoppable, power-packed run to the line.  

/ŀǎǘƭŜŦƻǊŘΩǎ ǊŜǎǳǊƎŜƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ ŘŜŀƭǘ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ōƭƻǿ ŀǎ DǊŀŜƳŜ 9ŀŘƛŜ ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴ ŀ ōƭƛƴŘǎƛŘŜ ǎƴƛǇŜ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ 

own twenty-two, with winger, Paul Philpott on his outside and the coast clear for a possible long run 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜΦ hǇǇƻǎƛƴƎ ǿƛƴƎŜǊΣ tŀǊƪŜǎ ƎŀƳōƭŜŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊǳƳ ƘŀƭŦΩǎ Ǉŀǎǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƘŀǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŦƻǊ 

the score. Jones was again accurate with the conversion.  

To their credit, Castleford kept cool heads and continued to exert pressure despite the setback. Their 

endeavour began to punch holes in the opposing defence as firstly Reed broke from the scrum base 

to send Philpott close and then Hayward set off on another mazy run leaving would-be tacklers in his 
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wake before being stopped. But the visitors finally succumbed when crisp, cross-field handling was 

finished off by yet another bone-shattering Johnson run as he powered in for his second try. Turner 

converted to set up an exciting final ten minutes.  

This time further Castleford pressure could not unlock the visitors defence as they held out for the 

win. Jones added a late penalty to flatter the visitors leaving Castleford to ponder what might have 

been without those two interception lapses. 

Saturday 5 December 2009  

Halifax Vandals 2XV 9    v   Castleford 3XV 10 

A superb defensive display saw Cas 3rds win a tight contest against a strong Vandals side who 

were bolstered by the fact they had no first team fixture.  

Vandals missed two early shots at goal before Lee Kerry opened the scoring with a penalty from 20 

metres this lead was short lived as Cas once again infringed at a ruck and Vandals kicked their first of 

three penalties to lead 9-3 at the break.  

The second half began with Cas on the attack and strong running from Danny Adamson and Phil Rule 

kept Cas deep in their opponents half, whilst outstanding defense from forwards  Matt and Nathan 

Fisher kept any Vandals counter attack in check.  

The game was in the balance as the big Cas pack pounded their opponentsΩ ƭƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǇǘŀƛƴ DŀǊȅ 

Fisher crashed over for the only try of the game with Lee Kerry adding the conversion to give Cas a 

slender lead which they hung on to with more outstanding tackling especially from full back James 

Smith. 

Best for Cas were 3 points Danny Adamson 2 points James Smith and 1 point Phil Rule. 

 

 

Saturday 28 November 2009  

Hard fought and well earned 
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Bridlington     22     v     Castleford  1XV    27 

Castleford had to fight a rearguard action for the last quarter of their Yorkshire One game against 

Bridlington after they were reduced to fourteen men following a fracas involving all players. 

Despite scoring four tries to one the home team were kept in the hunt by the trusty boot of 

outside half Jamie Muru who took full advantage of Castleford indiscretions to land five penalties. 

Crisp, cross-field handling took Castleford cruising into the home twenty two before full-back, Craig 

Jeffels latched on to a Carl Paterson short pass and ghosted through a non-existent defence to the 

side of the posts after just three minutes. Winger, Dean Turner added the easy conversion.  

The classy backs continued to give the ball plenty of air and made great advances into Brid territory. 

The second try was not long in coming when Paterson spotted Turner in acres of space on the 

touchline side. His pin-point cross-kick was fielded by the winger who neatly side-stepped his 

opposite number to squeeze in at the corner. 

Muru reduced the lead with a penalty for non-release before the heavy Castleford pack weighed in 

with a trademark drive from a five-metre scrum. Skipper, Chris Willett picked up from the base and 

powered his way over. Turner converted and Castleford were coasting at 19-3. For some unknown 

reason the visitors appeared to rest on their laurels, keeping things tight instead of continuing with 

the expansive game that had made them look a different class from their opponents. 

Of course, Brid seized the opportunity to grow in stature and Muru slotted two penalties just before 

the end of the half to give his side hope of a comeback. 

Turner and Muru traded early second-ƘŀƭŦ ǇŜƴŀƭǘƛŜǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ tŀǘŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ǇŜƴŀƭǘȅ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƻǳŎƘ ǘŜƴ 

metres out. Niam Waterland rose high to take clean ball and the pack drove cohesively over for a 

second Willett score. Turner hit the upright with his conversion attempt but Castleford were well in 

control at 27-12. 

! ǘŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ƘƛƎƘ ƪƛŎƪ ŦǊƻƳ aǳǊǳ ǘƻƻƪ ŀ ŎǊǳŜƭ ōƻǳƴŎŜ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴǘƻ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǊƻǿŜǊΣ tŀŘŘȅ ²ŀƛƴŜǎΩ ƘŀƴŘǎ 

for the lucky try close to the posts. Muru made no mistake with the conversion and the unlikely 

home side were back in with a shout. 

Then came the skirmish with all players involved. Although many players could have been cited, it 

was Castleford winger, Steve Hayward that received his marching orders. The visitors were now 
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sensationally on the back foot after being in complete control and Muru kicked the resulting penalty 

to further reduce the gap. 

The Castleford players dug deep to stem the tide, Paterson was just wide with a drop-goal attempt 

ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪǎ ǎǘǊŜǘŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΩ defensive line with two deep incursive runs. 

Bridlington is a difficult place to go and get a result and the hard-earned victory maintains 

/ŀǎǘƭŜŦƻǊŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ¸ƻǊƪǎƘƛǊŜ hƴŜΦ 

Flanker, Simon Davies had a sound game on his return to his former haunts and he was ably abetted 

by skipper, Chris Willett, flanker Dave Reed and props, Stephen Johnson and Gareth Paul. 

Saturday 28 November 2009  

Cougars go to Town in Top of the Table Clash 

Castleford Cougars 23  v  Moortown 10 

Third placed Cougars entertained forth placed Moortown at fortress Willowbridge Lane for their 

Yorkshire Merit League 2 fixture. Unbeaten at home and after a fantastic win against Huddersfield 

YMCA the previous week, Castleford knew that they would have to be on their mettle to overturn 

a strong Moortown side that contained no less than seven of the first team that lost to Castleford 

in the Yorkshire shield last week.  

Castleford welcomed back centre Gareth Grant-Mills after 2 weeks in the first team, strong running 

full-back Daniel Tonkinson, Try scoring winger Dave Pursglove, hard working back rowers Graham 

Pearson and Stuart Morley, and line-out King Phil Smith. They also gave a start to prop forward Mick 

Huby who returned to the fold after breaking his ribs 6 weeks ago.  

The game started in dour fashion with both teams trying to gain a tactical edge via an aerial kicking 

battle. In the early exchanges Moortown gained the upper hand and were getting to the breakdown 

consistently quicker than the Castleford pack.  

/ŀǎǘƭŜŦƻǊŘΩǎ ƴƻǊƳally reliable defence was also breached on more than one occasion but spirited 

covering saved the day and prevented Moortown from capitalising on their early pressure and 

possession. Some inconsistent refereeing decisions left the Cougars team perplexed and one such 

indiscipline saw the Castleford team marched back 10 yards for petulance. This took the penalty 

within kicking range and the Moortown centre pushed his attempt just wide.  
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This was a let off for Castleford and spurred them into action. The forwards began to gain a foothold 

in the game and from a penalty on half way, scrum-half Ian Mattison took a quick tap and raced 20 

metres before throwing a measured long ball to Lee Land. Land beat 2 men and before he could 

deliver a try scoring pass he was tackled high by the desperate covering defence. The ever reliable 

Mattison stepped up and stroked over the penalty to give Castleford a 3 nil lead.  

Castleford were now at the party and although the pack were still off the pace the exciting backline 

were starting to exert their advantage. Good forward recycling following a classic line-out take from 

Phil Smith allowed Mattison to set the backs off on an attack. Stand-off Craig Tap was as always 

instrumental and he linked well with centres Land and Grant-Mills. Grant-Mills carried to within 15 

yards of the line and quick ball enabled Mattison and Tap to combine to send the ever improving 

Luke Kenyon in at the corner. Mattison just missed with a difficult touch-line conversion and 

Castleford went into the break with an 8 nil lead.  

Despite being in front Castleford were given a stern talking to at half time by influential skipper Paul 

Connell and were made to rue their indiscipline and laboured approach. The Castleford team that 

emerged from the sheds for the second half was in no mood to relinquish a match winning lead and 

despite an early penalty from the Moortown Centre they quickly got into their stride.  

The Moortown Hooker was sin-binned for a professional foul and Mattison stepped up to stroke 

over the penalty and nudge the Cougars into an 11 ς 3 lead.  

The backs and forwards were now combining well and effective work at the breakdown from 

Pearson, Morley and Steve Guest meant that Moortown were unable to compete. Castleford 

recycled quickly and a strong run from Alex Bremer put them on the attack. Quick ball put Pursglove 

into space with 50 yards to go and 4 defenders to beat. He pinned his ears back and the outcome 

was never in doubt as he left a triumberate of Moortown defenders in his wake before stepping the 

covering full back to score under the posts. Mattison converted to give Castleford an 18 ς 3 lead with 

a quarter of the game still to play.  

Castleford did not relax and another 50 yard move saw Tonkinson skirt round several would be 

tacklers to score out wide following good work from hooker Nigel Owens to secure quick ball at the 

breakdown. Mattison pushed the conversion attempt but Castleford were now in the driving seat 

and 23 ς 3 to the good.  
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Moortown did not relax and continued to throw everything at the Castleford defence. Replacement 

full-back Neil Mattison made 2 excellent try saving tackles but the Castleford team were left rueing 

their ability to gift opponents a cheap try as Moortown scored under the posts late on. This is a 

pattern that will have to be reversed if they are to push on and compete for the league title.  

Despite some early blips the Castleford team were outstanding to a man and it is difficult to single 

out individuals. Nevertheless best for Castleford were Gareth Grant-Mills who produced the form 

that saw him get his first team call up, back rower Stuart Morley whose work rate was second to 

none, and man of the match Ian Mattison who played out of position at scrum-half and was 

outstanding in all areas of his game.  

Castleford have a well deserved week off on 5th December but return to league rugby in 2 weeks 

when they entertain local neighbours Knottingley for what will be a ferocious encounter. 

 

 

Saturday 21 November 2009  

Castleford    1XV  45     v     Moortown     3 

Castleford were far too strong for their Yorkshire Two opponents as they breezed into the second 

round of the Yorkshire Shield Cup Competition with a 7-try flourish. 

Full back, Craig Jeffels opened the scoring after five minutes when he powered through a gap to the 

side of the posts from a short pass. Centre, Dale Turner added the conversion. 

Skipper, Chris Willett went over for the second try when he backed up a neat move from scrum half, 

Graeme Eadie and Jeffels. Turner landed the conversion. 

Outside half, Carl Minns reduced the deficit with a penalty when Castleford were caught offside. 

The Castleford eight were dominant throughout, disrupting Moortown scrums and making 

consistent ground forward on their own put-ins. The pack drove over the line, from a five-metre 

scrum, only for the scoring touch down to be denied by the Moortown scrum half coming around 
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offside. The referee had no choice but to award the penalty try. Turner added the easy points for a 

21-3 half-time score. 

The continuous pressure soon paid dividends when Eadie sent flanker, Joe South on a ten-metre 

surging run to within two metres. Hooker, Andy Key smuggled the ball to crash over the line. Turner 

added an excellent touchline conversion.   

Castleford quickly resumed their dominance when prop, Stephen Johnson followed up a quick taken 

penalty to bludgeon his way towards the line. Although his momentum was stopped, the pack rallied 

to force him over the line for his first try of the season. Turner made it five-from-five with the 

conversion. 

A promising Moortown attack was intercepted by Carl Paterson on his own twenty-two. The outside 

half raced to within five metres before he was tackled. Diminuative scrum half, Eadie picked up from 

the ensuing ruck to skate through for his debut try.  

Turner was on hand to receive the scoring pass from a cross-field move to complete the scoring and 

a personal, 15-point haul from the game. 

Castleford resume Yorkshire One action next Saturday with a difficult away trip to East-coast, 

Bridlington.   

Saturday 21 November 2009  

Cougars turn on the style as they do the YMCA 

Castleford Cougars  62  v  Huddersfield YMCA  5 

/ŀǎǘƭŜŦƻǊŘ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘȅƭŜ ǘƻ ŀǾŜƴƎŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƭŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ƭŀǎǘ ƎŀǎǇ ŘŜŦŜŀǘ ŀƴŘ 

put Huddersfield YMCA to the sword in their Yorkshire Merit league 2 game at Willowbridge Lane. 

Castleford welcomed back Lee Land, Alex Bremer, Mick Huby, Neil Mattison and Lee Hinchcliffe and 

gave a debut to strong running centre Steve Laurie. 

Castleford started the game in shaky form and were penalised 3 times for indiscipline in the first 5 

minutes.  Despite conceding possession and territory the YMCA team were unable to make any real 

inroads into the solid Cougars defence. 
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Turnover ball gave Castleford their first chance to unleash their exciting backs.  Quick hands from 

Nathan Davies, Craig Tap and Lee Land gave Steve Laurie space on the overlap.  He beat his winger 

and just when it looked like the YMCA defence had extinguished the threat he put in a pinpoint kick 

which Tap collected and dived in unopposed under the posts.  Ian Mattison converted to give 

Castleford an early 7 nil lead. 

This was the beginning of the end for YMCA and Castleford scored a further 6 tries to go in at half 

time leading 45 nil. 

The second try of the game was an excellent team try which saw the ball put through ten pairs of 

hands before it was finished in the corner by Ian Mattison.  The conversion was missed and 

Castleford led 12 nil.  The next try was a superb individual effort by centre Lee Land who beat 4 

defenders before grounding the ball 15 yards to the side of the posts.  Mattison converted to extend 

/ŀǎǘƭŜŦƻǊŘΩǎ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƻ мф ƴƛƭΦ 

The forwards were now dominating their opposition and strong running from Paul Connell and Alex 

Bremer put Castleford deep into the YMCA red zone.  Flanker Neil Mattison spotted a gap and 

ǇƛŎƪŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǊǳŎƪ ǘƻ ŘŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘǊȅΦ  /ŀǎǘƭŜŦƻǊŘΩǎ ŦƛŦǘƘ ǘǊȅ ǿŀǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ 

sublime handling from the backline which culminated in Steve Laurie picking a fantastic line to 

wrong foot the full-back and score under the posts.  Mattison converted and Castleford led 31 nil. 

The next effort was a forward affair and John Lloyd more than made up for dropping the ball over 

the line during a previous attack by controlling the ball at the base of an attacking scrum to dive 

over.  The trusty boot of Mattison added the extras.   

The final try of the half was a second for Craig Tap who latched on to a break from Alex Bremer to 

outpace the defence and score under the posts.  Mattison converted and Castleford went in at half 

time in buoyant mood. 

The key message during the half time team talk was to maintain structure and not concede any 

points.  In true Cougars style they started the second half in relaxed mood and gave YMCA a sniff of 

getting back into the game.  5 minutes of possession was not enough for YMCA to get over the line 

and the resolute Castleford defence held firm.  After this initial slump normal service was restored 

and winger Luke Kenyon was the beneficiary of more slick cross field handling.  The ninth try was 

another forward effort and John Lloyd went over for the second of a well deserved brace. 
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Despite being on the wrong end of a drubbing Huddersfield YMCA were spirited throughout  and 

they were rewarded for their effort when they went over for a consolation try with 5 minutes to go. 

Castleford were determined not to end the game with this event and from the kick off the forwards 

recycled the ball and drove to within 10 metres of the line.  Quick hands from evergreen scrum-half 

Lee Hinchcliffe saw Tap dummy his way under the posts to complete his classy hat trick.  Mattison 

converted to make the final score 62 ς 5. 

This was a convincing team performance with everyone contributing to a great victory.  Best for 

Castleford were Steve Laurie on debut, Steve Guest who commanded the breakdown all day and 

man of the match Craig Tap who was involved in everything and bagged an individual 15 point haul. 

 

 

Saturday 21 November 2009  

York RI 2XV 17  v  Castleford 3XV  10  

Castleford 3XV travelled to York RI 2nds with a strong expectation of continuing their good recent 

form against a York team bolstered by the inclusion of 6 first team players following the 

cancellation of their fixture. 

The game started well with both sets of forwards testing each other out up front and both sets of 

backs moving the ball well on a cold and blustery afternoon. The game sparked into life after 10 

minutes with Castleford reduced to 14 men following a incident in a ruck which could easily have 

resulted in a sending off but for some sympathetic refereeing resulted in a sin binning for Mark Pitt. 

York pushed forward from the resulting line out and scrambled over from close range to get the first 

score of the game, the following conversion made the score 7 ς nil.  

Cas stuck to the task for the rest of the period and made several good chances from the backs with 

some powerful kicking and chasing coming from Jake Fisher and Chris Richardson on both wings. 

/ŀǎǘƭŜŦƻǊŘΩǎ ǇŀŎƪ ǘƘŜƴ ǿƻƴ ŀ ǘǳǊƴ ƻǾŜǊ ōŀƭƭ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƻǿƴ ƘŀƭŦ ŀƴŘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ quick hands from the 

backs John Senior set off on a powerful run bursting through 2 tackles to score in the corner. The 

conversion into the strong wind was just short. 
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York came back strongly from the kick off and pressed into the Cas half with a strong drive through 

ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜΦ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ǎǘŜǇǇŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǘŀŎƪƭŜ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ŀƴ ƛƴƧǳǊŜŘ /ŀǎ ǇƭŀȅŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ 

slipped the ball out to the backs to score next to the posts. The conversion was missed so York went 

into the half time break 12 ς 5 up. 

The second half started strongly for York and for 20 minutes Cas soaked up tremendous pressure in 

there own half. Impressive defence from Danny and Mick Adamson, Darren Coulson, and Adrian 

hƭŘǊƻȅŘΣ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǳƳΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŎƻǾŜǊ ǘŀŎƪƭƛƴƎ ōȅ WŀƳŜǎ {ƳƛǘƘ ŀnd Phil Rule keeping 

the line intact. Following more strong defence the ball was moved wide and John Senior set off on 

another surging break, beating 2 men he then kicked to re gather and crashed over out wide. The 

conversion was missed but Cas were back in it at 12 -10.  

After the restart York pressed again and again and with only minutes to go they finally crossed 

following a scrappy piece of play with what appeared to be at least one knock on and a possible 

obstruction and the game was over. Castleford deserved better in a game which they worked 

extremely hard as a team and showed great determination against a strong York team. 

Best for Castleford was John Senior 3 points, Danny Adamson 2 points and the rest of the pack 1 

point. 

 

 

Saturday 14 November 2009  

Paterson serves up the coup-de-grace 

Castleford  1XV    16     v     Bradford Salem     13 

Outside half, Carl Paterson dropped a goal from twenty five metres out to break the deadlock in 

this tensely-fought, top-of-the-table tussle to complete another amazing Castleford comeback and 

steal the points against brave Bradford Salem.  

The Willowbridge ςLaners, showed character and determination in preserving their five-game, 

unbeaten home record with a five-star second half performance to climb back into second place in 

Yorkshire One. 
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In torrential rain, the visitors threw down the gauntlet and were rewarded with an early opportunist 

score. Their enterprising play paid dividends when they ran the ball from a scrum inside their own 

twenty ςtwo. Outside half, Matthew Booth cleverly cross-kicked straight into the waiting arms of 

Chris Sava. The speedy winger ran thirty metres before hacking the ball forward twice, catching the 

Castleford defensive line on the back foot, and winning the chase to the line. Full-back, Jonathan 

Davies added the conversion to complement his penalty after three minutes and give the visitors a 

commanding, ten-point lead. 

Skipper, Chris Willett led from the front with some powerful runs. Props, Stephen Johnson and 

Gareth Paul responded as the forward machine dug in and set about quelling their opposing eight. A 

series of drives, with second rowers, Niam Waterland and Phil Watson to the fore won turnover ball 

on halfway. Diminutive scrum half, Graeme Eadie, fed Paterson who spotted Paul Philpott in acres of 

space on the touchline side. His pin-point crosskick was eagerly snapped up by the winger who 

crossed unopposed in the corner to reduce the halftime deficit to 10-5. 

The Castleford pack started the second half like a train and was soon deep into Salem territory. 

Although the visitors defended bravely they could not sustain their rearguard action and finally 

capitulated following piercing runs from Number 8, Dave Reed and hooker, Andy Key. Paterson 

snapped up the loose ball before sending out a long, accurate pass to winger, Steven Hayward who 

skated in for the levelling score. 

To their credit Salem soaked up further pressure before breaking out and winning a penalty inside 

the home side half. Davies found touch ten metres out. Second rower, John Morrell took clean line 

ōŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ŀƭŜƳ ŜƛƎƘǘΩǎ ŎƻƘŜǎƛǾŜ ŘǊƛǾŜ ƘŜŀŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ŀǎǘƭŜŦƻǊŘ ƭƛƴŜΦ  IŀȅǿŀǊŘ ǿŀǎ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ƻŦŦǎƛŘŜ 

and Davies made easy work of the conversion from in front of the posts to edge the visitors in front 

with fifteen minutes remaining. 

This acted as a stinging catalyst to never-say-die Castleford who quickly gained the ascendency again 

aided by some excellent scavenging from flanker, Simon Davies. A Salem player was penalised for 

holding on and centre, Dale Turner kept his nerve in the difficult underfoot conditions to tie the 

scores again. 

The tired Salem pack was subjected to further increased pressure as Castleford strove for the 

victory. Paterson added the coup-de-grace with an acute-angled twenty-five metre drop kick with 

three minutes remaining to complete an excellent personal performance. 
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Castleford breathed a huge sigh of relief when Booth narrowly missed with a drop goal in the dying 

moments as they held on for the deserved victory. Both teams endeavoured to play open rugby 

throughout the afternoon in atrocious conditions and served up a memorable contest for the 

enjoyment of both sets of supporters. 

/ŀǎǘƭŜŦƻǊŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ǊŜǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƭŜŀƎǳŜ Řǳǘȅ ƴŜȄǘ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ōǳǘ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴ aƻƻǊǘƻǿƴΣ ŦǊƻƳ 

Yorkshire Two, in the First Round of the Yorkshire Shield Competition. 

 

Saturday 14 November 2009  

Cougars Devastated by Their Lot at Bradford Salem 

Bradford Salem 11  v  Castleford Cougars 10 

For the 4th week running Castleford were unable to field anything like a full strength side and 

travelled to Bradford Salem for their Yorkshire Merit league 2 match with a makeshift team.  

Despite this and against all the odds they delivered one of their most competent, committed and 

impressive performances of the season.  Nevertheless, all this was not enough to deny their 

opponents the cruellest of victories with the last play of the game. 

Full-back Chris Brown and hooker Nigel Owens played only their second games of the season. Centre 

James Baldwin and wingers Jake Fisher and Luke Leader were brought in to the side for their debuts.  

All played well and showed glimpses of what they could offer in very difficult, wet conditions.  

Castleford welcomed back captain Tom Fletcher after a 2 week lay off and winger Luke Kenyon 

following a knee injury.  They had their preparations further disrupted when second row Paul 

Connell was drafted into the first team squad 3 hours before kick off. 

Castleford started the game very well and strong defence led to early turnover ball.  Stand off Ian 

Mattison moved the ball wide and quick transfers between, Baldwin and Brown saw centre Nathan 

Davies put into space.  He threw an outrageous dummy, fended off the full back and skipped in at 

the side of the posts for an excellent try.  Mattison converted and Castleford took a 7 point lead 

after only 5 minutes. 

The game then transcended into a forward battle with the Cougars pack working hard to neutralise 

their bigger opponents.  Steely performances from the back row of Graham Pearson, John Lloyd and 
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Tom Fletcher enabled Castleford to get a stranglehold on the game.  They were ably assisted by 

Steve Guest, Phil Smith and the front row of Steve Clough, Nigel Owens and Matthew Fisher.  

Dynamic rucking and bone shuddering defence took its toll and the Castleford pack were in control. 

Ian Mattison kicked cleverly to put Castleford into the right areas of the field.  They were able to gain 

quick line-out ball and used this to fire James Baldwin into the Salem Midfield defence.  One such 

foray saw Salem penalised for holding on.  Mattison slotted the penalty with aplomb and Castleford 

went into the break 10 nil to the good. 

The second half started well for Castleford and they regained the control that they had at the end of 

the first half.  A key turning point in the game was the loss of Graham Pearson with concussion.  This 

forced Castleford to re-organise their team and this ruined their dynamism and continuity. 

The change allowed Salem to get on top and they began to command the breakdown area.  

Castleford defended well for long periods but conceded a penalty with 20 minutes to go.  The Salem 

ǎǘŀƴŘ ƻŦŦ Ƙƛǘ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ōǳǘ ŀ ƭǳŎƪȅ ōƻǳƴŎŜ ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭƭ Ǝƻ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ /ŀǎǘƭŜŦƻǊŘΩǎ ƭŜŀŘ 

was reduced to 7 points.  Salem then battered the Castleford line time after time and after resolute 

defence the bubble burst and Salem scored under the posts.  Unbelievably the conversion was 

missed and with 3 minutes to go Castleford looked as if they would hold on for a well deserved win. 

Castleford knocked on and the referee declared the scrum as the last play of the game.  A solid 

Salem scrum allowed the scrum half to provide good service for the stand off who struck a sweet 

drop goal which dissected the posts and gave Salem victory at the death. 

Castleford were outstanding for long periods of the game but were unable to re-adjust after losing 

Pearson.  They were devastated as the final whistle blew and will have to pick themselves up during 

the week and fight back in the best way possible with victory next Saturday when they entertain 

Huddersfield YMCA at Willowbridge lane. 

Best for Castleford were John Lloyd and Phil Smith who worked tirelessly in attack and defence.  

Man of the match was Ian Mattison who kicked Castleford into great field position and directed the 

side throughout the game. 

 

Saturday 7 November 2009  
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Hill too hard to climb 

Wheatley Hills 30   v   Castleford  1XV    

Castleford produced a below par performance to lose out to an inform Wheatley Hills in this 

Yorkshire One top of the table clash.  

Castleford looked on a par in the first 5 minutes and had the first scoring opportunity, but 

unfortunately, it was not to be. Wheatley Hills then lifted their game with number 8 Burns leading by 

example with some powerful runs that inspired his team mates. This led them to have the better of 

the first half, with 3 penalties and an unconverted try. This gave them a deserved 14 ς 0 halftime 

lead. 

The first 15 minutes of the second half of this highly entertaining match, with end to end action, 

remained scoreless. The Wheatley fly half then dropped an excellent goal from 35 metres, extending 

the score to 17 ς 0. This was followed by a converted try following a missed tackle by the Castleford 

wing, giving 24 ς 0.  Wheatley then converted a further penalty for a 27 ς 0 advantage. 

Castleford then scored a good try after a powerful run from fullback Craig Jeffels was followed by 

several powerful forward drives before Dave Reed forced his way over for an unconverted try giving 

27 ς 5. 

Wheatley then capped a fine performance with a penalty on the final whistle for a 30 -5 win. 

Whilst Castleford were beaten by the better side on the day, they did miss 5 reasonable chances and 

played their part in a lively and entertaining game. 

 Best for Castleford were Craig Jeffels, Carl Paterson, Joe South, Stephen Johnson and Dave Reed.  

Castleford entertain Bradford Salem at Willowbridge Lane next Saturday. 

 

Saturday 7 November 2009  

Below Par Cougars Deliver Result 

Scunthorpe 27 v Castleford Cougars 30 
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Castleford travelled to league 1 Scunthorpe for a well deserved week off from league rugby, and 

despite going into the game full of confidence on the back of 3 hard fought victories and sitting 

pretty at the top of Yorkshire Merit League 2, they were made to fight to the death in order to 

grind out a result against a Scunthorpe side who were determined to send the Cougars home with 

their tails between their legs. 

Castleford fielded a much changed side and were without 7 key players missing through 

unavailability and injury.  They welcomed Club stalwarts Richard Davies and Neil Mattison into the 

back row and Brian McCarten onto the wing.  The game saw the return of first team star Lee Land 

who was away from the club for the whole of last season. There was also a debut for athletic second 

row Phil Smith.  Skipper Nathan Davies won the toss and decided to play down hill in the first half. 

/ŀǎǘƭŜŦƻǊŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŘƛǎǊǳǇǘŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ƪƛŎƪ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

game sluggishly.  Scunthorpe took advantage of this and spent the first 10 minutes attacking the 

Castleford line.  The Castleford defence held solid but a penalty for holding on at the ruck allowed 

the Scunthorpe full-back to convert and give Scunthorpe a 3 nil lead. 

This fired Castleford into action and following a good take at the lineout by Smith the backs were 

ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜ ǘƻ ōǊŜŀƪ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǇǇƻƴŜƴǘΩǎ ƭƛƴŜΦ  /ƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ ǊŜŎȅŎƭƛƴƎ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǎŎǊǳƳ-half Watts to 

feed his half back partner Ian Mattison who threw an inch perfect long ball to centre Land.  Land 

broke the line and danced round 4 defenders before scoring his first try of the season.  Mattison Jnr 

struck the conversion attempt just wide.  Castleford led 5-3. 

Castleford were now gaining control and the Scunthorpe pack were struggling to compete with the 

dynamic rucking of Richard Davies and Neil Mattison.  Strong defence from prop Matty Fisher 

ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǘǳǊƴƻǾŜǊ ōŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ Lŀƴ aŀǘǘƛǎƻƴ ŦƛǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭƭ ŘŜŜǇ ƛƴǘƻ {ŎǳƴǘƘƻǊǇŜΩǎ ƘŀƭŦΦ  5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ 

attacking position Castleford were unable to penetrate the Scunthorpe defence and the half came to 

a close with Castleford hoping that they would not come to rue their missed chances. 

The second half started where the first ended but Castleford were now in a much more clinical 

mood.  Several strong runs from Chris Reavely put Castleford on the attack and a knock on from 

{ŎǳƴǘƘƻǊǇŜΩǎ ǎǘŀƴŘ ƻŦŦ ƎŀǾŜ /ŀǎǘƭŜŦƻǊŘ ŀƴ ŀǘǘŀŎƪƛƴƎ ǎŎǊǳƳΦ  wƛŎƘŀǊŘ 5ŀǾƛŜǎ ǇƛŎƪŜŘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ƭƛƴƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 

his backline.  A strong drive by Gareth Grant-Mills took Castleford to within 5 metres of the try line.  

Controlled mauling by the forwards saw Davies dive over to the finish the move he began.  Ian 
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Mattison converted to give Castleford a commanding 12-3 lead which they appeared in no mood to 

relinquish.   

The next try was an individual effort from Ian Mattison.  He took a pass 15 metres from the line and 

faked to throw a long pass, he stepped and dummied and went threw 3 defenders untouched to 

score at the side of the posts.  He converted his own try and added a difficult penalty five minutes 

later to give Castleford a 22-3 lead with 20 minutes to go. 

Castleford then conspired to throw the game away as they took their foot off the gas and became 

drawn in by some very strange refereeing decisions.  Despite being very consistent in the first half 

and not allowing either side to take quick taps, the referee mysteriously changed his stance and 

when the Scunthorpe scrum-half tapped from nowhere near the mark he was allowed to play on and 

ǎŎƻǊŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎǘǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ /ŀǎǘƭŜŦƻǊŘΩǎ ƭŜŀŘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŘǳŎŜŘ ǘƻ нн-8.  

Castleford were perplexed and were still in shock five minutes later when Scunthorpe scored after 

the final pass appeared to be 5 metres forward.  The conversion was added and Scunthorpe were on 

a roll. 

Castleford appeared to have stopped the rot when Lee Land scored another superb individual try 

from 50 metres out to give Castleford a 27-15 lead. 

Despite this, Scunthorpe were again assisted by some dubious refereeing and scored another try 

from a blatantly forward pass.  The try was converted and Scunthorpe were within 5 points of a 

shock victory.   

A pinpoint kick off from Ian Mattison rolled into touch a metre from the Scunthorpe line.  The home 

side cleared their line but they were then penalised for holding on.  Mattison stepped up and slotted 

the pressure penalty from 30 metres out.  The referee completed his hat-trick of comedy errors 

when he allowed Scunthorpe to score from another forward pass 2 minutes from time.  Castleford 

showed their mettle and hung on to achieve a hard fought victory in adverse conditions. 

Best for Castleford were Neil Mattison who was dynamic in attack and defence, Lee Land who scored 

2 game breaking tries and man-of-the-match Richard Davies who scored a great try, led his pack well 

and kept a cool head in the face of severe pressure.  A special mention must also go to Ian Mattison 

who marshalled his backs well throughout the game and achieved a personal points haul of 15 

points. 
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The Cougars travel to Bradford Salem for their 3rd game away from Willowbridge Lane in 3 weeks 

and a victory will see them remain top of the league. 

Saturday 7 November 2009  

Fourth team debuts with win 

Castleford 4XV 29   v    Barnsley Griffins 10 

 

/ŀǎǘƭŜŦƻǊŘ пǘƘΩǎ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ ǿƛƴ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ .ŀǊƴǎƭŜȅΩǎ оǊŘ ǎǘǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǘŦƛǘ ǘƘŜ 

Griffins at Willow bridge Lane.  

Cas began brightly and sustained forward pressure saw the backs released at pace to send winger 

Sam Haywood flying in at the corner.  Nathan Fisher added the conversion and Cas led 7-0. All this 

good work was undone as the restart was spilled and from the resulting scrum Barnsley fed their 

winger who squeezed in at the corner to reduce the score to 7-5.  

Cas then upped the tempo and several short bursts from the pack set stand off Gary Day in space his 

pass found full back Danny Tonkinson and his perfectly timed pass sent winger Haywood in again to 

make the score 12-5.  

The Griffins would not lie down and again came back strongly this time their forwards went close 

and after some good driving runs their prop  crashed over to make the score 12-10 at half time.  

The second half was an almost carbon copy of the first half with the big Cas pack making inroads in 

to the Barnsley defense and the backs passing the ball well with substitute Chris Rollinson causing 

problems every time he touched the ball. One of these runs enabled full back Tonkinson to crash 

over for a try and stretched the lead to 17-10. Direct from the kick off number eight Stu Morley 

broke a tackle and fed Tonkinson who raced 75 metres to score his second try. Nathan Fisher again 

added the conversion to give Cas a lead of 24-10 with 15 minutes to play. With the game now sewn 

up Cas started to play a more expansive game and several players handled the ball in a move which 

went the full length of the pitch and saw centre Mick Astbury finish with a powerful burst to the line. 
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Best for Cas were Sam Haywood 3 points, Danny Tonkinson 2 points and Stu Morley 1 point. 

 

Saturday 31 October 2009  

Castleford defence drives move to second place 

Castleford  1XV   28     v     Dinnington     6 

Castleford, catapulted themselves up into second place in Yorkshire One, with a superb, 5-star, 

defensive display to overwhelm spirited Dinnington.  Although their pack set another solid 

platform, it was their backs that cut loose to deliver the victory. 

Both sides cancelled one another out for the first half hour, before Castleford exploded into the lead 

with an exceptional score. 

Outside half, Carl Paterson was central to the win, and it was his decisive, thirty-metre break from 

half-way that sparked the first try. His link with Joe South took the flanker to within five metres, and 

from the breakdown, scrum half, Gary Smith was on hand to feed Paterson, whose pin-point cross-

field kick found winger, Michael Piper in acres of space. Full-ōŀŎƪΣ /ǊŀƛƎ WŜŦŦŜƭǎΩ ŀƴƎƭŜŘ Ǌun scooped 

up the back-up pass to accelerate through for the score. Centre, Dale Turner added the conversion, 

his first of four, for a perfect afternoon with the boot. 

Castleford were lucky that outside half, Danny Wilkinson did not make them pay from three failed 

penalty attempts. Ultimately, Dinnington paid the price, when Jeffels added his second with a 

brilliant individual try, breaking through some below-par defence, to power in at the side of the 

posts.  

Wilkinson finally found his kicking boots to land a penalty deep into first half injury time to make the 

interval score 14-3 

²ƛƭƪƛƴǎƻƴΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǇŜƴŀƭǘȅΣ ƴŀǊǊƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƘŀƭŦΣ ōŜŦƻǊŜ /ŀǎǘƭŜŦƻǊŘ ǎŎǊǳƳ 

half, Smith was taken to hospital with a badly dislocated and broken ankle. The reshuffle put Turner 

into scrum half and brought Steven Hayward into centre. 
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/ŀǎǘƭŜŦƻǊŘ ǘƻƻƪ Ŧǳƭƭ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΩ ǇŜƴŀƭǘȅ ŜǊǊƻǊ ǘƻ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŜŀŘΦ ¢ǳǊƴŜǊ ŘǊŜǿ Ƙƛǎ Ƴŀƴ 

from the resulting scrum to give man-of-the-match, Paterson the space to dummy and breeze in 

from twenty metres. 

To their credit, Dinnington threw the kitchen sink at the Castleford defensive line but lacked the 

cutting edge to penetrate for the score. Substitute, Hayward showed his potential with a powerful 

thirty metre run before he went one better just before the final whistle.  

Collecting the ball on half-way, he backed himself, embarking on a mazy run that took him all the 

way to the try-line for another brilliant individual score. 

Side-lined, skipper, Chris Willett was enthusiastic at the result and hopes for a repeat performance 

when Castleford visit Wheatley Hills next Saturday for a mouth-watering, table-topping encounter 

which was only decided by a single score when the teams last met in Yorkshire Two last season.  

 

 

 

Saturday 31 October 2009  

Cougars Top Class in Hard Earned Win 

Dinnington 8  v  Castleford Cougars 29 

Castleford travelled to Dinnington on the back of two good home wins, but knew that anything 

less than a quality performance would see them lose their spot at the top of Yorkshire Merit 

League 2. 

Castleford were without talismanic number eight Andy Allen and skipper Tom Fletcher but 

welcomed back elusive scrum-half Graeme Eadie, full-back Rob Collins, goal kicking metronome Ian 

Mattison and Prop Matt Fisher. 

Skipper for the day, Nathan Davies, won the toss and chose to play up the Everest like slope in the 

first half. 
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Castleford started sluggishly and failed to make any dent in their opponents defence during the early 

exchanges.  Some uncharacteristically sloppy defence saw the Dinnington backs make inroads into 

the Castleford half, fortunately they failed to convert their early chances and the game remained at 

stalemate until 10 minutes in when full back Rob Collins took a blind side pass from the ever aware 

Eadie.  He outpaced the Dinnington defence and dummied the full-back to stroll in under the posts 

for an excellent individual score.  Mattison converted to give Castleford a 7 nil lead against the run of 

play. 

From the resulting restart Castleford were unable to secure the ball and the Dinnington forwards 

began to turn the screw.  They put together several slick phases of play and although the Cas 

defence held firm they were penalised for killing the ball on the floor.  The Dinnington full-back 

stepped up and cƻƻƭƭȅ ǎƭƻǘǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭƭ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜ ǎƛŘŜΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

game. 

This pattern was repeated for the next 15 minutes as Dinnington laid siege to the Castleford line, 

aided and abetted by some very dubious refereeing decisions at the breakdown area.  The 

Castleford defence refused to be breached and tigerish defence by the back row of Mick Watts, 

DǊŀƘŀƳ tŜŀǊǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ bƛŀƳ ²ŀǘŜǊƭŀƴŘ ǎŀǿ 5ƛƴƴƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƘǿŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ 

Herculean effort enabled Castleford to gain turnoǾŜǊ ōŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ aŀǘǘƛǎƻƴΩǎ ƎŀǊƎŀƴǘǳŀƴ ōƻƻǘ Ǉǳǘ 

Castleford into the Dinnington half.  Winger Luke Kenyon was substituted following a nasty knee 

injury and his replacement Dave Lamb made an immediate impact.  Second row and pack leader 

Chris Reavely stole the ball at the lineout and strong running from centre Gareth Grant-Mills took 

Castleford to within 35 metres of the Dinnington line.  Quick ball to Lamb saw him beat the first 

defender and offload to the ever supporting Reavely who handed off 3 Dinnington defenders before 

carrying 2 more over for a try that was akin to Jonah Lomu in his hay day.  Mattison  

narrowly missed with the conversion but was on target with a 40 metre penalty minutes later to give 

Castleford a deserved 15-3 half time lead. 

Castleford started the second half with the slope in their favour and attacked the Dinnington line 

from the start.  Strong running from Alex Bremer and Matt Fisher saw Cas go close on several 

ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴǎ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ Ǉŀǎǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ƘŀƴŘΦ  5ƛƴƴƛƴƎǘƻƴ ŘǊŜǿ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ from this and their 

controlled forward play again saw them mount an assault on the Castleford line.  In a carbon copy of 

the first half the Castleford defence was impregnable and a 60 yard Mattison clearance put Cas back 

in the Dinnington half. 
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From the ensuing lineout Eadie threw a long ball to Mattison and neat play in centre field saw Davies 

pick a killer angle and make 20 metres before being pulled down just short of the line.  Quick hands 

allowed Castleford to create an overlap and flanker John Lloyd went over in the corner.  Mattison 

goaled from the touchline and Castleford were 22-3 to the good. 

Now in complete control Castleford began to turn on the style and the move of the game saw backs 

and forwards combine and culminated in Niam Waterland crossing in the opposite corner.  Mattison 

struck the conversion sweetly and Castleford led 29-3 with ten minutes to play.  For the second 

week running Castleford were unable to keep a clean sheet and Dinnington were rewarded for their 

efforts when their prop went through 3 tacklers to score a consolation try. 

Castleford were pushed all the way by their South Yorkshire opponents and despite the score line 

were involved in a real tussle.  They showed their true resolve and remain at the top of the table.  

Stars for Castleford were Matt Fisher, who played his best game since breaking into the senior ranks, 

Graeme Eadie who was dynamic and direct all afternoon, Graham Pearson who worked hard in 

attack and defence, and stand out performer, Chris Reavely, whose try at the end of the first half 

was the game breaker. 

Castleford take a rest from league rugby next week as they travel to league one Scunthorpe for a 

further test of their spirit and resolve. 

 

Saturday 24 October 2009  

Castleford back on track 

Yarnbury    10     v     Castleford   1XV  31 

Castleford returned to winning ways with a comprehensive victory over Yarnbury in Yorkshire 

One. They were far too good in all departments than their Leeds-based rivals with their forwards 

producing another platinum performance paving the way to victory. 

Injury hit Castleford brought Dale Turner into the centre and Stuart Morley into the pack. 

Castleford dominated the opening quarter with the forwards totally outgunning the home side. 

Following a good touch from the boot of Carl Paterson, Phil Watson stole the throw to provide clean 
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ball and the forward formed a rolling maul that drove over the Yarnbury line for skipper Chris Willett 

to claim the try. Debutant Dale Turner stepped up to add the conversion to give Castleford a 0 ς 7 

advantage after 5 minutes.  

The Castleford forwards were totally dominating the scrum and from a scrum 10 metres out they 

drove the Yarnbury pack backwards for Chris Willett to pick up and force his way over for a second 

try. Dale Turner was again on target to give Castleford a 14 point advantage after 10 minutes. Turner 

then kicked a penalty to extend the lead to 17 points.   

On 21 minutes Castleford were awarded another scrum 10 metres out and were rapidly pushing 

Yarnbury back towards their own line, when Yarnbury deliberately collapsed the scrum giving the 

referee no real alternative but to award the penalty try. Turner again stepped up to add the extras 

giving a 24 point lead. 

Castleford appeared to ease up a little and were punished when a spirited Yarnbury hit back with a 

well worked try on 25 minutes. Castleford became over-eager at the ruck and conceded several 

penalties for trying to steal the ball. These penalties kept Yarnbury in the game and frustrated the 

referee. 

Yarnbury then produced another try when they collected a loose ball from a Castleford lineout, 

resulting in their number 6 being driven over to reduce the arrears to 10 ς 24. This gave the 

Yarnbury pack renewed confidence and they started to play with great spirit. Castleford then paid 

the penalty for their indiscipline at the ruck with first hooker Tom Fletcher being yellow carded on 

35 minutes for interfering with a tap penalty when offside and then flanker Joe South following 3 

minutes later, for repeated offenses. 

Castleford played sensible rugby for both sides of the half-time interval to prevent Yarnbury from 

taking advantage of the extra numbers. The only score in a competitive second half was from 

Castleford when back and forwards combined well, with Paterson and Philpott creating the opening 

for supporting Prop Gareth Paul to force his way over. Turner slotted the conversion to give 

Castleford the 10 ς 31 victory. 

The entire Castleford pack was outstanding and Paterson, Turner, Philpott, Hayward and Jeffels were 

the pick of the backs. 

Castleford entertain Dinnington at Willowbridge Lane next Saturday. 
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Saturday 24 October 2009  

Cougars Destroy Leaders to Take Top Spot 

Castleford Cougars  48  v   West Leeds 20 

Castleford consolidated their composed performance against lack lustre North Ribblesdale last 

ǿŜŜƪ ǘƻ ǘǳǊƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘȅƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅ ²Ŝǎǘ [ŜŜŘǎΣ ǿƘƻ ǿŜƴǘ ƛƴǘƻ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΩǎ ¸ƻǊƪǎƘƛǊŜ aŜǊƛǘ 

League 2 encounter at Willowbridge lane as league leaders. 

Castleford were without Stand-off Dale Turner and Hooker Tom Fletcher who were rightly promoted 

to the first team following strong performances, and despite their easy victory the previous week 

Castleford went into the game knowing that they would have to play to their true potential to beat 

table topping opponents. 

/ŀǎǘƭŜŦƻǊŘΩǎ ƎŀƳŜ Ǉƭŀƴ was to keep the ball tight and wear down West Leeds in the greasy 

conditions.  This came to fruition early on as the Castleford pack dominated the tight play with 

controlled rucking and dynamic mauling.  A lineout 40 metres out saw Chris Reavely, who dominated 

the set piece all afternoon, steel the ball on the West Leeds throw.  Quick ball saw centre Gareth 

Grant-Mills drive to within 20 metres of the try line, leaving defenders in his wake.  The forwards 

recycled well and quick ball from scrum-half Mick Watts enabled stand-off Nathan Davies to feed his 

back line.  Full-back Greg Eden linked into the line and fed Dave Pursglove to score his 10th try of the 

season.  Davies landed the conversion and Castleford led 7 nil. 

Minutes later Pursglove scored his second, a brilliant individual effort as he pounced on a loose ball 

to beat 4 defenders and score under the posts.  Davies converted to make it 12 nil. 

Castleford then attempted to commit rugby suicide as they tried to score from every attack and 

dropped ball after ball in the wet conditions.  This gave West Leeds a lifeline and they attacked the 

Castleford line for 15 minutes.  Characteristically the Castleford defence held firm and all West Leeds 

had to show for their prolonged pressure was a penalty goal. 

Castleford then settled down and were buoyed by their defensive efforts.  Further control from the 

pack, led by the back row combination of Andy Allen, Steve Guest and Niam Waterland, drove 

Castleford to within 20 metres of the West Leeds line.  A rolling maul from the back of lineout saw 
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Watts feed Grant-Mills on a short ball.  Grant-Mills offloaded to the supporting Davies who scooted 

in under the posts for excellent try which he converted.   

Castleford were now on fire and a strong run from Andy Key took them into the West Leeds half.  

Prop Alex Bremer took a short ball from the back of the ensuing ruck and drove to within 10 metres 

of the line.  The forwards set up a maul and Andy Allen broke to score a try borne out of excellent 

team play.  Davies pushed the conversion to make the half time score 26 ς 3. 

Castleford began the second half in the same vane and were handling the ball with great aplomb.  

Forwards and backs combined well to give their supporters the best rugby of the season so far, and 

all this against an opposition that came to Castleford as league leaders. 

The next try was another team effort.  Great handling in the tight from John Lloyd, who replaced the 

evergreen Andy Allen, and Niam Waterland gave winger Luke Kenyon space to attack the line.  He 

straightened, beat the full-back with a graceful shimmy and powered his way over the line with 2 

defenders on his back. 

The next try saw Grant-Mills cap an excellent individual performance by scoring a try at the side of 

the posts.  He linked well with his centre partner Dave Lamb and beat 3 defenders, showing great 

strength and balance.  Davies converted and Castleford went 33-3 in front. 

Castleford continued the rout and tries from Reavely and Key made the score 48-3.  Castleford then 

switched off and West Leeds crossed for 3 late tries that made the final score 48-20.  This made the 

score look respectable and took the gloss of an accomplished Castleford effort. 

This was a balanced team performance with backs and forwards linking well to deliver some 

fantastic flowing rugby and sees Castleford go to the top of the table.   Stand out performances for 

Castleford were back rower Niam Waterland who worked tirelessly in attack and defence and 

showed the form that saw him an ever present for the first team before his knee injury, winger Dave 

Pursglove who took his try scoring tally to 11 for the season, and prop Alex Bremer who was 

outstanding with his defensive efforts, ball stealing skills and strong running. 

Castleford go to arch rivals Dinnington next week and will need top play for the full 80 minutes to 

ensure another victory.  TO VIEW PHOTOS FROM THIS MATCH JUST CLICK ON THE PHOTO BELOW (Courtesy 

WŀŎǉǳƛ hΩDŀǊŀύ 
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Saturday 24 October 2009  

Castleford 3 XV  19  v  Old Modernians 2XV  12 

When the Old Mods centre skipped out of a tackle and scorched in for a try in the second minute 

of the game it looked like it was to be a long afternoon for the Cas 3rds. But this Cas side are made 

of sterner stuff and the home pack started to impose their will on the game and after a superb 

eight man effort at a scrum 40 metres out scrum half Daz Coulson picked up and breezed through 

a gap to sprint in for a try that levelled the scores. 

The score gave Cas the confidence  to play a more expansive game and centre John Senior finished 

off a great move to power under the posts as 4 Old Mods defenders were brushed aside to give Cas 

ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘ ǿƛǘƘ {ƛƳƻƴ DǊŜŜƴƘŀƭƎƘΩǎ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ /ŀǎ ŀ мн-5 lead. Cas were now in total 

dominance and the pack lead by Adam Thackray and Danny Adamson tore into the visitors defence 

with gusto, but  with several chances to score being wasted by bad handling in the backs. From one 

dropped ball Old Mods ran 80 metres to score which left the half time score level at 12-12. 

The second half was almost a carbon copy of the first half with the big Cas pack in the ascendency 

but the backs not able to finish, until centre Sal Battensby stepped through 3 defenders on a mazy 

30 metre run to the line with Greenhalgh adding the conversion.  

There was to be no more scoring in the game but the result was still in doubt when Old Mods 

attacked out wide and looked to be in for a try only for flanker Nathan Fisher to intercept their try 

scoring pass and clear the danger. 

Best for Cas were  3 points John Senior, 2 points Mick Adamson, 1 point Adam Thackray. 

http://picasaweb.google.co.uk/steveball97/COUGARSVWESTLEEDS241009
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Saturday 17 October 2009  

¢ǳǊƴŜǊ ƻƴ CƛǊŜ ŦƻǊ tǊƛȊŜ /ƻǳƎŀǊǎΩ tŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ 

Castleford Cougars 63 ς 0 North Ribblesdale 

Following a disappointing performance at West Park Leeds last week Castleford Cougars bounced 

back and treated their supporters to a near perfect 9 try romp at home against North Ribblesdale 

in their Yorkshire Merit League 2 encounter. 

Although it is difficult to single out any one player in what was an awesome team performance, 

special credit has to be given to stand-off Dale Turner who was the catalyst for the Cougars in his 

home debut.  He displayed great vision and a cultured rugby brain, enabling his backline to 

penetrate the North Ribblesdale defence at will.  His tactical kicking from hand was excellent, 

distribution of the ball outstanding and to put the icing on the cake he achieved a 100% goal kicking 

record with 9 conversions from 9 attempts. 

Castleford went into the game with a strong team and showed their mettle from the start with solid 

defence straight from the kick off.  They also displayed great patience and did not get flustered when 

their early forays into opposition territory did not produce points.  After 5 minutes Castleford were 

forced to reshuffle when an injury to scrum-half Mick Watts saw him leave the field and later require 

4 stitches to a nasty mouth injury.  Lee Hinchcliffe replaced Watts and proved a more than able 

deputy throughout the performance that was to follow. 

!ŦǘŜǊ мл ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ /ŀǎǘƭŜŦƻǊŘ ŎǊƻǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǇǇƻƴŜƴǘΩǎ ƭƛƴŜ ǿƘŜƴ slick cross field handling saw the 

whole backline touch the ball before feeding winger Dave Pursglove for his 7th try of the season and 

the first of his hat-trick.  Turner converted to give Castleford a 7 nil lead. 

The next try was the culmination of excellent play that saw backs and forwards combine to go 70 

yards for what was one of the tries of the season.  Strong running by flanker Dave Lamb penetrated 

the North Ribblesdale defence before dynamic rucking set the platform for prop Alex Bremer to 

charge towards the line.  The forwards recycled the ball and quick hands from Hinchcliffe enabled 

Turner to chip majestically to the corner for Pursglove to score his second try under the posts which 

was easily converted.  14 Nil to Castleford. 
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After solid defence centre Nathan Davies was rewarded for his efforts and strong running when he 

picked up a loose ball to scamper in under the posts after some neat footwork.  More slick handling 

from the backs saw Pursglove cross for his hat-trick before the first forty was over.  Turner converted 

both tries to give Castleford a 28 nil half time lead. 

The second half saw Castleford start off  exactly where they finished and the spirited North 

Ribblesdale defence had no answer for the strength, pace and ingenuity of the Castleford side.   

A penalty in the Castleford quarter saw Turner fire the ball 50 yards down field into touch.  The 

Castleford lineout, anchored by Niam Waterland and Graham Pearson, was a well oiled machine and 

a pinpoint throw from Skipper Tom Fletcher enabled quick ball to be moved away from contact into 

the hands of centre Gareth Grant-Mills.  Grant-Mills trundled the ball to within 5 yards of the line. 

Quick ruck ball and a neat switch from Turner saw winger Luke Kenyon to bounce off his opposite 

number to score near the posts. 

With confidence in buckets, Castleford began to play rugby that would not have been out of place on 

a Harlem Globetrotters and continued flair from the backs, coupled with an unrivalled physicality 

and control from the pack saw Castleford drive to within 10 metres of the line.  Bremer took a short 

ball from Hinchcliffe and capped another strong personal performance with a well deserved try. 

Castleford were not quite finished and as the game drew to a close Grant-Mills was rewarded for his 

strong, tireless running with 2 excellent tries.  Turner converted both, one from the touchline to 

conclude his perfect afternoon with the boot. 

The Castleford pack worked tirelessly all afternoon and all deserve plaudits for their efforts, without 

which the backline would have been unable to work their magic.  Best for Castleford were Kenyon, 

Pursglove, Grant-Mills and man of the match Dale Turner. 

Castleford entertain West Leeds at Fortress Willowbridge Lane next Saturday for what even at this 

stage of the season could prove to be a title decider. 

Saturday 17 October 2009  

Baildon 2XV 5  v Castleford 3XV 50 

 The thirds recorded their first win of the season with an 8 try performance at Baildon.  
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The Cas pack set their stall out early on as they pushed the Baildon 8 off their own ball at the first 

scrum and dominated through out the early exchanges. From one powerful drive from the forwards 

scrum half Simon Jones fed winger Simon Greenhalgh who squeezed in at the corner for the first try.  

From the restart stand off Daz Coulson made a strong break and fed centre John Senior for the first 

of his brace of tries. With the Cas pack completely dominant a break from Mark Fisher was well 

supported by Matthew Fisher who handed on to Simon Jones to score at the side of the posts. 

Before the half time break Cas crossed again this time full back James Smith out paced the Baildon 

back line to score out wide and Cas led 31-0 at the break . 

There was to be no let up in the second half for Baildon as Cas crossed early with replacement 

winger Jake Fisher ending a move where 6 cas players handled the ball in a movement that covered 

half the length of the pitch. Sal Battensby crossed for a try after more good work from Daz Coulson 

and Jake Fisher scored the final try as he scooted through the Baildon defence leaving 5 defenders in 

his wake. With the last play of the game Baildon grabbed a consolation try which was well deserved 

as they stuck manfully to their task all afternoon. 

Best for Cas were  3 points John Senior, 2 points Matthew Fisher and 1point Nathan Fisher. 

 

Saturday 10 October 2009  

Back from the dead 

Castleford  1XV   26     v     Skipton     18 

With fifteen minutes remaining, Castleford were trailing Skipton 18-7 and staring their first home 

defeat of the season in the face. But this side, never gives up and they stormed back, with a hat-

trick of tries, to take the spoils and sustain their pressure at the top of Yorkshire One. 

 !ŦǘŜǊ ǇƻǿŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΩ ŘŜŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ ƭƛƴŜΣ ǇǊƻǇΣ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ ƭƛƴƪŜŘ ǘƻ put full back, 

Craig Jeffels in at the side of the posts for his second try and trigger the fight-back.  

A much changed, Skipton side, had the best of the opening quarter and took full advantage of 

Castleford indiscretions at the breakdown to stretch into a six-point lead through the boot of 
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outside-half, Alex Naylor. The deficit could have been worse had the referee not ruled a forward 

pass as skipper Jonathan Richards broke clear ten metres out. 

Castleford steadied as their pack began to gain ascendency, putting increased pressure on their 

opponentsΩ ŜƛƎƘǘΦ hǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƘŀƭŦΣ /ŀǊƭ tŀǘŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ǇŜƴŀƭǘȅ ƪƛŎƪ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƻǳŎƘ ǘŜƴ ƳŜǘǊŜǎ ƻǳǘΦ {ŜŎƻƴŘ 

Rower, Phil Watson secured the line ball and three drives from Johnson, fellow prop, Gareth Paul 

and skipper, Chris Willett set up the position for Jeffels to collect the short ball from Paterson and 

power over for the score under the sticks. Winger Ian Mattison added the conversion and Castleford 

were unlikely first-half leaders. 

Despite their scrum domination, Castleford were unable to build on their lead and were set back on 

their heels by two pieces of individual Skipton brilliance. Winger, John Dillon and then centre 

Richards accelerated through a non-existent home defence to score a brace of tries and race into an 

11-point lead. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǘǳƴƴŜŘ /ŀǎǘƭŜŦƻǊŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀŎƪ ǘƻƻƪ Ŧǳƭƭ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭΦ CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ WŜŦŦŜƭǎΩ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǘǊȅΣ ŀ 

Paterson penalty found touch five metres out. Willett pivoted the ensuing rolling maul, before 

transferring the ball to hooker, Andy Key who emerged with the score. 

Mattison converted before putting the icing on the victory cake after intercepting on half way and 

sprinting unopposed into the corner. 

The match was a thriller from start to finish, with both sides providing exciting rugby moments to 

entertain the visiting Yorkshire President and the large crowd of Castleford Vice Presidents.  

 

TO VIEW OTHER PHOTOS FROM THIS MATCH JUST CLICK ON THE PHOTO BELOW (courtesy Jacqui 

hΩDŀǊŀύ 
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Saturday 10 October 2009  

Cougars Pay for Lack of Discipline 

West Park Leeds  2XV 10  v   Castleford Cougars 8 

Castleford Cougars snatched defeat from the jaws of victory in their Yorkshire Merit League 2 

encounter away at West Park Leeds.  They started the day unbeaten during league rugby in 

2009/2010 and sitting on top of the table, but were made to pay for a 10 minute period in the 

second the half when their indiscipline and lack of maturity handed a game that they should have 

won to their local rivals. 

Castleford went into the game missing several key players due to unavailability and injury.  Despite 

this they were able to give debuts to promising new recruits Gareth Grant-Mills, Dale Turner and 

Alfie Gude.  They were also given the luxury of utilising first team scrum half Graeme Eadie, who was 

returning from a 3 week injury lay off, and back rower Niam Waterland who was playing his first 

game for the Cougars following a 12 month absence due to knee surgery. 

http://picasaweb.google.co.uk/steveball97/CASVSKIPTON101009
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The tone of the game was set straight from the kick off as West Park Leeds demonstrated their 

intentions to throw the ball around and play fast flowing rugby.  After 7 phases and staunch 

Castleford defence, West Park Leeds were penalised for holding on to the ball on the floor.  

Castleford outside half, Nathan Davies, stepped up and coolly slotted the penalty through the posts 

from 40 metres.  This gave Castleford a 3 nil lead and this was the way it would stay until half time. 

Both sides continued to play exciting rugby and both had opportunities to score.  Grant-Mills and 

Eadie went close as the first half drew to a close. Reavely and Waterland were majestic in the line-

out, securing good ball for the Castleford pack to drive and probe into West Park territory.  Grant-

Mills showed his quality with several strong runs which penetrated the West Park defence and gave 

Eadie quick ball to use the exciting Castleford backline.  

Centres, Danny Milton and Dave Pursglove asked questions of the West Park defence on a number 

of occasions, but a lack of control and continuity prevented Castleford turning the screw and making 

the game safe. Castleford were made to defend for long periods as the West Park backs and 

forwards combined to stretch their resolve to the limit.  As has become characteristic of this yearΩs 

Cougars side, the defensive effort was not to be breached.  During onŜ ƻŦ ²Ŝǎǘ tŀǊƪΩǎ ŦƻǊŀȅǎ ƛƴǘƻ 

Castleford territory, full-back, Lee Pickup, who was starting to make the shirt his own after 3 

excellent performances, suffered a dislocated elbow whilst executing a copy book last ditch tackle to 

deny West Park a try.  The whole squad wishes him well for a speedy return. 

This injury required Castleford to make some positional changes at half time and this seemed to 

galvanise them as they started the second half with increased vigour and control.   

A solid scrum in the West Park red zone, anchored by Alex Bremer, gave Eadie a platform to use the 

backline.  He threw a perfect long pass to Davies who noticed the West Park winger up in the 

defensive line.  His quick thinking saw him deliver a pin point kick behind the defence.  The bounce 

was kind and Dave Pursglove showed his predatory skills to go over in the corner for his 6th try of 

the campaign so far.  This gave Castleford an 8 nil lead. 

This was the start of a ten minute purple patch for Castleford and a sixty yard break from Pursglove 

would have put the game safe but the West Park full-back pulled him down inches from the line to 

deny him a well deserved try.  From the resulting ruck Waterland and Eadie were both held up 

inches short.  Castleford were now in control and camped in the West Park quarter.  A five metre 
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attacking scrum saw Castleford begin to turn the screw but some poor decision making and kicking 

away of too much possession saw West Park cling on and defend their line. 

This gave West Park new belief and they worked 80 yards down the field into the Castleford quarter.  

¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƛŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘ ōȅ ǇƻƻǊ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ /ŀǎǘƭŜŦƻǊŘΩǎ ƛƴǎƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴƛƴƎ ǊŜŦŜǊŜŜƛƴƎ 

decision after refereeing decision.  From a scrum in the Castleford red zone the West Park centre hit 

a short ball from his stand-off partner and brushed off poor Castleford midfield defence to score 

under the posts.  The conversion was missed and Castleford retained an 8-5 lead.  

With 15 minutes to go and the game on a knife edge a scuffle in the Castleford quarter saw winger, 

Rob Collins and the West Park open side flanker sent to the sin bin. 

Further Castleford indiscipline saw West Park awarded a penalty 20 metres out.  As several 

Castleford players deliberated the decision with the referee the West Park scrum half took a quick 

tap, fed his backs and the West Park centre went over in the corner for his second try.  The 

conversion was missed but West Park took the lead for the first time in the game. 

Castleford rallied from the kick off and good forward play saw them awarded a penalty 25 metres 

out and 15 metres in from the touchline.  Davies stepped up and pushed his kick just wide.  

Castleford continued to battle for the last 5 minutes but their challenge was over and they suffered 

their first league defeat of the season. 

Best for Castleford were Chris Reavely who worked tirelessly around the park all afternoon, Graeme 

Eadie who did really well with some very scrappy ball at the base of the ruck, and man of the match 

Alex Bremer who was faultless at the set piece and demonstrated an unrivalled engine throughout 

the game. 

Castleford return to league rugby at Willowbridge Lane next week as they entertain North 

Ribblesdale and are under no illusions that they need a much more polished performance to get 

back to winning ways. 

Saturday 3 October 2009  

Selby blown away 

Selby     0     v     Castleford     26 
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Castleford climbed into second place in Yorkshire One, after five games, completing their first 

clean sheet of the season. Despite the extremely windy conditions they turned on a superb, four-

try, first- half bonanza to blow away lowly Selby.  

The game was just five minutes old when the visitors breezed into the lead. Pack pressure secured a 

scrum fifteen metres out and outside half, Carl Paterson seized the opportunity to stamp his 

ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻǾŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƻǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƴŜǊΦ ²ƛƴƎŜǊΣ Lŀƴ aŀǘǘƛǎƻƴΩǎ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ 

died in the wind. 

Selby stand-off, Chris Quinn failed to reduce the gap when his penalty attempt sailed wide in the 

severe gale. 

But CaǎǘƭŜŦƻǊŘ ǘƻƻƪ Ŧǳƭƭ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ǿƘŜƴ vǳƛƴƴΩǎ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘŜŘ ŘǊƻǇ Ǝƻŀƭ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŀƭŦ ǿŀȅ ōƻǳƴŎŜŘ ŘŜŀŘΦ 

From the resulting scrum, centre, John Bramham and fullback, Craig Jeffels combined to send 

aŀǘǘƛǎƻƴ ŎƭŜŀǊ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǳŎƘƭƛƴŜ ǎƛŘŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿƛƴƎŜǊΩǎ ƛƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴǘ ŎǊƻǎǎ-field kick was snapped up by 

flanker, Joe South who accelerated to the side of the posts. Mattison added the first of his three 

conversions. 

Paterson skilfully used the wind to gain fifty metres with a towering touch-finder. Second-row, Phil 

Watson leapt high to gather clean line ball and set up the maul. Skipper, Chris Willett fed scrum half, 

Gary Smith who went blind to open up the space for winger, Martin Dye to cream his opposite 

number and skate in and around under the posts. 

Castleford made the game safe with a brilliant piece of individual skill from centre, Jason Dunwell. 

When the ball squirted loose from a crunching Castleford defensive tackle on halfway, Dunwell 

ƘŀŎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭƭ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {Ŝƭōȅ ŦǳƭƭōŀŎƪΩǎ ŦǳƳōƭŜΣ kick 

through and pounce on the ball over the line and send the visitors in with a 26-0 half-time lead. 

No further points were scored in the game as the conditions took over, but once again the Castleford 

eight, with prop, Stephen Johnson and second rows, Dave Reed and Watson prominent, had done 

enough to create the winning base.  

To their credit, Selby were much stronger in the second half but were unable to breech the defiant 

Castleford defensive line, despite having numerous opportunities to do so. 
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UnfortǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅ ǿŀǎ ǎƻǳǊŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ /ŀǎǘƭŜŦƻǊŘΩǎ ǿƛƴƎŜǊΣ 5ȅŜ ǎǳŦŦŜǊŜŘ ŀ ōǊƻƪŜƴ ƭŜƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

second half. 

TO VIEW OTHER PHOTOS FROM THIS MATCH JUST CLICK ON THE PHOTO BELOW  

όŎƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ WŀŎǉǳƛ hΩDŀǊŀύ 

 

 

Saturday 3 October 2009  

Castleford show their claws 

Castleford Cougars 17 v Selby 2XV 5 

The Cougars continued their impressive form with a convincing victory in this friendly against a 

team from the Merit table above them. The game was very competitive but spoilt by the strong 

wind that was blowing straight down the pitch. 

Playing against the wind in the first half Castleford opened the scoring after 12 minutes when the 

forwards set a platform in mid field and the backs combined well to create a half gap that enabled 

centre, Dave Pursglove to use his electric pace to burst though the defensive line and go in at the 

posts, giving Castleford a 5 ς 0 lead. 

{Ŝƭōȅ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƎŀǊǎΩ ŘŜŦŜƴŎŜ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǿŀƛǾŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ƎŀƳŜ 

was end to end with both sides creating half chances but scrambling defences came out on top. The 

Castleford forwards worked hard to provide space for an outstanding backs division to test the Selby 

defence, with centre partners, Danny Milton and Dave Pursglove everywhere in both attack and 

defence. 

http://picasaweb.google.co.uk/steveball97/1XVVSELBY031009


CASTLEFORD RUFC THE CLUB TO JOIN   

 

 

The Cougars extended their lead to 10 ς 0 when good combinations of passes created another half 

gap for Dave Pursglove to scorch through, breaking 2 attempted tackles to go in under the sticks for 

his second. 

With half backs, Nathan Davies and Craig Fawcett keeping the backs flowing forward, Castleford 

always looked to have the upper hand, but a very well drilled Selby refused to accept second best 

ŀƴŘ ƪŜǇǘ /ŀǎǘƭŜŦƻǊŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜΦ /ŀǎǘƭŜŦƻǊŘΩǎ ƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǇŀŎƪ ƻŦ !ƭŜȄ .ǊŜƳŜǊΣ ¢ƻƳ 

Fletcher, Mat Fisher, Gary Richardson, Chris Reauley, Paul Connell, Stuart Morley and Graham 

Pearson enjoyed a tough physical encounter and edged the game. 

The half time score was 10 ς 0 to Castleford. In the second period the pattern of the game remained 

the same with Castleford never getting total control of the game, but always slightly on top. 

/ŀǎǘƭŜŦƻǊŘΩǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǘǊȅ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŎŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƎƻƻŘ ōŀŎƪ ǇƭŀȅΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƛƴƎŜǊ wƻō /ƻƭƭƛƴǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ƎƛǾŜƴ 

space out wide allowing him to round two attempted tackles and cut back inside to score by the 

posts. Nathan Davies was on hand to add the extras to give the Cougars a 17 -0 advantage. 

Selby kept up the pressure and were rewarded 5 minutes from time with a consolation try. Best for 

Castleford were Danny Milton, Dave Pursglove and Graham Pearson. Although the entire team again 

gave an outstanding display. With several players still getting to know their teammates, there is still 

more to come from this outstanding Castleford side. 

 

 

 

Saturday 26 September 2009  

Castleford overwhelm Heath 

Castleford  1XV   63     v     Heath     17 

Castleford produced an 8-try, second-half, champagne performance to overturn a first half deficit, 

and climb to third place in Yorkshire One. The pack took control with a surge from the final 

quarter of the first half, to build the second-half platform that allowed their backs to cut loose. 
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Indeed, Heath threw down the gauntlet with a spirited first half display that put Castleford on the 

back foot, as they raced into a 10-point lead through a penalty from full back, Barry Littlewood, who 

ǘƘŜƴ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƘŀƭŦΣ  DŀǊȅ IŜǘƘŜǊƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǎǘ ǘǊȅ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎǘǎΦ   

Winger, Ian Mattison gave the home side some respectability with a penalty just before the break to 

register the first of a twenty-eight point haul from the game. 

The second half was only two minutes old when Mattison landed a penalty to reduce the arrears.  

From the restart the pack drove a ten-ƳŜǘǊŜ ǎŎǊǳƳ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǇǇƻƴŜƴǘǎΩ ƭƛƴŜΦ ¢ƘŜ 

Heath eight collapsed the drive, and the referee awarded the penalty try to give Castleford the lead 

they never relinquished. 

This proved to be the turning point and the pack turned the screw to produce an awesome 

performance that saw further tries follow at a steady pace for the remainder of the half. 

Centre, Jason Dunwell started the procession as he powered through the defensive line to score 

wide out. 

Outside half, Carl Paterson began to work his magic with a series of pin-point, touch-finders that put 

Castleford deep into Heath territory. His accurate long pass gave winger, Martin Dye the space to 

accelerate into the corner from thirty metres. 

Another, Paterson kick down the touchline side stood up for full back, Craig Jeffels to gather and 

skate in under the posts. 

The pair combined for the next score ǿƘŜƴ tŀǘŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ǎƘƻǊǘ Ǉŀǎǎ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧŜǎǘƛŎ WŜŦŦŜƭǎ ƛƴ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ 

second. 

Further excellent backs play culminated in a Mattison try wide out, when the winger followed up a 

neat Bramham kick to the corner. 

Bramham then ghosted through a non-existent Heath defence to register the next score. 

Hetherington added his second as Castleford paid for some slack defence, before man-of-the-match, 

second-row, Dave Reed broke clear to send, flanker, Joe South in for his fourth try of the season.  
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This was a clinical second-ƘŀƭŦ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴǳǎǘ Ǌŀƴƪ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƛƴ /ŀǎǘƭŜŦƻǊŘΩǎ ŦƻǳǊ ȅŜŀǊ 

resurgence in league rugby. Reed, Jeffels and Paterson were the stand-outs in a superb whole team 

performance.  

TO VIEW OTHER PHOTOS FROM THIS MATCH JUST CLICK ON THE PHOTO BELOW (courtesy Jacqui 

hΩDŀǊŀύ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 26 September 2009  

Castleford continue on right track 

Heath 6  v  Castleford Cougars 22  

http://picasaweb.google.co.uk/steveball97/1XVVHEATH260909
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The Cougars continued their impressive start to the session with an outstanding display at Heath 

despite seven changes. Castleford were handicapped by the last minute loss of one of their props, 

resulting in them having to opt for uncontested scrums, which in accordance with the laws meant 

playing with a man short for the entire game. 

Heath were first on the scoreboard with a penalty to take a 3 ς 0 lead. Castleford stormed back on 

15 minutes as their  tremendous spirit enabled them to adapt to playing a man short. Both forwards 

and backs combined to put the Heath defence under pressure before good handling by the backs 

allowed Dave Pursglove to cross in the corner and give Castleford a 3 ς 5 advantage. 

Further Castleford pressure gave the backs good field position stretching the Heath defence and the 

backs combined well to put centre Danny Tomkinson through for a well taken try. Heath hit back 

with a penalty to make it 6 ς 10 at half time. 

Despite the hot day Castleford soon gained the ascendancy and great combinations between the 

forwards and backs resulted in the try of the game with centre Danny Milton going in under the 

posts after seven successive phases of play. Unfortunately the conversion attempt hit a post to leave 

the score at 6 ς 15. 

Castleford then made the game safe when winger Dave Pursglove scored a great individual try, 

breaking out wide from within his own half before stepping inside and outpacing the cover to score 

under the posts. Luke Kenyon added the conversion to give Castleford a 6 -22 victory. 

Castleford came close on three other occasions and their backs were guilty of trying to play some 

over- adventurous balls resulting in interceptions and lost balls. The entire pack worked extremely 

hard to compensate for the man short. 

The commitment of Alex Bremer, Chris Reauley, Steve Hayward, Stuart Morley and Andy Allan was 

immense. Tom Fletcher, Steve Hayward, Lee Kerry and Phil Rule were everywhere, disrupting the 

opposition and denying Heath the time and space to counter. The backs were tremendous in both 

attack and defence with centres Danny Milton and Danny Tomkinson tireless. Half backs Mick Watts 

and Nathan Davies kept Castleford moving forward and wings Luke Kenyon and Dave Pursglove were 

always dangerous and full back Rob Collins totally safe. 

With everyone playing well it is difficult to name individuals but Tom Fletcher, Danny Milton, Dave 

Pursglove, Chris Reauley, Alex Bremer and Andy Allan stood out.     
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Saturday 19 September 2009  

Castleford throw it away 

Sheffield     34     v    Castleford  1XV   28 

Despite scoring more tries than their opponents, Castleford suffered their first defeat of the 

season in Yorkshire One. Their failure to play percentage rugby in their own twenty two, coupled 

with a one-sided penalty count against for numerous infringements at the breakdown, presented 

Sheffield with the opportunities they needed to grow in self belief and gain the victory. 

A poor first half display was made respectable in the eighth minute of added time when flanker, Joe 

South detached from a five-metre maul to power through the gap and score an opportunist try at 

the side of the posts. Sure-footed, winger, Ian Mattison kicked the first of four from four 

conversions.  

{ƘŜŦŦƛŜƭŘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƘŀƭŦΣ 5ƻƴŀƭ /ƻƭƭƛƴǎ ǎŎƻǊŜŘ ŀƭƭ Ƙƛǎ ǎƛŘŜΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƘŀƭŦ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŘǊƻǇ Ǝƻŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ 

ǇŜƴŀƭǘƛŜǎ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ Ŧǳƭƭ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ /ŀǎǘƭŜŦƻǊŘΩǎ ƛƴŘƛǎŎǊŜǘƛƻƴǎΦ LƴŘŜŜŘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ Ƴǳch 

worse had he not missed two further penalty attempts. 

 Castleford appeared to have turned things around at the beginning of the second half when they 

stunned a shell-shocked Sheffield side with successive converted tries to create a 9-point cushion. 

Carl Paterson orchestrated the response when he intercepted on his own twenty two before racing 

forty metres and sending winger, Martin Dye scorching down the touchline side and around under 

the posts to edge the lead. 

Paterson followed this up with a clever dummy, side-step and short pass, twenty metres out to put 

second rower, Dave Reed in at the side of the posts unopposed to stretch the lead. But Collins soon 

reduced the gap with another penalty to bring the home side to within a converted try.  

Sheffield reduced the arrears to a single point when indifferent defence allowed winger, James 

Montgomery acres of space for a powerful weaving run to the corner. Centre, Joe Cribley then 

ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ŀŘŘŜŘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ /ŀǎǘƭŜŦƻǊŘ ŀƴȄƛŜǘȅ ǎŎƻǊƛƴƎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƻƭƭƛƴΩǎ conversion restored 

{ƘŜŦŦƛŜƭŘΩǎ ƭŜŀŘΦ 
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But once again the Castleford pack dug deep, spearheaded by inspirational prop forward, Stephen 

WƻƘƴǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎŎŀǾŜƴƎƛƴƎ ŦƭŀƴƪŜǊΣ {ƛƳƻƴ 5ŀǾƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇŀŎƪΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΩ ǎŎǊǳƳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 

ninety degrees on numerous occasions throughout the game finally paid dividends. From the turn 

around, the opposing eight had no answer to their concerted cohesive forward push, five metres 

out. The resulting collapse secured the penalty try and restored the one-point advantage. 

With the match going into overtime, Castleford paid heavily for trying to run the ball out from their 

own twenty two instead of kicking for position in touch.  From the breakdown the high touch-finding 

kick from fullback Craig Jeffels sliced in field and was returned with gusto by a powerful back 

response that opened up the weak defensive line to gift Cribley a second try under the posts and 

seal the victory.  

Castleford will look back on a match they should have won. The team and coaching staff will need to 

ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōǊŜŀƪŘƻǿƴ ǎƘƻǊǘŎƻƳƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƛƎƘǘŜƴ ǳǇ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘǿŜƴǘȅ ǘǿƻ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ 

home game against Halifax based Heath if the team is to capitalise on its strengths and return to 

winning ways. 

TO VIEW OTHER PHOTOS FROM THIS MATCH JUST CLICK ON THE PHOTO BELOW όŎƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ WŀŎǉǳƛ hΩDŀǊŀύ 

 

 

 

Saturday 19 September 2009  

 

Castleford tame Leos 

http://picasaweb.google.co.uk/steveball97/CAS1XVVSHEFFIELD190909
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Castleford  Cougars 37  v  Leodiensians  2XV  10  

!ŦǘŜǊ ƭŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ŘƛǎŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ ŀǘ wƛǇƻƴ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ōŜŀǘŜƴ ōȅ ŀ ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜŘ ǘǊȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ 

whistlŜΣ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƎŀǊΩǎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ƭƛŦŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ [ŜƻŘƛŜƴǎƛŀƴǎΩ ǎƛŘŜΦ 

This was a tremendous team performance by Castleford with both backs and forwards showing 

tremendous spirit, ability and commitment. 

Castleford opened strongly and were rewarded on their third attack when a quick ball from the 

forwards was moved quickly along the backs to right wing Luke Kenyon. He made a powerful break 

but was caught just short, stayed on his feet and managed to slip a neat pass to supporting flanker 

Steve Hayward who scored in the corner for a 5-0 advantage. 

Steve Hayward then stretched the lead to 12 ς 0 when he collected the ball in midfield to break the 

[ŜƻΩǎ ŘŜŦŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎǘƻǊƳƛƴƎ ǘǊȅ after good pressure from the forwards, converted by Dave 

Pursglove.  

Leos reduced the deficit with a penalty for 12 ς 3. Flanker, Simon Horwell was substituted after 20 

minutes after taking a knock to the ankle by the evergreen Johnny Lloyd.  

Danny Milton was next up with a tremendous finish after the backs capitalised on good pressure 

ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ǎǳŎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ [ŜƻǎΩ ōŀŎƪǎ ƛƴ-field before sending quick ball out for the 

backs to stretch they opponents. This allowed space for Danny to power his way over to give 

Castleford a 17 ς 3 half time score line.   

The first half performance was based on a powerful pack providing a solid platform with half backs, 

Nathan Davies and Paul Philpot, linking well with the backs to keep Castleford in total control. At half 

time Castleford brought on substitutes, Chris Brown and Mick Watts. 

Chris Brown was next to score after the forwards gained good field position. Nathan Davies chipped 

forward and the ball bounced unkindly for the defence allowing Chris to gather and force his way 

past two defenders for a great try to extend the lead to 22 -3. 

Craig Fawcett was next to score with the best try of the game when the ball went across from one 

ǘƻǳŎƘƭƛƴŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ōŀŎƪΣ ōŜŦƻǊŜ /ǊŀƛƎ ǎǘƻǊƳŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΩ ŘŜŦŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

touchdown to stretch the lead to 27 ς 3. Craig then capitalised on some good handling by the backs 

to make a powerful break and score his second try within 3 minutes, extending the lead to 32 ς 3.  



CASTLEFORD RUFC THE CLUB TO JOIN   

 

 

Just when it looked like Leos would not score a try they raised their game and five minutes of 

sustained pressure resulted in a touch down near the posts for a converted try to reduce the arrears 

to 32 ς 10. Castleford came storming back with a great break down the touchline by Dave Pursglove 

to give a final score of 37 ς 10. 

Castleford were unlucky not to score at least 3 more tries as both Danny Milton, Chris Brown and 

Dave Pursglove just missed out then they looked likely to score.   

/ŀǎǘƭŜŦƻǊŘΩǎ ŦǊƻƴǘ Ǌƻǿ ƻŦ !ƭŜȄ .ǊŜƳŜǊΣ ¢ƻƳ CƭŜǘŎƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ bƛƎŜƭ hǿŜƴǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ƎƻƻŘ ǎŎǊǳƳ ōŀƭƭ ǘƻ 

provide a platform for the side and, on top of this, they showed an outstanding work rate in loose 

play.  Second rows, Graham Pearson and Mark Small won good line ball and worked hard in the 

loose.   

Back rows, Steve Hayward, Andy Allen, Simon Horwell and Johnny Lloyd were outstanding in both 

scrum and loose play. Half backs, Mick Watts, Nathan Davies, and Paul Philpot controlled the game 

with good decision making and intelligent use of the ball. Centres, Craig Fawcett and Danny Milton, 

showed good handling skills and strong runningΣ ǘǊƻǳōƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΩ ŘŜŦŜƴŎŜ ŀƭƭ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

wings, Dave Pursglove and Luke Kenyon, had strong games. 

/ŀǎǘƭŜŦƻǊŘΩǎ ŘŜŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǿƻǊƪ ǊŀǘŜ ǿŀǎ ƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎΣ ǿŜǊŜ ǿŜƭƭ ƛƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǘƛǊŜƭŜǎǎƭȅ ǘƻ 

shut Leos out of the game. The pick of the Castleford players were Craig Fawcett, Andy Allen, Steve 

Hayward and Chris Brown.  

Saturday 12 September 2009  

Castleford 1XV  28 v Malton and Norton 25  

Castleford maintained their 100% start in Yorkshire 1 with a mixed display against a very well 

drilled and determined Malton side. 

Castleford started the stronger and after 10 minutes the home forwards provided quick ball to the 

backs and some slick handling enabled winger, Martin Dye space on the outside to beat his man and 

score in the corner. Stand-off Carl Patterson missed the conversion attempt to leave Castleford with 

a 5-0 advantage. 
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The game was end to end but Castleford looked to have the edge and this was demonstrated 7 

minutes later when centre, Jason Dunwell chipped the defence and centre partner, John Bramham 

ǿƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ŧƻƻǘ ǊŀŎŜ ǘƻ ŘƛǾŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ /ŀǎǘƭŜŦƻǊŘΩǎ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƻ мл-0. 

Malton narrowed the gap with a penalty making the score 10-3. 

Next flanker, Joe South scored his first league try for Castleford when he scooped up a loose throw 

in the lineout and broke quickly to score a superb solo try, beating 2 would be tacklers on his way to 

the line. Patterson again pushed the conversion attempt across the face of the posts to give 

Castleford a 15 ς 3 score line. 

Castleford skipper, Chris Willett then joined the action with a quick pick up from the base of the 

ǎŎǊǳƳ ŀƴŘ ōǊƻƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ aŀƭǘƻƴΩǎ ŘŜŦŜƴŎŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƻŦŦƭƻŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦƭŀƴƪŜǊΣ WƻŜ {ƻǳǘƘ ǿƘƻ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ 

his way over under the posts for his second try. Patterson added the conversion to extend the lead 

to 22 ς 3. 

Castleford then lost second row, Phil Watson who caught a Malton boot to the head when trying to 

tidy up a loose ball on the floor. Chris Reauley came on as a blood replacement and played the rest 

of the game. 

Malton narrowed the gap with the softest of tries when Castleford were obstructed in getting to a 

loose ball; the referee was unsighted and the Castleford forwards merely stopped, expecting the 

ǿƘƛǎǘƭŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ aŀƭǘƻƴ ǎŎǊǳƳ ƘŀƭŦ ǇƛŎƪŜŘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ /ŀǎǘƭŜŦƻǊŘΩǎ ǎǘŀǘƛŎ ŘŜŦŜƴŎŜ for a simple 

converted try.  This gave a half time score of 22 ς 10. 

Malton enjoyed the better of the second period scoring a converted try after 60 minutes to give a 22 

-17 score line. Carl Patterson responded with a penalty for Castleford to extend the lead to 25 -17. 

Castleford brought on scrum half, Graeme Eadie for Gary Smith and prop, Stephen Clough for tight 

head Stephen Johnson.  

Malton notched another penalty to edge to 25 ς 20. Patterson then dropped a goal to give 

Castleford an 8 point advantage after good pressure from the forwards.  Malton stormed back with 

an unconverted try on the final whistle to end the game narrowly defeated 28 ς 25. 

Castleford lost their shape in the second half as Malton played some good controlled rugby and both 

sides went close on at least 2 other occasions but the defences held.   




