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Season 2009/10 Match report archive
27 Februan2010
No Heath cliffhanger
Heath 33 v Castleford 1XV 18

Another depleted Castleford squad suffered their third Yorkshire One defeat in a row against a
side they had beaten by over sixty poinis the home game back in September.

There was no inclination of the tuaround to come as the Castleford pack, including new faak
signing, Gareth Burns from Wheatley Hills, completely dominated their counterparts insidatke
first half.

Castlee NJRh@hdlity th turn their massivpossession into points cost them dearly in a second half
when Heath used their home ground slope to full advantage to pin the visitors in their own twenty
two for long periods with towering high kicks that tested fuick lan Mattison and wingers Martin
Dye and Luke Kenyon, keeping the visitors on the back foot.

Castleford denied themselves a giliged opportunity to take the lead inside two minutes instead
taking a quick tap and were made to pay when full back, Ben Littlewood slotted a similar penalty
opportunity to gain thelead.Outside half, Carl Paterson levelled things wiseaond penalty

attempt after unluckily hitting the upright with his first attempt.

The cohesive Castleford pack used their weight to good effect at every scrum disthptimgme
feed and gaining valuable metres by forcing the Heath eight back on their owin.ptiastleford

took the lead from a fivenetre scrum when the pack headed over the line for scrum half, Nathan
Davies to touch the ball down.

Unfortunately, Castlefrd could not convert numerous chances to add to their lead with Heath
absorbing their superiority with some excellent stonewall defence. To make things worse, Littlewood
reduced the lead to two points with a penalty just before the half time break.

Heah regained the lead inside three minutes of the restart when a efiet move was firshed by
winger, Josh ListeThree further tries followed in quickuscession with catalyst outside half, Giles
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Hetherington central to the revival. The first came when the Castleford pack were pushed over their
own line from a fivemetre line-out, with seconerower, lan Spence emerging with the ball.

I S KSNR yt3unargufdspliyitii ICastleford defensive line as he raced untouched to the
corner, and scrum half, Neil Francis put the game beyond the visitors as he darted in under the posts
from a fivemetre scrum Castleford rallied and they were awarded a penalty try late on which
Paterson converted. The last word went to Hetherington with a-teéden drop goal.

/I adt S FaiNgRm alanreame unstuck in the second half and on no occasion did they vary
things by sending the ball wide to test the Heath backs.

New-comer, Burns made an excellent debut with powerful, méitstingruns and was easily the
pick of the bunch. Castleford entertain tof-the table, Wheatley Hills at home next Saturday with
a 3pm kick off.

20 Februarn2010

Dinnington 20 v Castleford 1 XV 14
A much changed Castleford side rambington close in a tense competitive match.

Dinnington struck first when the Castleford defence knocked on near the touchline, and believing
the ball had bounced on the line failed to react allowing Dinnington to scoop the ball up and break
the defensivdine to score a converted try.

Castleford levelled within 6 minutes when staofl Carl Paterson chipped into the corner for flying

winger Martin Dye outpace the defence and score a try converted by Paterson fbisadteline.

Castleford then lost scrummalf Nathan Davies to the sin bin following a tackle from and offside
LRaAdAz2y a4 | GFL) LISyrtaded /1aGf ST2NRQa mn YSy

With the return of Nathan Davies Castleford appeared tceealittle but the pack were guijt of
allowing a Dinnington forward to break on the edge of a ruck to score a converted try near the posts

g
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to give a 14; 7 lead. Just before the break Dinnington were awarded a penalty which resulted in a
17 ¢ 7 half time lead.

Castleford stuck to their &k well for the next 20 minutes despite the loss of flanker Simon Davies

for not releasing the ball quickly enough in a tackle. Castleford were the next to score when another
Paterson allowed winger Dye to outpace the defence for his second try, agaiertzuhisy

Paterson, to reduce the deficit to X714 and set up a tense last 15 minutes.

Castleford upped the pressure but despite going close twice the Dinnington defence held.
Dinnington worked their way up field and almost scored themselves before oadttegained
possession. Castleford spun the ball the width of the field to give winger Dye space, he outpaced the
cover and was approaching the fullback when he was pulled back for a disputed forward pass.
Dinnington were awarded a penalty for the verpabtest giving a final scoreline of 20L4.

This was a tremendous defensive display from Castleford, which but for the 2 momentary lapses
would have given them a good result. Flying wing Martin Dye and standoff Carl Paterson took the
eye for Castlefordrad young winger Luke Kenyon gave a solid display on his first team debut.

20 February2010
Cougars Maintain Title Push
Castleford Cougars 21 v Dinnington 2nds 0

The Cougars had to dig deep against a game Dinnington outfit to record their fourth deaet of
the season. The victory stretched their unbeaten run to seven games and maintained their
pressure at the top of Yorkshire Merit Two

Both teams began slowly as they strove to come to terms with the sticky underfoot conditions, and
ittook 15minii Sa 0STF2NB GgAYIASNE 51 @3S tdzNERIf 23S oNRTS
mazy fifty metre run from inside his own half. Dale Turner was on hand to carry the move forward

and only lasditch defence prevented the score, as the outside half wakléal just short.

Skipper, lan Mattison led from the front with a neaerfect display at fulback, safely collecting
numerous high balls under pressure and creating excellent attacking positions with his accurate kicks
to touch.

af
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Scrum half, Graeme Eadivas busy throughout the afternoon and his quick delivery from a ruck on
half way put Turner in space. Centres, Paul Philpot and Gareth-Mibscarried play downfield
and Pursglove finished the move to squeeze in at the corner and open the scoring.

Despite further pressure late in the half, with winger Lee Pickup unlucky not to score after a
powerful surging run, the Cougars were unable to add to theioiht lead.

The Castleford pack began to gain in confidence from the start of the second ttedffasnt row,
Matthew Fisher, Nigel Owens and Steve Clough provided the platform to gain cleaner ball for the
backs. Strong bursts from second rowers, Graham Pearson and Stuart Morley forced the visitors
onto the back foot and they conceded a penalty viahidattison slotted to increase the lead.

Further concerted pressure brought two further penalties and Mattison was again on target adding
the second from five metres in from the touchline.

John Lloyd and Neil Mattison came off the subs bench and wemisaaction with penetrating

runs. Into the final quarter, the Cougars decided to play a more expansive game and Pursglove
appeared to touch down out wide from a ppoint Turner kick but the referee was unsighted and
ruled a fivemetre scrum.

Another cras field assault soon made amends as Pursglove turned provider when he straightened
before feeding Morley who capped a mafithe-match performance by powering in at the side of
the posts. Mattison added the conversion to seal a deserved victory.

13 Februay 2010

Backdown to earth

Castleford 1 XV 12 v Yarnbury 21

Castleford were brought back down to earth with a bang as they were beaten by Yarnbury in
Yorkshire One. Both teams were undstrength but it was the visitors that rose to the occasion to
gain a deserved victory.

Debutantes, prop, Alex Bremer and flanker, Stuart Morley joined the reshuffled pack with Dave Reed
suspended and skipper, Chris Willett injured.
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Castleford made the best possible start with a cracking backs try. Centre, John Brahaeam
through the visitorStefensive line before passing to cenpartner, Steve Hayward. Fullback, Craig
Jeffels carried the move forward before édfading to Lee Land. The winger cleverly dummied inside
before turning the ball outside to supportirianker, Joe South who crossed for the score.

The try stung the opposition into action as they gradually grew stronger in self belief and took the
game back to the home side.

Winger, Jason Avison began the fightback with a penalty before winger, Mank Dok full
advantage of some abysmal Castleford tackling to-stdp his way over for the try, as the visitors
stretched into an &oint half time lead.

/'Tadt ST2NR adlF NISR GKS aS02 y-nekrade, But weNualg o & + F 3G SN
turn pressure into points.

Indeed it was Yarnbury who increased their lead when centre, Jason Avison finished offfaeltoss
move. Outside half, Steve Riley added the conversion before turning the screw with a penalty
following a high tackle.

Castleford then decided to play and had their best spell in the final quarter. They reduced the gap

with a wellworked try from a Smetre scrum. Skippefor-the-day, Simon Davies detached from the

scrum base to feed scrum half, Nathan Davies. Outside halRC t G SNB 2y Qa RSt A3IKG T
Hayward in space to power over at the side of the posts. Paterson slotted the conversion to put

Castleford within a converted try.

/| 2y OSNISR /Fadf ST2NR LINBaadz2NE T Affhasuigedodry f 2 01
field resulted in a penalty which Riley kicked to put the game beyond the home side.
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to winning ways next week away against Se¥trkshire based Dinnington.

13 Februan2010
Cougars Fight Hard to Maintain Title Push

Leodiensians 17 v Castleford Cougars 20
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Castleford travelled to Leodiesians for their Yorkshire Merit League 2 game and were made to
fight until the final whistle in order to maintain their push for promotion.

They were much changed from the previous week as a result of unavailability and injury, but
welcomed back scrushalf Graeme Eadie following a well deserved run in the first team and full

back Lee Pickup who started on the bench after dislocating his elbow at West Park Leeds in October
last year.

Castleford got the perfect start as they forced their opponents into lbofuom the kick off. From the
resulting lineout the forwards drove to within 10 metres of the line. Quick ball from schafh

Eadie enabled stand off, lan Mattison to use his back line. From a planned move, centre, Daniel Price
picked the perfect line ahdanced through the defence untouched to score under the posts.

Mattison added the extras and Castleford led 7 nil.

If Castleford thought this was the start of an easy afternoon they were very much mistaken and Leos
dug deep to force a contritional bagtl The Leos forwards started to take control and Castleford

gave away penalty after penalty to piggy back the home team deep into their half. A further penalty
was given away within kicking range and the Leos stdhdlotted the penalty to reduce the ldao

7-3.

Castleford continued to have the best of the game and created several chances through their elusive
backs. One such move started in the Castleford quarter and quick hands from Mattison and Price
saw centre, Gareth GraiMills feed winger, BriaicCarten. McCarten galloped down the wing

creating a two on one. He drew the fillck but the final pass drifted forward to deny Price a

second try.

Not deterred by this Castleford continued to throw the ball around and some astute tactical kicking
from Mattison put Castleford in the LeGsalf. Great work at the breakdown, from back rowers,
Richard Davies, Andy Allen and Mick Watts, recycled the ball quickly to give the backs more good
ball. Watts, had been central to everything good for Castleford thhowt the game, and provided

the pass to send centre, GraMtills racing 20 metres to score under the posts. Mattison converted
and Castleford led 18 and were in control.
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With the half drawing to a close Leos got a foothold in the Castleford half and se@ak fringe
defence saw them drive to within metres of the line. From the ensuing maul their sealfm
dummied and dived over for a converted try to make the scord @4

Castleford were awarded a penalty 30 metres from the line from the final pltheajame.
Mattison stepped up and slotted over the kick with his usual metronomic aplomb to give Castleford
a 1710 lead at the break.

The second half started in the worst possible fashion for Castleford as they slackened off in defence.
Leos exploitedte gaps on the fringes to make a break. Good cover defence looked to have

thwarted the attack but a slip pass to the supporting scHoaff saw him dive over for his second try.
This was converted and Castleford led1147 Both sides threw caution to thend for the rest of the
game, running the ball from everywhere on the field. Mattison slotted another penalty which was
cancelled out by one from Leos.

As the game drew to a close Leos were on the attack and Castleford dug deep to cover the threat
and defand their slim lead. As the final whistle went the Castleford team were noticeably relieved
and knew that they had been made to show all their mettle and resolve to hang on-fof 2igtory.

The whole team showed their steely qualities to maintain thballenge for promotion and best for
Castleford were Mattison, whose tactical kicking put the team in the right positions to score their
points, Eadie, who was alive and darting around the ruck and showed slick distribution, and man of
the match, flanker Mik Watts who covered every blade of grass and generated valuable turnover
ball in a tight game.

13 Februan2010
CAakK fFryR& aha FFTGSNJ |1 doéQa ol R 0NBI
Castleford 3XV 12 Leodiensians 3XV 0

Superb defence was the key to tHenird@ eighth win on the trot,but the game was
overshadowed with the injury to popular prop forward Mick Huby who left the field early in the
game with a badly broken arpnwe all wish him a speedy recovery.

After this early setback Cas took the game to Leos and after a scrum \iiriown 22 metres the
Cas backs cut loose with the ball sent through the hands to winger Duncan Bulloch he powered past
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his opposite number and turned the ball to supporting full back James Smith he in turn drew the
Leos full back and sent prolific tryosmg centre John Senior on a 20 metres sprint to the posts for a
sensational score which Senior also improved with the conversion.

This try buoyed Cas and although under considerable pressure at the scrums the forwards hung in
there and won quality balkém line outs and turnovers with their aggressive counter rucking. From
one such turnover scrum half Simon Jones switched play to open side flanker Dave Lamb, he broke
the first tackle and fed winger Daz Coulson and from 30 metres he showed th@lkfnge a clean

pair of heels to fly in at corner for a try which went unconverted but with 20 minutes gone Cas lead
12-0.

That was to be the last score of the game as Cas turned in what can only be described as a fantastic
rear guard action as every singlayér tackled themselves to a standstill as Leos threw everything
they had at them. Special mention must go to skipper Gary Fisher who stepped up to front row after
the loss of Mick Huby and turned in a sterling man of the match performance.

Best for Cas we 3 pts Gary Fisher 2pts Dave Lamb and 1pt John Senior.

6 February2010
Back tobackwins
Castleford1XV 10 v Sheffield 6

Despite being reduced to fourteen men for the final half hour, Castleford dug deep defensively to
record an excellenYorkshire One victory in this tojpf-the-table clash against kiorm, second
place Sheffield.

The visitors had won the away fixture with the final play of the game and Castleford were relishing
the opportunity to redress the balance, so the scene wadmen titanic battle of strength at
Willowbridge Lane.

Indeed, Castleford had the chance to take an early lead but winger, Dale Turner hit the upright with
the penalty attempt. Sheffield took advantage of the miss and drove downfield from the restart.
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They were rewarded with a penalty which outside half, Donal Collins, converted to give the visitors
the lead.

Sheffield soon added a second Collins penalty to go into the second half with a des@oiad 6
lead.

/ KNRA & 2 Atime t8IK sbad paidietidednds and a positive start to the second half signalled that
the fightback was not long in coming.

Throughout the game the visitors had targeted Lee Land with high kicks but the winger was equal to
the challenge, confidently collecting the ball andabirg his opposite number with ease to gain
valuable metres.

From one such take, the ball was moved infield forming an attacking maul. Drives from prop,
Stephen Johnson and Willett powered forward before the ball was swung inside to John Bramham.
The cente went on a defencaplitting run from thirty five metres out before passing to fiodick,

Craig Jeffels, who charged over for his tenth try of the season at the side of the posts. Outside half,
Carl Paterson slotted the conversion as Castleford edgédrin

With half an hour remaining, Castleford were reduced to fourteen when second rower, Dave Reed
was redcarded for stamping. The Castleford pack made deep inroads from the restart and as the
referee signalled the penalty, Paterson steadied and lartiedirop goal to stretch the lead.

Sheffield then tested both the home side resolve and their defensive qualities for the final quarter as
they tried to promote their oneman advantage. Jeffels made an excellent-tisth try saving tackle

and the Cas#ford eight withstood the onslaught defending seven {metre scrums in the final five
minutes. Johnson and Willett showed their experience with some excellent counter rucking that
resulted in turnover ball in the dying moments as Castleford securedtiats to restore their
promotion potential.

This was an aliound team effort with backs, Land, Bramham , Jeffels and Steven Hayward
outstanding defensively, in a game that was truly reflective of a top of Yorkshire OneRxdisim-
of-the-table,YarnoNE ' NB ySEG { I GdzZNRIFI @8Qa GA&aAiG2NEBR & |/

6 February2010

Pressure of Local Derby Knot Enough to Unsettle Cougars
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Castleford Cougars 33 v Knottingley 0

Castleford returned to league rugby for the first time sin@8th November 2009 and despite a
spirited performance from local neighbours Knottingley they were simply too strong for their
opponents.

Castleford started the day in second place with 3 games in hand over leaders West Park Leeds and
knew that they couldhot afford anything less than a 100% effort in order to maintain their challenge
for top spot and promotion.

Castleford started the game very sluggishly and it was obvious that they needed to get their second

wind very quickly. Knottingley, on the othieand, started the game very strongly and had the better

2F GKS SINIeée SEOKIy3aSao /I adt ST2NRQA dzadza t adet g
Knottingley pack turned over ball after ball as the Castleford forwards failed to get to the pace of the

game.

As the half progressed Knottingley grew in confidence and got over the Castleford line twice, only to

be thwarted by some strong last ditch defence. This sprung Castleford into life and good kicking from
stand-off, lan Mattison, put them on the adick. Castleford disrupted the Knottingley loet and

ad2tS  olff 2y GKSANI 2LIRYySydQa ljdzad NISNI f AySo L
Pearson, saw the ball worked wide quickly. Centre, Danny Price, spotted a gap behind the defence
anddelivered a measured chip to the corner for winger, Luke Kenyon, to chase. Kenyon outpaced his
opposite number to touch down in the corner. Mattison goaled from the touchline to make it 7 nil at

half time.

The half time team talk demanded much more frane tCastleford players and this was evident as
they started the second stanza with increased enthusiasm and structure. From the kick off a good
take from number eight, Richard Davies, saw the pack take control. Strong running from Paul
Connell, Chris Reayehnd Andy Allen enabled Castleford to gain a foothold in the Knottingley half.
Quick ball from scrurhalf, Lee Hinchcliffe, was the catalyst for the back line to make use of their
superior pace and skill and the ball was spread wide for centre, Garetit-Riits to beat 2 men

before feeding Luke Kenyon. Kenyon stepped inside the full back and for his second try. Mattison
pushed the touchline conversion inches wide.
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Knottingley restarted and Chris Reavely rose to take a difficult catch. He beat tluefestler and

found himself in space with 60 yards to go. He used every bit of his pace and awareness to beat the
full back and hold off the cover defence to score under the posts. This was the try of the game and
testament to his effort and commitment alfternoon. Mattison goaled and Castleford led 19 nil.
Castleford were now in control but Knottingley continued to test them in both attack and defence
and showed their mettle despite being on the wrong end of the scoreboard.

[ adt ST2NRQA& manifictui@dddit ofdggbod forlvald canyinuity with their back row
starting to dominate. Quick hands from the three quarters created a 2 on 1 and Price released the
ball at the right time to send Kenyon over for his hat trick try under the posts. Mattisovecked

and the result was now clear with Castleford commanding a 26 nil lead.

Richard Davies put the icing on the cake and crowned an excellent individual performance with a try
which Mattison converted to give Castleford a 33 nil victory.

Castleford faight hard for their win and Knottingley were excellent opponents who certainly do not

deserve their position at the bottom of the table. Best for Castleford were Richard Davies, lan

Mattison, hat trick hero Luke Kenyon and man of the match Chris Reaveldeatikiered a polished
LISNF2NXYIFYyOS |ft2y3 gA0GK | y2GS LISNFSOG NBYRAGAZ2Y

30 January 2010

Back to winning ways
Castleford 1XV25 v York 13
Castleford celebrated their return to winning ways with a comprehensive pack pearfance that
NEAG2NER O2yFARSYOS FyR aStfT 0StASTO /' adt ST2NF
dented back in October, when York inflicted their worst defeat of the season, so it was important

that they responded positively.

Skipper, Chris Wiitt, must have feared that fate was about to repeat itself, when, with the first play
of the game, outside half, Carl Paterson decided to send the ball wide inside his own-twenty
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instead of playing percentage rugby. The ball was spilled, for the dageek running, and York
flanker, Stuart Davies pounced to put the visitors in front.

Paterson, then proceeded to make amends with a series of excellent touch kicks to take his side
deep into the York twentywo. Continued Castleford pressure paid dividemwhen debutant scrum

half, Nathan Davies, touched down after a forward thrust from the pack. Winger, Dale Turner added
the conversion to put the home side in front.

The sides then cancelled each other out until just before the interval when Castlefendjgtened
their grip on the game. Again it was catalyst Paterson that presented the long pass that gave winger,
Lee Land the space to dive in at the corner and stretch the lead-f0 12

During the first half the powerful Castleford pack had denied theieugork backline the ball, so
the second half was finely balanced on their ability to resume their dominance.

Castleford soon delivered after runs from centre, John Bramham and Willett created the mid field
platform for a quick cross field move that sawnger Land skate in for his second try wide out.

A concerted spell of York pressure resulted in a Paterson yellow card and outside half, Paul Williams
reduced the lead with the resulting penalty. Full back, Craig Jeffels took over at outside half with
flanker, Joe South filling in at centre.

/' adf ST2NR RdzZZ RSSL) (G2 ¢gAGKadlryR GKS | 2NJ] LINBaao
when the returning outside half intercepted and raced seventy metres with his first touch of the ball.

Turner was on targewith the conversion to put Castleford in the driving seat.

Unfortunately, what had been an excellent game of rugby was dragged down when a late tackle
erupted into a freefor-all with one player from each side being dismissed.

In the dying minutes of thgame, York flanker Davies added his second try, but it was too little too
late and Castleford deservedly returned to winning ways.

daty
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second rower, Phil Smith am¢athan Davies both influential in a complete team performance.

Third-place Castleford take on secopthce Sheffield, at home next week in aareanged, topof-

the-table promotion clash.
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23 January 2010
{ljdzr RQad RSLX SGA2ya oAdS
Skipton 20 v Castleford 1XV 14

Castleford continued their disastrous start to the new decade as they slumped to their second
consecutive defeat against a Skipton side that needed a victory to ease their botbdithe-table
position in Yorkshire One.

A severely deplted squad warranted the inclusion of centre, Daniel Price, who had played just
fifteen minutes of rugby since his knee surgery five months ago.

.dzi GKS @QAaAG2NBR YIRS GKS o0Sad LRaaAroftsS aidl NI
Hayward io space. The centre took play into the home twenty two before recycled ball gave
Paterson the opportunity to crogddck. Winger, lan Mattison gathered the ball before cleverly-side
stepping and scoring at the side of the posts. His accurate conversighepuisitors 70 in front.

As the half wore on, the home side gradually came more into the game and finally reduced the
arrears when scrum half, Adam Oldfield kicked a penalty when a Castleford came into a ruck from
the side.

Further Skipton pressure alrabpaid as Castleford were forced to carry over and concedeatke
scrum. A blindside snipe resulted in winger, Matt Spears squeezing in at the corner as the home side
went in front.

Skipton then turned the screw even further when winger Richard Délossed just before the
break to make the half time score 43

The second half saw Castleford subjected to long spells in their own half with their defence tested to
the limit. They held out until mid way into the half, when instead of playing percemtag®y in

their own twentytwo they decided to spread the ball wide and paid the price when the ball was
spilled and snapped up by centre, Jonathan Richards who sprinted in for the skiireld@dded

the conversion

3 K



CASTLEFORD RUFC tHe cLue To s0in

Castleford then gritted their teeth anlgad their best spell of the match, spearheaded by a powerful
charge from prop, Stephen Johnson that took them deep into the home half. From the rolling maul
that followed, returning skipper, Chris Willett was on hand to claim the touchdown. Mattison added
the points and Castleford were back to within a converted try.

Substitute scrum half, Nathan Davies, staked his claim for a starting place with darting runs from
numerous quickly taken tap penalties, but the fairytale ending was not to be and Skiptontran
worthy winners, a victory that eases their relegation worries.

Castleford retained third place in Yorkshire One but will need to dig deep in their three successive
home games that follow to resurrect any hopes they have of promotion.

Double troubk for Sheffield
Sheffield 3rd XV 3 v Castleford 3rd XV 45

Cas thirds recorded a double over Sheffield with a superb performance as once again their pack
RSAGNRESR GKSANI 2LILRYSy(iaQ SAIKG gAGK | L2 g SNFdA
paceand precision.

The first try came after sustained pressure in the Sheffield 22 led to the ball being fed to Phil Rule
who barged over from 15 metres with Lee Kerry adding the extras and Ca$ le&héffield then

had their best spell of the game and wemwvarded with a penalty which brought them te37but

that was as good as it got for them as Cas tore into them at the restart and scrum half Sal Battensby
fed centre Dave Lamb who swept in for a try with Kerry again converting to maka itBefore hdl
GAYS /1 a4 a02NBR F3IFAYy GKAA GAYS [FY0oQa OSYGNB LI
pack and quick hands from half backs Battensby and Kerry put him in at the corner the conversion
was missed but Cas led-B%at the break. The second halégone way traffic as the big Cas front

five crushed their opponents with props Adi Oldroyd and Mick Huby leading the way with crunching
tackles and powerful surges with ball in hand. From one more destroyed Sheffield scrum the backs
passed along the linend winger Duncan Bullock raced away to score from 40 metres the conversion
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was successful. More pressure from Cas saw second row Mark Fisher break from a ruck to feed Lee
Kerry he handed on to Full back James Smith and he sprinted away to score agtbetke posts.

The pain was not over for Sheffield as Cas piled on more misery with Senior claiming his second try
beating 3 defenders on his way to the try line and saving the best for last was back rower Danny
Adamson who gathered the restart brushed 2fdefenders threw an outrageous dummy to find

himself on a 50 metre sprint to the line which involved a crunching hand off to the Sheffield full back
who had sprinted back gamely as his dispirited teammates stood and watched.

Special mention goes out teater carrier Harry Stevenson who kept the Cas players well served
throughout the game.

Best for Cas were Sal Battensby 3 points, Jeff Holinshead 2 points with Mick Huby and Adi Oldroyd 1
point each.

Saturdayl16 Januar2010
Castlefordjust miss out
Castleford 1XV 20 v Selby 21

Castleford lost out in an exciting end to end game against local rivals Selby. Castleford started the
stronger but defence and indifferent handling resulted in some missed opportunities.

Castleford took the lead on 14 minuteden Standoff Carl Paterson dropped a goal from 30 metres.

Selby visibly grow in stature and determination has the game progressed and made no mistake
when Castleford lost the ball in their own 20 metre area. Good handling by their back line allowed
spacefor their right wing to score an unconverted try in the corner giving thent 8 &dvantage.

Castleford were made to pay for indiscipline at the ruck and Selby extended their lead from 2
penaltestogivean1do | R@F y Gl 3S® / I & (bacKwith MEBamharh @dvidingd K Sy ¢
the pass to allow fullback Craig Jeffels to storm through for a try, converted by lan Mattison to

reduce the arrears to 14 10.
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Selby hit back with a converted try to extend the lead ta;11®. Castleford hit back whenqy

Stephen Johnson made a powerful run before slipping an inside pass to centre Mikey Hayward who
ghosted through the Selby defence to score an excellent try, again converted by lan Mattison. This
resulted in the half time score of Selby 18 Castleford 17.

The second half was end to end with Selby enjoying a slight advantage, although Castleford nudged
ahead with a Mattison Penalty for 2018. Selby were not to be denied and responded with a
penalty of their own to snatch a 2120 victory.

Saturdayl6 &nuary2010
Cougars Show Thedre No Turkeys to Shak®ff Christmas Blues
Selby 5 v 13 Castleford Cougars

Castleford visited higher league opponents Selby for their first outing since 28th November 2009.
Despite the long lay off, Castleford battled héifor 80 minutes to ensure that they started the
New Year in exactly the same fashion as they ended the old one, with a well deserved victory.

Castleford fielded a strong side and went into the game with confidence and determination. They
were further basted by the return of skipper Tom Fletcher after an extended injury lay off, and
playercoach Danny Price, returning to the squad for the first time since having knee surgery in the
closed season.

The game was played on an excellent pitch, a creditéoSelby ground staff considering the

weather over the past few weeks, and started off as a real arm wrestle with both sides trying to get
the upper hand from the early exchanges. Despite the size advantage of the Castleford forwards
they were out musclechithe first 20 minutes, as Selby set out their stall and worked hard to win
every breakdown.

Castleford weathered the storm as they were down to 14 men and some good tactical kicking from
fly-half Dale Turner relieved the pressure. Castleford began tomébp as scrunhalf Nathan
Davies directed his forwards around the field with an improved efficiency, ably assisted by strong




CASTLEFORD RUFC tHe cLue To s0in

runs from Phil Smith, Stuart Morley and John Lloyd. Although they went close on a couple of
occasions Castlefordere unable tdoreach the Selby line and the half ended in a nil nil stalemate.

After the half time team talk, Castleford accepted the challenge to increase their work rate and
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into the half they were again reduced to 14 men as Dale Turner wdsrsiad for a shoulder

charge. Castleford realised that they were now in a real tussle and a strong rolling maul went close

to the Selby line.

I Fadt ST2NRQA ettieSvery tesietldd 1R filll ad-théyRsurYived a 7 minute period with 13
players and Selby on the attack with the bit between their teeth. Strong defence from Graham
Pearson, Matt Fisher and centre partnership Gareth GMifls and James Baldwin repellad that

their opponents had to give. Nathan Davies stepped up and slotted over a penalty to give Castleford
a 3 nil lead and with this came an improved belief.

Turner returned to the field and near numerical parity was restored. One of his first task®wa
attempt a 40 metre penalty. He did this with aplomb and Castleford were 6 nil in front. 5 minutes
later Price came on into the centre, showing a few nice touches and an old head to put the team on
the attack. Selby were not finished though and a pdearance kick gave them the chance to attack.
Despite strong defence and appearing to turnover the ball, a Selby player emerged and trundled 5
metres to the line to score. The referee awarded the try even though the ball appeared to be lost in
contact bebre it was grounded. The conversion was missed and Castleford held a 1 point lead going
into the final ten minutes.

A strong scrimmaging effort from the Castleford eight destroyed the Selby pack and allowed

replacement scrurhalf Mick Watts to pounce onlaose ball and sprint 20 metres to score the

games first try. Turner converted and Castleford leeb1&astleford had the best of the final

exchanges and strong running from fiaick Chris Brown, coupled with bone crunching defence

from Simon Horwell puCastleford in a strong position to increase their lead. Alas the final pass
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polished performance but this was only to be expected after an eight week lay off.

Best for Castleford were Dale Turner, whose tactical kicking earned his team well needed respite,

Chris Brown who neutralised the Selby kicking game with some excellent attacks from deep, and Phil
Smith who worked tirelessly all day, disrupting the Séf®yout and dominating in loose play.
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Saturdayl6 January2010
Pack comes up trumps
Castleford 3rd XV12 v Selby 3rd XV7

Cas thirds ground out a win on heavy ground at Methley with a superb performance from their
pack.

Early on all the pressu@ame from the big Cas pack as Danny Adamson, Mick Huby and Adi Oldroyd
all made bursts in to their opponer@salf but quickly recycled ball was wasted by the misfiring

backs who were struggling in the conditions. It took Cas twenty minutes to opendhagahen

second row Mark Fisher picked up at the back of a ruck and went through a gap, his perfectly timed
pass found centre Dave Lamb who drew the full back and off loaded to his centre partner John
Senior, he scooted under the posts for a fantastyowwhich he converted himself. This score lifted
Selby who up until then had little to offer on attack but for the next 10 minutes were camped in the
Cas half and only outstanding detenfrom winger Jake Fisher and full back James Smith stopped
them crosgig the line as half time approached .

The second half started just as the first had with Cas bossing the scrums and getting over the
advantage line with ease and from one scrum taken against the head the ball was fed out wide to
Dave Lamb who powered ovEpm 30 metres to extend the lead to APwith 20 minutes to go.

If Cas thought they had it all sewn up they were in for a shock as once again the totally committed
Selby side rallied and with 5 minutes to go scored an excellent try with their opefisgidter

backing up a sweeping move to score near the posts and the conversion maegé iB&by then

threw everything at Cas in the last 5 minutes but some resolute defkapt the visitors at bay and

as the final whistle went Cas were happy to recotthed foughtvictory.

Best for Cas were 3 points Dave LathBPoints John Senior and 1 point Danny Adamson.
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Saturdayl2 Decembef009
Mattison contributes 14points as Castleford return to winning ways
Malton & Norton 12 v Castleford 1XV 24

Castlefordreturned to winning ways, in a lively game, against a competitive Malton and Norton
side, in Yorkshire One, to complete their first double of the season.

Castleford took the lead after just four minutes when centre Mikey Hayward displayed clever
footwork to break the Malton defensive line and draw the fullback before putting scrum half,

Graeme Eadie in at the side of the posts. Winger, lan Mattison added the first of three conversions

to give Castleford a dream start.

al fid2yQa NBalLly aaferwhénsd@ne hdifiérént défengedalio®ved flanker, Sam
Triffitt to squeeze in at the corner to reduce the deficit to two points.

But, Castleford stepped up the pace of the game and went close with three breaks, before the

pressure finally told. Mattiso®@2 £ £ SOG SR 2 dzil & A R S-poiat chiFta scare-il\tiie  t
corner, before adding a superb touchline conversion.

Further sustained Castleford pressure resulted in affilatre scrum. The cohesive forward drive

proved too strong and the Maltonight were pushed back over their line, with skipper, Chris Willett
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the driving seat with a 2¢ 5 halftime lead.

The opening quarter of the second half dued end to end rugby with neither side managing to
break the final defensive wall until Mattison stepped up to land ar8re penalty, to extend the
GAAAGZ2NRAQ fSIR YR GF1S KA& LISNaA2YFf OGFffe

Malton continued to battle well ad were rewarded with a consolation try, two minutes from time,
when fullback lan Cooke scored a converted try making the final scayd 24

Best for Castleford were Mikey Hayward, Carl Paterson, Dave Reed and Stephen Johnson.

Saturday5 Decembe009
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Castleford1XV15v Scarborough 22

Castleford were hit by two interception tries as they slumped to their first home defeat of the
season in Yorkshire One. Despite losing they moved up to thirccelan points difference above
Bradford Salem.

Dave Reed moved into the back row in place of injured skipper, Chris Willett and Castleford
welcomed back centrpartners, Lee Land and Mikey Hayward for their first games of the season.

Things began well fahe home side and they were soon deep in Scarborough territory winning a
penalty for nonrelease. Winger, Dale Turner stepped up to put Castleford into the lead.
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line. Castleford appeared to have stemmed the surge but could not prevent prop, Matt Jones from
burrowing over for the score which he also converted.
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Jeffels went on a metrgrabbling touchlineside run. As he was tackled his pass to winger Turner

was cruelly intercepted by Scarborough winger, lan Parkes who strode to the line unopposed.

Castleford were reeling as they set themselves another uphdgreghalf battle.

2 A f f S dimeXidadekappeafed to do the trick as Castleford began the setwadicbriskly.
Influential centre, Hayward showed his class with some dazzlings®g@eing runs and the pressure
finally told when marof-the-match, prg, Stephen Johnson finished off a créiséd move with an
unstoppable, powepacked run to the line.
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own twenty-two, with winger, Paul Philpott on his outigi and the coast clear for a possible long run
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the score. Jones was again accurate with the conversion.

To their credit, Castleford kept cool heads andtowued to exert pressure despite the setback. Their
endeavour began to punch holes in the opposing defence as firstly Reed broke from the scrum base
to send Philpott close and then Hayward set off on another mazy run leavingveu&tklers in his
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wakebefore being stopped. But the visitors finally succumbed when crisp,-iedddhandling was
finished off by yet another bonrshattering Johnson run as he powered in for his second try. Turner
converted to set up an exciting final ten minutes.

This timefurther Castleford pressure could not unlock the visitors defence as they held out for the
win. Jones added a late penalty to flatter the visitors leaving Castleford to ponder what might have
been without those two interception lapses.

Saturdayb Decembe2009
Halifax Vandals V9 v Castleford XV10

A superb defensive display saw Cas 3rds win a tight contest against a strong Vandals side who
were bolstered by the fact they had no first team fixture.

Vandals missed two early shots at goal before Keey opened the scoring with a penalty from 20
metres this lead was short lived as Cas once again infringed at a ruck and Vandals kicked their first of
three penalties to lead-3 at the break.

The second half began with Cas on the attack and strongimgrirom Danny Adamson and Phil Rule
kept Cas deep in their opponents half, whilst outstanding defense from forwards Matt and Nathan
Fisher kept any Vandals counter attack in check.

The game was in the balance as the big Cas pack pounded their opp@nefitsh yS | y R OF LJG I A\
Fisher crashed over for the only try of the game with Lee Kerry adding the conversion to give Cas a

slender lead which they hung on to with more outstanding tackling especially from full back James

Smith.

Best for Cas were 3 poinBanny Adamson 2 points James Smith and 1 point Phil Rule.

Saturday28 November2009

Hard fought and well earned
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Bridlington 22 v CastlefodXV 27

Castleford had to fight a rearguard action for the last quarter of their Yorkshire One gagainst
Bridlington after they were reduced to fourteen men following a fracas involving all players.
Despite scoring four tries to one the home team were kept in the hunt by the trusty boot of
outside half Jamie Muru who took full advantage of Castleddndiscretions to land five penalties.

Crisp, cros$ield handling took Castleford cruising into the home twenty two beforefatik, Craig
Jeffels latched on to a Carl Paterson short pass and ghosted throughexistent defence to the
side of the pots after just three minutes. Winger, Dean Turner added the easy conversion.

The classy backs continued to give the ball plenty of air and made great advances into Brid territory.
The second try was not long in coming when Paterson spotted Turner incd@esace on the

touchline side. His pipoint crosskick was fielded by the winger who neatly si&tepped his

opposite number to squeeze in at the corner.

Muru reduced the lead with a penalty for noalease before the heavy Castleford pack weighed in
with a trademark drive from a fiveetre scrum. Skipper, Chris Willett picked up from the base and
powered his way over. Turner converted and Castleford were coasting&tA® some unknown
reason the visitors appeared to rest on their laurels, keepinggthtight instead of continuing with
the expansive game that had made them look a different class from their opponents.

Of course, Brid seized the opportunity to grow in stature and Muru slotted two penalties just before
the end of the half to give his ghope of a comeback.

Turner and Muru traded early secofidl £ ¥ LISy f §AS&4 o60SF¥F2NB t I GSNBR2Y QA&

metres out. Niam Waterland rose high to take clean ball and the pack drove cohesively over for a
second Willett score. Turner hit the uprightth his conversion attempt but Castleford were well in
control at 2712.
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for the lucky try close to the posts. Muru made no mistake with the conversion andrfikely
home side were back in with a shout.

Then came the skirmish with all players involved. Although many players could have been cited, it
was Castleford winger, Steve Hayward that received his marching orders. The visitors were now

0 2d
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sensationally orthe back foot after being in complete control and Muru kicked the resulting penalty
to further reduce the gap.

The Castleford players dug deep to stem the tide, Paterson was just wide with-galmbpttempt
0ST2NBE (GKS K2YS 0l Odefansivelindvith Ovi deRp intuksie rans.a A (0 2 NA Q
Bridlington is a difficult place to go and get a result and the {emtched victory maintains
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Flanker, Simon Davies had a sound game on his return to his fbanats and he was ably abetted
by skipper, Chris Willett, flanker Dave Reed and props, Stephen Johnson and Gareth Paul.

Saturday28 November2009
Cougars go to Town in Top of the Table Clash
Castleford Cougars 23 v Moortown 10

Third placed Cougars entiined forth placed Moortown at fortress Willowbridgéane for their
Yorkshire Merit League 2 fixture. Unbeaten at home and after a fantastic win against Huddersfield
YMCA the previous week, Castleford knew that they would have to be on their mettle tertarn

a strong Moortown side that contained no less than seven of the first team that lost to Castleford
in the Yorkshire shield last week.

Castleford welcomed back centre Gareth Grifills after 2 weeks in the first team, strong running
full-back DanieTonkinson, Try scoring winger Dave Pursglove, hard working back rowers Graham
Pearson and Stuart Morley, and lwet King Phil Smith. They also gave a start to prop forward Mick
Huby who returned to the fold after breaking his ribs 6 weeks ago.

The gane started in dour fashion with both teams trying to gain a tactical edge via an aerial kicking
battle. In the early exchanges Moortown gained the upper hand and were getting to the breakdown
consistently quicker than the Castleford pack.

/1 adt ST aNR@bEe dgfenbEvas also breached on more than one occasion but spirited
covering saved the day and prevented Moortown from capitalising on their early pressure and
possession. Some inconsistent refereeing decisions left the Cougars team perple>@weasuch
indiscipline saw the Castleford team marched back 10 yards for petulance. This took the penalty
within kicking range and the Moortown centre pushed his attempt just wide.

hy
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This was a let off for Castleford and spurred them into action. The fdsa@egan to gain a foothold
in the game and from a penalty on half way, scroaif lan Mattison took a quick tap and raced 20
metres before throwing a measured long ball to Lee Land. Land beat 2 men and before he could
deliver a try scoring pass he waskéed high by the desperate covering defence. The ever reliable
Mattison stepped up and stroked over the penalty to give Castleford a 3 nil lead.

Castleford were now at the party and although the pack were still off the pace the exciting backline
were stating to exert their advantage. Good forward recycling following a classiolintake from

Phil Smith allowed Mattison to set the backs off on an attack. Stdh@raig Tap was as always
instrumental and he linked well with centres Land and Gidiils. GrantMills carried to within 15

yards of the line and quick ball enabled Mattison and Tap to combine to send the ever improving
Luke Kenyon in at the corner. Mattison just missed with a difficult tdunghconversion and

Castleford went into the breakith an 8 nil lead.

Despite being in front Castleford were given a stern talking to at half time by influential skipper Paul
Connell and were made to rue their indiscipline and laboured approach. The Castleford team that
emerged from the sheds for the smud half was in no mood to relinquish a match winning lead and
despite an early penalty from the Moortown Centre they quickly got into their stride.

The Moortown Hooker was sininned for a professional foul and Mattison stepped up to stroke
over the pendty and nudge the Cougars into an 4.3 lead.

The backs and forwards were now combining well and effective work at the breakdown from
Pearson, Morley and Steve Guest meant that Moortown were unable to compete. Castleford
recycled quickly and a strong rimom Alex Bremer put them on the attack. Quick ball put Pursglove
into space with 50 yards to go and 4 defenders to beat. He pinned his ears back and the outcome
was never in doubt as he left a triumberate of Moortown defenders in his wake before stepping
covering full back to score under the posts. Mattison converted to give Castleford@a k&d with

a quarter of the game still to play.

Castleford did not relax and another 50 yard move saw Tonkinson skirt round several would be
tacklers to scoreut wide following good work from hooker Nigel Owens to secure quick ball at the
breakdown. Mattison pushed the conversion attempt but Castleford were now in the driving seat
and 23¢ 3 to the good.
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Moortown did not relax and continued to throw everytlgirat the Castleford defence. Replacement
full-back Neil Mattison made 2 excellent try saving tackles but the Castleford team were left rueing
their ability to gift opponents a cheap try as Moortown scored under the posts late on. This is a
pattern that wil have to be reversed if they are to push on and compete for the league title.

Despite some early blips the Castleford team were outstanding to a man and it is difficult to single
out individuals. Nevertheless best for Castleford were Gareth @vllig who produced the form

that saw him get his first team call up, back rower Stuart Morley whose work rate was second to
none, and man of the match lan Mattison who played out of position at sdralfrand was
outstanding in all areas of his game.

Castlefordhave a well deserved week off on 5th December but return to league rugby in 2 weeks
when they entertain local neighbours Knottingley for what will be a ferocious encounter.

Saturday21 November2009
Castleford 1XV 45 v  Moortown 3

Castlebrd were far too strong for their Yorkshire Two opponents as they breezed into the second
round of the Yorkshire Shield Cup Competition with dry flourish.

Full back, Craig Jeffels opened the scoring after five minutes when he powered through atgap to t
side of the posts from a short pass. Centre, Dale Turner added the conversion.

Skipper, Chris Willett went over for the second try when he backed up a neat move from scrum half,
Graeme Eadie and Jeffels. Turner landed the conversion.

Outside half, CaMinns reduced the deficit with a penalty when Castleford were caught offside.

The Castleford eight were dominant throughout, disrupting Moortown scrums and making
consistent ground forward on their own pirts. The pack drove over the line, from a finetre
scrum, only for the scoring touch down to be denied by the Moortown scrum half coming around
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offside. The referee had no choice but to award the penalty try. Turner added the easy points for a
21-3 halftime score.

The continuous pressure soon paid dands when Eadie sent flanker, Joe South on atetre
surging run to within two metres. Hooker, Andy Key smuggled the ball to crash over the line. Turner
added an excellent touchline conversion.

Castleford quickly resumed their dominance when proppBés Johnson followed up a quick taken
penalty to bludgeon his way towards the line. Although his momentum was stopped, the pack rallied
to force him over the line for his first try of the season. Turner made itffva-five with the

conversion.

A promisng Moortown attack was intercepted by Carl Paterson on his own twewby The outside
half raced to within five metres before he was tackled. Diminuative scrum half, Eadie picked up from
the ensuing ruck to skate through for his debut try.

Turner was orhand to receive the scoring pass from a crfiskl move to complete the scoring and
a personal, 1§oint haul from the game.

Castleford resume Yorkshire One action next Saturday with a difficult away trip todzest
Bridlington.

Saturday21 Novembe 2009
Cougargurn on the dyle as they do the YMCA
Castleford Cougars 62 v Huddersfield YMCA 5
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put Huddersfield YMCA to the sword in their Yorkshire Mdaague 2 game at Willowbridge Lane.

Castleford welcomed back Lee Land, Alex Bremer, Mick Huby, Neil Mattison and Lee Hinchcliffe and
gave a debut to strong running centre Steve Laurie.

Castleford started the game in shaky form and were penalised 3 fionésdiscipline in the first 5
minutes. Despite conceding possession and territory the YMCA team were unable to make any real
inroads into the solid Cougars defence.
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Turnover ball gave Castleford their first chance to unleash their exciting backs. h@uitkfrom

Nathan Davies, Craig Tap and Lee Land gave Steve Laurie space on the overlap. He beat his winger
and just when it looked like the YMCA defence had extinguished the threat he put in a pinpoint kick
which Tap collected and dived in unopposed emnthe posts. lan Mattison converted to give

Castleford an early 7 nil lead.

This was the beginning of the end for YMCA and Castleford scored a further 6 tries to go in at half
time leading 45 nil.

The second try of the game was an excellent team try kvbiow the ball put through ten pairs of
hands before it was finished in the corner by lan Mattison. The conversion was missed and
Castleford led 12 nil. The next try was a superb individual effort by centre Lee Land who beat 4
defenders before groundintpe ball 15 yards to the side of the posts. Mattison converted to extend
[ Fatt ST2NRQa fSIR (2 M YAt O

The forwards were now dominating their opposition and strong running from Paul Connell and Alex

Bremer put Castleford deep into the YMCA red zone. EtaKkil Mattison spotted a gap and
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sublime handling from the backline which culminated in Steve Laurie picking a fantastic line to

wrong foot the fultback and score under the posts. Mattison converted and Castleford led 31 nil.

The next effort was a forward affair and John Lloyd more than made up for dropping the ball over
the line during a previous attack by controlling the ball at the base of ankittg scrum to dive
over. The trusty boot of Mattison added the extras.

The final try of the half was a second for Craig Tap who latched on to a break from Alex Bremer to
outpace the defence and score under the posts. Mattison converted and Casthedoidn at half
time in buoyant mood.

The key message during the half time team talk was to maintain structure and not concede any
points. In true Cougars style they started the second half in relaxed mood and gave YMCA a sniff of
getting back into the gae. 5 minutes of possession was not enough for YMCA to get over the line
and the resolute Castleford defence held firm. After this initial sSlump normal service was restored
and winger Luke Kenyon was the beneficiary of more slick cross field handimginih try was

another forward effort and John Lloyd went over for the second of a well deserved brace.
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Despite being on the wrong end of a drubbing Huddersfield YMCA were spirited throughout and
they were rewarded for their effort when they went overrfa consolation try with 5 minutes to go.

Castleford were determined not to end the game with this event and from the kick off the forwards
recycled the ball and drove to within 10 metres of the line. Quick hands from evergreenisalum
Lee Hinchcliffsaw Tap dummy his way under the posts to complete his classy hat trick. Mattison
converted to make the final score 85.

This was a convincing team performance with everyone contributing to a great victory. Best for
Castleford were Steve Laurie on débSteve Guest who commanded the breakdown all day and
man of the match Craig Tap who was involved in everything and bagged an individual 15 point haul.

Saturday21 November2009
York RI 2XV 17 Castleford 3XV 10

Castleford 3XV travelled to Yorkl Rnds with a strong expectation of continuing their good recent
form against a York team bolstered by the inclusion of 6 first team players following the
cancellation of their fixture.

The game started well with both sets of forwards testing each othéupuront and both sets of

backs moving the ball well on a cold and blustery afternoon. The game sparked into life after 10
minutes with Castleford reduced to 14 men following a incident in a ruck which could easily have
resulted in a sending off but f@ome sympathetic refereeing resulted in a sin binning for Mark Pitt.
York pushed forward from the resulting line out and scrambled over from close range to get the first
score of the game, the following conversion made the scareir.

Cas stuck to theask for the rest of the period and made several good chances from the backs with

some powerful kicking and chasing coming from Jake Fisher and Chris Richardson on both wings.
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backs John Senior set off on a powerful run bursting through 2 tackles to score in the corner. The
conversion into the strong wind was just short.
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York came back strongly from the kick off and pressed into the Cas half with a stremthdough
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slipped the ball out to the backs to score next to the posts. The conversion was missed so York went
into the half time break 12 5 up.

The secod half started strongly for York and for 20 minutes Cas soaked up tremendous pressure in
there own half. Impressive defence from Danny and Mick Adamson, Darren Coulson, and Adrian
hf RNBe@RX ai2LIISR , 2NJ] Q& Y2 YSydzYynd@hi Buk keegi§ I (
the line intact. Following more strong defence the ball was moved wide and John Senior set off on
another surging break, beating 2 men he then kicked to re gather and crashed over out wide. The
conversion was missed but Cas were badk at 12-10.

After the restart York pressed again and again and with only minutes to go they finally crossed
following a scrappy piece of play with what appeared to be at least one knock on and a possible
obstruction and the game was over. Castlefoederved better in a game which they worked
extremely hard as a team and showed great determination against a strong York team.

Best for Castleford was John Senior 3 points, Danny Adamson 2 points and the rest of the pack 1
point.

Saturdayl4 November2009
Patersonserves upthe coupde-grace
Castleford 1XV 16v Bradford Salem 13

Outside half, Carl Paterson dropped a goal from twenty five metres out to break the deadlock in
this tenselyfought, top-of-the-table tussle to complete anothermazing Castleford comeback and
steal the points against brave Bradford Salem.

The WillowbridgeLaners, showed character and determination in preserving theirgarae,
unbeaten home record with a fivetar second half performance to climb back into setplace in
Yorkshire One.

Ot
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In torrential rain, the visitors threw down the gauntlet and were rewarded with an early opportunist
score. Their enterprising play paid dividends when they ran the ball from a scrum inside their own
twenty ¢two. Outside half, Mihew Booth cleverly croskicked straight into the waiting arms of

Chris Sava. The speedy winger ran thirty metres before hacking the ball forward twice, catching the
Castleford defensive line on the back foot, and winning the chase to the lindaelllJonathan

Davies added the conversion to complement his penalty after three minutes and give the visitors a
commanding, terpoint lead.

Skipper, Chris Willett led from the front with some powerful runs. Props, Stephen Johnson and
Gareth Paul responded #®e forward machine dug in and set about quelling their opposing eight. A
series of drives, with second rowers, Niam Waterland and Phil Watson to the fore won turnover ball
on halfway. Diminutive scrum half, Graeme Eadie, fed Paterson who spotted PpattRhiacres of
space on the touchline side. His ginint crosskick was eagerly snapped up by the winger who
crossed unopposed in the corner to reduce the halftime deficit téo10

The Castleford pack started the second half like a train and was so@rirdeeSalem territory.
Although the visitors defended bravely they could not sustain their rearguard action and finally
capitulated following piercing runs from Number 8, Dave Reed and hooker, Andy Key. Paterson
shapped up the loose ball before sending adong, accurate pass to winger, Steven Hayward who
skated in for the levelling score.

To their credit Salem soaked up further pressure before breaking out and winning a penalty inside

the home side half. Davies found touch ten metres out. Second ral@an Morrell took clean line
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and Davies made easy work of the conversion from in front of the posts to edge the visitors in front

with fifteen minutes renaining.

This acted as a stinging catalyst to nesaydie Castleford who quickly gained the ascendency again
aided by some excellent scavenging from flanker, Simon Davies. A Salem player was penalised for
holding on and centre, Dale Turner kept his narvéhe difficult underfoot conditions to tie the

scores again.

The tired Salem pack was subjected to further increased pressure as Castleford strove for the
victory. Paterson added the coufe-grace with an acut@angled twentyfive metre drop kick with
three minutes remaining to complete an excellent personal performance.
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Castleford breathed a huge sigh of relief when Booth narrowly missed with a drop goal in the dying
moments as they held on for the deserved victory. Both teams endeavoured to play ogsn rug
throughout the afternoon in atrocious conditions and served up a memorable contest for the
enjoyment of both sets of supporters.

/'Tadt ST2NR KI @S | ¢SS1Qa NBad FTNRY St 3dzS Rdzie
Yorkshire Two, in the First Rouafithe Yorkshire Shield Competition.

Saturdayl4 November2009
Cougars Devastated by Their Lot at Bradford Salem
Bradford Salem 11 v Castleford Cougars 10

For the 4th week running Castleford were unable to field anything like a full strength side and
travelled to Bradford Salem for their Yorkshire Merit league 2 match with a makeshift team.
Despite this and against all the odds they delivered one of their most competent, committed and
impressive performances of the season. Nevertheless, all this watsenough to deny their
opponents the cruellest of victories with the last play of the game.

Fultback Chris Brown and hooker Nigel Owens played only their second games of the season. Centre
James Baldwin and wingers Jake Fisher and Luke Leader werethrotagtine side for their debuts.

All played well and showed glimpses of what they could offer in very difficult, wet conditions.
Castleford welcomed back captain Tom Fletcher after a 2 week lay off and winger Luke Kenyon
following a knee injury. Theyad their preparations further disrupted when second row Paul

Connell was drafted into the first team squad 3 hours before kick off.

Castleford started the game very well and strong defence led to early turnover ball. Stand off lan
Mattison moved the balvide and quick transfers between, Baldwin and Brown saw centre Nathan
Davies put into space. He threw an outrageous dummy, fended off the full back and skipped in at
the side of the posts for an excellent try. Mattison converted and Castleford togdom¥lead

after only 5 minutes.

The game then transcended into a forward battle with the Cougars pack working hard to neutralise
their bigger opponents. Steely performances from the back row of Graham Pearson, John Lloyd and
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Tom Fletcher enabled Castledioto get a stranglehold on the game. They were ably assisted by
Steve Guest, Phil Smith and the front row of Steve Clough, Nigel Owens and Matthew Fisher.
Dynamic rucking and bone shuddering defence took its toll and the Castleford pack were in control.

lan Mattison kicked cleverly to put Castleford into the right areas of the field. They were able to gain
quick lineout ball and used this to fire James Baldwin into the Salem Midfield defence. One such
foray saw Salem penalised for holding on. Matiistotted the penalty with aplomb and Castleford
went into the break 10 nil to the good.

The second half started well for Castleford and they regained the control that they had at the end of
the first half. A key turning point in the game was the losS@fham Pearson with concussion. This
forced Castleford to r@rganise their team and this ruined their dynamism and continuity.

The change allowed Salem to get on top and they began to command the breakdown area.
Castleford defended well for long periodst conceded a penalty with 20 minutes to go. The Salem
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was reduced to 7 points. Salem then battered the Castleford line time after time and aftéuteeso
defence the bubble burst and Salem scored under the posts. Unbelievably the conversion was
missed and with 3 minutes to go Castleford looked as if they would hold on for a well deserved win.

Castleford knocked on and the referee declared the scrutheast play of the game. A solid
Salem scrum allowed the scrum half to provide good service for the stand off who struck a sweet
drop goal which dissected the posts and gave Salem victory at the death.

Castleford were outstanding for long periods oé thame but were unable to +adjust after losing
Pearson. They were devastated as the final whistle blew and will have to pick themselves up during
the week and fight back in the best way possible with victory next Saturday when they entertain
Huddersfietl YMCA at Willowbridge lane.

Best for Castleford were John Lloyd and Phil Smith who worked tirelessly in attack and defence.
Man of the match was lan Mattison who kicked Castleford into great field position and directed the
side throughout the game.

Satuday 7 November2009

t
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Hill too hard to climb
Wheatley Hills 30 vCastleford 1XV

Castleford produced a below par performance to lose out to an inform Wheatley Hills in this
Yorkshire One top of the table clash.

Castleford looked on a par in thedir5 minutes and had the first scoring opportunity, but
unfortunately, it was not to be. Wheatley Hills then lifted their game with number 8 Burns leading by
example with some powerful runs that inspired his team mates. This led them to have the better of
the first half, with 3 penalties and an unconverted try. This gave them a deserved hdlftime

lead.

The first 15 minutes of the second half of this highly entertaining match, with end to end action,
remained scoreless. The Wheatley fly half then dexppn excellent goal from 35 metres, extending
the score to 1'% 0. This was followed by a converted try following a missed tackle by the Castleford
wing, giving 24 0. Wheatley then converted a further penalty for aQd@ advantage.

Castleford then saed a good try after a powerful run from fullback Craig Jeffels was followed by
several powerful forward drives before Dave Reed forced his way over for an unconverted try giving
27¢5.

Wheatley then capped a fine performance with a penalty on the firfastie for a 305 win.

Whilst Castleford were beaten by the better side on the day, they did miss 5 reasonable chances and
played their part in a lively and entertaining game.

Best for Castleford were Craig Jeffels, Carl Paterson, Joe South, SteptsmJotthDave Reed.

Castleford entertain Bradford Salem at Willowbridge Lane next Saturday.

Saturday7 November2009
Below Par Cougars Deliver Result

Scunthorpe 2% Castleford Cougar30
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Castleford travelled to league 1 Scunthorpe for a well deserveceweff from league rugby, and
despite going into the game full of confidence on the back of 3 hard fought victories and sitting
pretty at the top of Yorkshire Merit League 2, they were made to fight to the death in order to
grind out a result against a Sathorpe side who were determined to send the Cougars home with
their tails between their legs.

Castleford fielded a much changed side and were without 7 key players missing through
unavailability and injury. They welcomed Club stalwarts Richard Daviddedindattison into the

back row and Brian McCarten onto the wing. The game saw the return of first team star Lee Land
who was away from the club for the whole of last season. There was also a debut for athletic second
row Phil Smith. Skipper Nathan Des/ivon the toss and decided to play down hill in the first half.
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game sluggishly. Scunthorpe took advantage of this and spent the first 10 minutesragytiueki

Castleford line. The Césfiord defence held solid butenalty for holding on at the ruck allowed

the Scunthorpe fulback to convert and give Scunthorpe a 3 nil lead.

This fired Castleford into action and following a good take at the lineo&nhigh the backs were
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feed his half back partner lan Mattison who threw an inch perfect long ball to centre Land. Land

broke the line and danced round 4 defiars before scoring his first try of the season. Mattidan

struck the conversion attempt just wide. Castleford le8.5

Castleford were now gaining control and the Scunthorpe pack were struggling to compete with the

dynamic rucking of Richard DaviexleNeil Mattison. Strong defence from prop Matty Fisher
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attacking position Castleford were unable to penetrate the Scunthorpe defence and the half came to

aclose with Castleford hoping that they would not come to rue their missed chances.

The second half started where the first ended but Castleford were now in a much more clinical

mood. Several strong runs from Chris Reavely put Castleford on the attaekkandk on from
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his backline. A strong drive by Gareth Gihills took Castleford to within 5 metres of the try line.

Controlled mauling by the forwasdsaw Davies dive over to the finish the move he began. lan
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Mattison converted to give Castleford a commanding3ll2ad which they appeared in no mood to
relinquish.

The next try was an individual effort from lan Mattison. He took a pass 15 metrashmline and
faked to throw a long pass, he stepped and dummied and went threw 3 defenders untouched to
score at the side of the posts. He converted his own try and added a difficult penalty five minutes
later to give Castleford a 22 lead with 20 mintes to go.

Castleford then conspired to throw the game away as they took their foot off the gas and became

drawn in by some very strange refereeing decisions. Despite being very consistent in the first half

and not allowing either side to take quick tafise referee mysteriously changed his stance and

when the Scunthorpe scrualf tapped from nowhere near the mark he was allowed to play on and
d02NBR dzyRSNJ (KS LRadao ¢tKS O2yOSNEA28 o6Fa YAaas
Castleford were erplexed and were still in shock five minutes later when Scunthorpe scored after

the final pass appeared to be 5 metres forward. The conversion was added and Scunthorpe were on

aroll.

Castleford appeared to have stopped the rot when Lee Land scoredearstperb individual try
from 50 metres out to give Castleford a-23 lead.

Despite this, Scunthorpe were again assisted by some dubious refereeing and scored another try
from a blatantly forward pass. The try was converted and Scunthorpe were witliimts pf a
shock victory.

A pinpoint kick off from lan Mattison rolled into touch a metre from the Scunthorpe line. The home
side cleared their line but they were then penalised for holding on. Mattison stepped up and slotted
the pressure penalty frorB0 metres out. The referee completed his Hidtk of comedy errors

when he allowed Scunthorpe to score from another forward pass 2 minutes from time. Castleford
showed their mettle and hung on to achieve a hard fought victory in adverse conditions.

Bestfor Castleford were Neil Mattison who was dynamic in attack and defence, Lee Land who scored
2 game breaking tries and mari-the-match Richard Davies who scored a great try, led his pack well
and kept a cool head in the face of severe pressure. A dpeeigtion must also go to lan Mattison

who marshalled his backs well throughout the game and achieved a personal points haul of 15
points.
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The Cougars travel to Bradford Salem for their 3rd game away from Willowladgdan 3 weeks
and a victory will sehem remain top of the league.

Saturday7 November2009
Fourth team debuts with win

Castleford V29 v Barnsley Griffins 10
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Griffins at Willow bridge Lane.

Cas began brightly and sustained forward pressure saw the backs released at pace to send winger
Sam Haywood flying in at the cornédathan Fisher added the conversion and Cas {@dAll this

good work was undone as the restart was spilled fiach the resulting scrum Barnsley fed their
winger who squeezed in at the corner to reduce the score-fo 7

Cas then upped the tempo and several short bursts from the pack set stand off Gary Day in space his
pass found full back Danny Tonkinson and kisgetly timed pass sent winger Haywood in again to
make the score 1-3.

The Griffins would not lie down and again came back strongly this time their forwards went close
and after some good driving runs their prapashed over to make the score-12 athalf time.

The second half was an almost carbon copy of the first half with the big Cas pack making inroads in
to the Barnsley defense and the backs passing the ball well with substitute Chris Rollinson causing
problems every time he touched the ball. Cofethese runs enableflll back Tonkinson to crash

over for a try and stretched the lead to<ID. Direct from the kick off number eight Stu Morley

broke a tackle and fed Tonkinson who raced 75 metres to score his secoNeatiman Fisher again

added theconversion to give Cas a lead of B3 with 15 minutes to play. With the game now sewn

up Cas started to play a more expansive game and several players handled the ball in a move which
went the full length of the pitch and saw centre Mick Astbury finigih & powerful burst to the line.
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Best for Cas were Sam Haywood 3 points, Danny Tonkinson 2 points and Stu Morley 1 point.

Saturday31 October2009
Castleforddefence drives move to second place
Castleford1XV 28 v Dinnington 6

Castleford catapulted themselves up into second place in Yorkshire One, with a supestaib
defensive display to overwhelm spirited Dinnington. Although their pack set another solid
platform, it was their backs that cut loose to deliver the victory.

Both sidecancelled one another out for the first half hour, before Castleford exploded into the lead
with an exceptional score.

Outside half, Carl Paterson was central to the win, and it was his decisive;ntigitty break from

half-way that sparked the first tnHlis link with Joe South took the flanker to within five metres, and

from the breakdown, scrum half, Gary Smith was on hand to feed Paterson, whegeifirtross

field kick found winger, Michael Piper in acres of space-gFLIIO] = / NI A JunwW®adpedSt a Q |y
up the backup pass to accelerate through for the score. Centre, Dale Turner added the conversion,

his first of four, for a perfect afternoon with the boot.

Castleford were lucky that outside half, Danny Wilkinson did not make them pay fromftited
penalty attempts. Ultimately, Dinnington paid the price, when Jeffels added his second with a
brilliant individual try, breaking through some belgar defence, to power in at the side of the
posts.

Wilkinson finally found his kicking boots tmtha penalty deep into first half injury time to make the
interval score 148
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half, Smith was taken to hospital with a badly dislocated and broken ankleeSheffle put Turner
into scrum half and brought Steven Hayward into centre.
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from the resulting scrum to give masf-the-match, Paterson the space to dumgrand breeze in
from twenty metres.

To their credit, Dinnington threw the kitchen sink at the Castleford defensive line but lacked the
cutting edge to penetrate for the score. Substitute, Hayward showed his potential with a powerful
thirty metre run beforehe went one better just before the final whistle.

Collecting the ball on halfray, he backed himself, embarking on a mazy run that took him all the
way to the tryline for another brilliant individual score.

Sidelined, skipper, Chris Willett was enthastic at the result and hopes for a repeat performance
when Castleford visit Wheatley Hills next Saturday for a medtering, tabletopping encounter
which was only decided by a single score when the teams last met in Yorkshire Two last season.

Satuday 31 October2009
Cougars Top Class in Hard Earned Win
Dinnington 8 v Castleford Cougar29

Castleford travelled to Dinnington on the back of two good home wins, but knew that anything
less than a quality performance would see them lose their spotta top of Yorkshire Merit
League 2.

Castleford were without talismanic number eight Andy Allen and skipper Tom Fletcher but
welcomed back elusive scruhalf Graeme Eadie, fdtlack Rob Collins, goal kicking metronome lan
Mattison and Prop Matt Fisher.

Skpper for the day, Nathan Davies, won the toss and chose to play up the Everest like slope in the
first half.
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Castleford started sluggishly and failed to make any dent in their opponents defence during the early
exchanges. Some uncharacteristically slopgfence saw the Dinnington backs make inroads into

the Castleford half, fortunately they failed to convert their early chances and the game remained at
stalemate until 10 minutes in when full back Rob Collins took a blind side pass from the ever aware
Eade. He outpaced the Dinnington defence and dummied thebfadk to stroll in under the posts

for an excellent individual score. Mattison converted to give Castleford a 7 nil lead against the run of

play.

From the resulting restart Castleford were unatiesecure the ball and the Dinnington forwards

began to turn the screw. They put together several slick phases of play and although the Cas

defence held firm they were penalised for killing the ball on the floor. The Dinningtevafthkl
steppedupandz2f & af200SR (GKS olff 0SG6SSy GKS LkRaila
game.

This pattern was repeated for the next 15 minutes as Dinnington laid siege to the Castleford line,

aided and abetted by some very dubious refereeing decisions at tteklosvn area. The

Castleford defence refused to be breached and tigerish defence by the back row of Mick Watts,
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Castleford into the Dinnington half. Winger Luke Kenyon was substituted following a nasty knee

injury and his replacement Dave Lamb made an immediate impact. Second row and pack leader

Chris Reavely stole thabat the lineout and strong running from centre Gareth Gsistiits took

Castleford to within 35 metres of the Dinnington line. Quick ball to Lamb saw him beat the first

defender and offload to the ever supporting Reavely who handed off 3 Dinningtondtfebefore

carrying 2 more over for a try that was akin to Jonah Lomu in his hay day. Mattison

narrowly missed with the conversion but was on target with a 40 metre penalty minutes later to give
Castleford a deserved i5half time lead.

Castleford steted the second half with the slope in their favour and attacked the Dinnington line

from the start. Strong running from Alex Bremer and Matt Fisher saw Cas go close on several
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controlled forward play again saw them mount an assault on the Castleford line. In a carbon copy of

the first half the Castleford defence was impregnable and a 60 yard Mattison clearance put Cas back

in the Dinnington half.




CASTLEFORD RUFC tHe cLue To s0in

From the essuing lineout Eadie threw a long ball to Mattison and neat play in centre field saw Davies
pick a killer angle and make 20 metres before being pulled down just short of the line. Quick hands
allowed Castleford to create an overlap and flanker John Lieyd ewer in the corner. Mattison

goaled from the touchline and Castleford were2# the good.

Now in complete control Castleford began to turn on the style and the move of the game saw backs
and forwards combine and culminated in Niam Waterland crgssirihe opposite corner. Mattison
struck the conversion sweetly and Castleford led328ith ten minutes to play. For the second

week running Castleford were unable to keep a clean sheet and Dinnington were rewarded for their
efforts when their prop wetthrough 3 tacklers to score a consolation try.

Castleford were pushed all the way by their South Yorkshire opponents and despite the score line
were involved in a real tussle. They showed their true resolve and remain at the top of the table.
Stars forCastleford were Matt Fisher, who played his best game since breaking into the senior ranks,
Graeme Eadie who was dynamic and direct all afternoon, Graham Pearson who worked hard in
attack and defence, and stand out performer, Chris Reavely, whose tng and of the first half

was the game breaker.

Castleford take a rest from league rugby next week as they travel to league one Scunthorpe for a
further test of their spirit and resolve.

Saturday24 October2009
Castlefordback on track
Yarnbury 10 v Castleford 1XV 31

Castleford returned to winning ways with a comprehensive victory over Yarnbury in Yorkshire
One. They were far too good in all departments than their Ledussed rivals with their forwards
producing another platinum performanceaving the wayto victory.

Injury hit Castleford brought Dale Turner into the centre and Stuart Morley into the pack.

Castleford dominated the opening quarter with the forwards totally outgunning the home side.
Following a good touch from the boot of CBdterson, Phil Watson stole the throw to provide clean
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ball and the forward formed a rolling maul that drove over the Yarnbury line for skipper Chris Willett
to claim the try. Debutant Dale Turner stepped up to add the conversion to give Castlefqrd a 0
advantage after 5 minutes.

The Castleford forwards were totally dominating the scrum and from a scrum 10 metres out they
drove the Yarnbury pack backwards for Chris Willett to pick up and force his way over for a second
try. Dale Turner was again on tatgo give Castleford a 14 point advantage after 10 minutes. Turner
then kicked a penalty to extend the lead to 17 points.

On 21 minutes Castleford were awarded another scrum 10 metres out and were rapidly pushing
Yarnbury back towards their own line, @i Yarnbury deliberately collapsed the scrum giving the
referee no real alternative but to award the penalty try. Turner again stepped up to add the extras
giving a 24 point lead.

Castleford appeared to ease up a little and were punished when a spiritabufg hit back with a

well worked try on 25 minutes. Castleford became esager at the ruck and conceded several
penalties for trying to steal the ball. These penalties kept Yarnbury in the game and frustrated the
referee.

Yarnbury then produced anothéty when they collected a loose ball from a Castleford lineout,
resulting in their number 6 being driven over to reduce the arrears tqQ 240. This gave the

Yarnbury pack renewed confidence and they started to play with great spirit. Castleford then paid
the penalty for their indiscipline at the ruck with first hooker Tom Fletcher being yellow carded on
35 minutes for interfering with a tap penalty when offside and then flanker Joe South following 3
minutes later, for repeated offenses.

Castleford playedensible rugby for both sides of the htithe interval to prevent Yarnbury from
taking advantage of the extra numbers. The only score in a competitive second half was from
Castleford when back and forwards combined well, with Paterson and Philpott geh&ropening
for supporting Prop Gareth Paul to force his way over. Turner slotted the conversion to give
Castleford the 1@ 31 victory.

The entire Castleford pack was outstanding and Paterson, Turner, Philpott, Hayward and Jeffels were
the pick of the lacks.

Castleford entertain Dinnington at Willowbridge Lane next Saturday.
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Saturday24 October2009
Cougars Destroy Leaders to Take Top Spot
Castleford Cougar€l8 v West Leed0

Castleford consolidated their composed performance against lack lustoetiNRibblesdale last
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League 2 encounter at Willowbridge lane as league leaders.

Castleford were without Standff Dale Turner and Hooker Tom Fletcher who were ghbtomoted

to the first team following strong performances, and despite their easy victory the previous week
Castleford went into the game knowing that they would have to play to their true potential to beat
table topping opponents.

/ I aidt ST 2 NRWasito kadp ¥héballLight afd wear down West Leeds in the greasy
conditions. This came to fruition early on as the Castleford pack dominated the tight play with
controlled rucking and dynamic mauling. A lineout 40 metres out saw Chris Reavely, whatédmi

the set piece all afternoon, steel the ball on the West Leeds throw. Quick ball saw centre Gareth
GrantMills drive to within 20 metres of the try line, leaving defenders in his wake. The forwards
recycled well and quick ball from scremalf Mick Watts enabled stanabff Nathan Davies to feed his
back line. Fulbback Greg Eden linked into the line and fed Dave Pursglove to score his 10th try of the
season. Davies landed the conversion and Castleford led 7 nil.

Minutes later Pursglove scored his ead, a brilliant individual effort as he pounced on a loose ball
to beat 4 defenders and score under the posts. Davies converted to make it 12 nil.

Castleford then attempted to commit rugby suicide as they tried to score from every attack and
dropped ballafter ball in the wet conditions. This gave West Leeds a lifeline and they attacked the
Castleford line for 15 minutes. Characteristically the Castleford defence held firm and all West Leeds
had to show for their prolonged pressure was a penalty goal.

Castleford then settled down and were buoyed by their defensive efforts. Further control from the
pack, led by the back row combination of Andy Allen, Steve Guest and Niam Waterland, drove
Castleford to within 20 metres of the West Leeds line. A rolliaglritom the back of lineout saw
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Watts feed Graniills on a short ball. Gramdlills offloaded to the supporting Davies who scooted
in under the posts for excellent try which he converted.

Castleford were now on fire and a strong run from Andy Key tioef into the West Leeds half.

Prop Alex Bremer took a short ball from the back of the ensuing ruck and drove to within 10 metres
of the line. The forwards set up a maul and Andy Allen broke to score a try borne out of excellent
team play. Davies pushdige conversion to make the half time score @8.

Castleford began the second half in the same vane and were handling the ball with great aplomb.
Forwards and backs combined well to give their supporters the best rugby of the season so far, and
all thisagainst an opposition that came to Castleford as league leaders.

The next try was another team effort. Great handling in the tight from John Lloyd, who replaced the
evergreen Andy Allen, and Niam Waterland gave winger Luke Kenyon space to attack thteline
straightened, beat the fulback with a graceful shimmy and powered his way over the line with 2
defenders on his back.

The next try saw Grasitlills cap an excellent individual performance by scoring a try at the side of
the posts. He linked well thi his centre partner Dave Lamb and beat 3 defenders, showing great
strength and balance. Davies converted and Castleford we8ti83ront.

Castleford continued the rout and tries from Reavely and Key made the sc@.e @8stleford then
switched off @ad West Leeds crossed for 3 late tries that made the final sco2048This made the
score look respectable and took the gloss of an accomplished Castleford effort.

This was a balanced team performance with backs and forwards linking well to deliver some
fantastic flowing rugby and sees Castleford go to the top of the table. Stand out performances for
Castleford were back rower Niam Waterland who worked tirelessly in attack and defence and
showed the form that saw him an ever present for the first tdaefore his knee injury, winger Dave
Pursglove who took his try scoring tally to 11 for the season, and prop Alex Bremer who was
outstanding with his defensive efforts, ball stealing skills and strong running.

Castleford go to arch rivals Dinnington nextekeand will need top play for the full 80 minutes to
ensure another victoryTO VIEW PHOTOS FROM THIS MATCH JUST CLICK ON THE PH@bOr&&) OW
WI OljdzA h QDI NI 0
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Saturday24 October2009
Castleford 3 XV 1% Old Modernians XV 12

When the Old Modsentre skipped out of a tackle and scorched in for a try in the second minute

of the game it looked like it was to be a long afternoon for the Cas 3rds. But this Cas side are made
of sterner stuff and the home pack started to impose their will on the garmed after a superb

eight man effort at a scrum 40 metres out scrum half Daz Coulson picked up and breezed through
a gap to sprint in for a try that levelled the scores.

The score gave Cas the confidence to play a more expansive game and centre JoHiniSéeib

off a great move to power under the posts as 4 Old Mods defenders were brushed aside to give Cas
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dominance and the pack lead by Adam Thackray and Danmag&aetore into the visitors defence

with gusto, but with several chances to score being wasted by bad handling in the backs. From one
dropped ball Old Mods ran 80 metres to score which left the half time score leveli.12

The second half was almostarbon copy of the first half with the big Cas pack in the ascendency
but the backs not able to finish, until centre Sal Battensby stepped through 3 defenders on a mazy
30 metre run to the line with Greenhalgh adding the conversion.

There was to be no merscoring in the game but the result was still in doubt when Old Mods
attacked out wide and looked to be in for a try only for flanker Nathan Fisher to intercept their try
scoring pass and clear the danger.

Best for Cas were 3 points John Senior, 2 pdititk Adamson, 1 point Adam Thackray.

| OURTEAM -
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Saturdayl7 October2009
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Castleford Cougars 630 North Ribblesdale

Following a disappointing performance at West Park Leeds last week Castleford Cougars bounced
back andtreated their supporters to a near perfect 9 try romp at home against North Ribblesdale
in their Yorkshire Merit League 2 encounter.

Although it is difficult to single out any one player in what was an awesome team performance,
special credit has to begin to standoff Dale Turner who was the catalyst for the Cougars in his
home debut. He displayed great vision and a cultured rugby brain, enabling his backline to
penetrate the North Ribblesdale defence at will. His tactical kicking from hand waeekcell
distribution of the ball outstanding and to put the icing on the cake he achieved a 100% goal kicking
record with 9 conversions from 9 attempts.

Castleford went into the game with a strong team and showed their mettle from the start with solid
defencestraight from the kick off. They also displayed great patience and did not get flustered when
their early forays into opposition territory did not produce points. After 5 minutes Castleford were
forced to reshuffle when an injury to scruhalf Mick Watt saw him leave the field and later require

4 stitches to a nasty mouth injury. Lee Hinchcliffe replaced Watts and proved a more than able
deputy throughout the performance that was to follow.
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whole backline touch the ball before feeding winger Dave Pursglove for his 7th try of the season and
the first of his hattrick. Turner converted to give Castleford a 7 nil lead.

The next try was the culmination of ediemt play that saw backs and forwards combine to go 70
yards for what was one of the tries of the season. Strong running by flanker Dave Lamb penetrated
the North Ribblesdale defence before dynamic rucking set the platform for prop Alex Bremer to
chargetowards the line. The forwards recycled the ball and quick hands from Hinchcliffe enabled
Turner to chip majestically to the corner for Pursglove to score his second try under the posts which
was easily converted. 14 Nil to Castleford.
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After solid defene centre Nathan Davies was rewarded for his efforts and strong running when he
picked up a loose ball to scamper in under the posts after some neat footwork. More slick handling
from the backs saw Pursglove cross for histhiak before the first forty vas over. Turner converted
both tries to give Castleford a 28 nil half time lead.

The second half saw Castleford start off exactly where they finished and the spirited North
Ribblesdale defence had no answer for the strength, pace and ingenuity of ttief@dsside.

A penalty in the Castleford quarter saw Turner fire the ball 50 yards down field into touch. The
Castleford lineout, anchored by Niam Waterland and Graham Pearson, was a well oiled machine and
a pinpoint throw from Skipper Tom Fletcher éted quick ball to be moved away from contact into

the hands of centre Gareth GraMills. GrantMills trundled the ball to within 5 yards of the line.

Quick ruck ball and a neat switch from Turner saw winger Luke Kenyon to bounce off his opposite
numberto score near the posts.

With confidence in buckets, Castleford began to play rugby that would not have been out of place on
a Harlem Globetrotters and continued flair from the backs, coupled with an unrivalled physicality
and control from the pack saw Gkord drive to within 10 metres of the line. Bremer took a short

ball from Hinchcliffe and capped another strong personal performance with a well deserved try.

Castleford were not quite finished and as the game drew to a close Gtilatwas rewardeddr his
strong, tireless running with 2 excellent tries. Turner converted both, one from the touchline to
conclude his perfect afternoon with the boot.

The Castleford pack worked tirelessly all afternoon and all deserve plaudits for their efforts, without
which the backline would have been unable to work their magic. Best for Castleford were Kenyon,
Pursglove, Graatlills and man of the match Dale Turner.

Castleford entertain West Leeds at Fortress Willowbridgee next Saturday for what even at this
stage of the season could prove to be a title decider.

Saturdayl7 October2009
Baildon 2XV 5 v Castleford 3XV 50

The thirds recorded their first win of the season with an 8 try performance at Baildon.
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The Cas pack set their stall out early on as they @dishe Baildon 8 off their own ball at the first
scrum and dominated through out the early exchanges. From one powerful drive from the forwards
scrum half Simon Jones fed winger Simon Greenhalgh who squeezed in at the corner for the first try.

From the restart stand off Daz Coulson made a strong break and fed centre John Senior for the first
of his brace of tries. With the Cas pack completely dominant a break from Mark Fisher was well
supported by Matthew Fisher who handed on to Simon Jones to score atdb@f the posts.

Before the half time break Cas crossed again this time full back James Smith out paced the Baildon
back line to score out wide and Cas led(4t the break .

There was to be no let up in the second half for Baildon as Cas crossedigarkyplacement

winger Jake Fisher ending a move where 6 cas players handled the ball in a movement that covered
half the length of the pitch. Sal Battensby crossed for a try after more good work from Daz Coulson
and Jake Fisher scored the final try asskhooted through the Baildon defence leaving 5 defenders in
his wake. With the last play of the game Baildon grabbed a consolation try which was well deserved
as they stuck manfully to their task all afternoon.

Best for Cas were 3 points John Seniomigs Matthew Fisher and 1point Nathan Fisher.

Saturday10 October2009
Back from the dead
Castleford1XV 26 v Skipton 18

With fifteen minutes remaining, Castleford were trailing Skipton-¥8and staring their first home
defeat of the seaen in the face. But this side, never gives up and they stormed back, with a hat
trick of tries, to take the spoils and sustain their pressure at the top of Yorkshire One.
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Craig Jeffels in at the side of the posts for his second try and trigger thébigkt

A much changed, Skipton side, had the best of the opening quarter and took full advantage of
Castleford indiscretions at the breakdown to stretch iateixpoint lead through the boot of
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outside-half, Alex Naylor. The deficit could have been worse had the referee not ruled a forward
pass as skipper Jonathan Richards broke clear ten metres out.

Castleford steadied as their pack began to gain ascendpnttyng increased pressure on their

opponent€BA AKi® hdzidARS KFEfFX /FNI tlF{iSNR2yQa LISyl
Rower, Phil Watson secured the line ball and three drives from Johnson, fellow prop, Gareth Paul

and skipper, Chris Willeiet up the position for Jeffels to collect the short ball from Paterson and

power over for the score under the sticks. Winger lan Mattison added the conversion and Castleford

were unlikely firsthalf leaders.

Despite their scrum domination, Castleford wamable to build on their lead and were set back on
their heels by two pieces of individu8kipton brilliance. Winger, John Dillon and then centre
Richards accelerated through a neristent home defence to score a brace of tries and race into an
11-point lead.
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Paterson penalty found touch five metres out. Willett pivoted the ensuing rolling maul, before
transferring the ball to hooker, Andy Key who emergeth the score.

Mattison converted before putting the icing on the victory cake after intercepting on half way and
sprinting unopposed into the corner.

The match was a thriller from start to finish, with both sides providing exciting rugby moments to
entertain the visiting Yorkshire President and the large crowd of Castleford Vice Presidents.

TO VIEW OTHER PHOTOS FROM THIS MATCH JUST CLICK ON THE PHOTO BELOW (courtesy Jacq
h QDI NI 0
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Saturdayl10 October2009
Cougars Pay for Lack of Discipline
West Pak Leeds 2XV 10 v Castleford Cougars 8

Castleford Cougars snatched defeabm the jaws of victory in their Yorkshire Merit League 2
encounter away at West Park Leeds. They started the day unbeaten during league rugby in
2009/2010 and sitting on top othe table, but were made to pay for a 10 minute period in the
second the half when their indiscipline and lack of maturity handed a game that they should have
won to their local rivals.

Castleford went into the game missing several key players due tcailabvity and injury. Despite

this they were able to give debuts to promising new recruits Gareth Gvilig, Dale Turner and

Alfie Gude. They were also given the luxury of utilising first team scrum half Graeme Eadie, who was
returning from a 3 weeknjury lay off, and back rower Niam Waterland who was playing his first

game for the Cougars following a 12 month absence due to knee surgery.

JOIN
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The tone of the game was set straight from the kick off as West Park Leeds demonstrated their
intentions to throwthe ball around and play fast flowing rugby. After 7 phases and staunch
Castleford defence, West Park Leeds were penalised for holding on to the ball on the floor.
Castleford outside half, Nathan Davies, stepped up and coolly slotted the penalty thieugbsts

from 40 metres. This gave Castleford a 3 nil lead and this was the way it would stay until half time.

Both sides continued to play exciting rugby and both had opportunities to score. -Eismand

Eadie went close as the first half drew talase. Reavely and Waterland were majestic in the line

out, securing good ball for the Castleford pack to drive and probe into West Park territory.- Grant
Mills showed his quality with several strong runs which penetrated the West Park defence and gave
Eade quick ball to use the exciting Castleford backline.

Centres Danny Milton and Dave Pursglove asked questions of the West Park defence on a number
of occasions, but a lack of control and continuity prevented Castleford turning the screw and making
the game safe. Castleford were made to defend for long periods as the West Park backs and
forwards combined to stretch their resolve to the limit. As has become characteristic of thi® year
Cougars side, the defensive effort was not to be breached. Durifigod ¥ 2 Sa i t I NJ Qa
Castleford territory, futback, Lee Pickup, who was starting to make the shirt his own after 3
excellent performances, suffered a dislocated elbow whilst executing a copy book last ditch tackle to
deny West Park a try. The wlle squad wishes him well for a speedy return.

This injury required Castleford to make some positional changes at half time and this seemed to
galvanise them as they started the second half with increased vigour and control.

A solid scrum in the West Fared zone, anchored by Alex Bremer, gave Eadie a platform to use the
backline. He threw a perfect long pass to Davies who noticed the Rdstvinger up in the

defensive line. His quick thinking saw him deliver a pin point kick behind the defencbouiite

was kind and Dave Pursglove showed his predatory skills to go over in the corner for his 6th try of
the campaign so far. This gave Castleford an 8 nil lead.

This was the start of a ten minute purple patch for Castleford and a sixty yard brealfnaglove
would have put the game safe but the West Parklialtk pulled him down inches from the line to
deny him a well deserved try. From the resulting ruck Waterland and Eadie were both held up
inches short. Castleford were now in control and cathjppethe West Park quarter. A five metre

T2
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attacking scrum saw Castleford begin to turn the screw but some poor decision making and kicking
away of too much possession saw West Park cling on and defend their line.

This gave West Park new belief and they keol 80 yards down the field into the Castleford quarter.
tKSe@ 6SNB FARSR Ay LI NI o0& LR22NI RAAOALX AYS IyR
decision after refereeing decision. From a scrum in the Castleford red zone the West Park centre hit

a short ball from his standff partner and brushed off poor Castleford midfield defence to score

under the posts. The conversion was missed and Castleford retaine8 seafl.

With 15 minutes to go and the game on a knife edge a scuffle in the @adttpiarter saw winger,
Rob Collins and the West Park open side flanker sent to the sin bin.

Further Castleford indiscipline saw West Park awarded a penalty 20 metres out. As several
Castleford players deliberated the decision with the referee the Weadt &um half took a quick
tap, fed his backs and the West Park centre went over in the corner for his second try. The
conversion was missed but West Park took the lead for the first time in the game.

Castleford rallied from the kick off and good forwaldy saw them awarded a penalty 25 metres
out and 15 metres in from the touchline. Davies stepped up and pushed his kick just wide.
Castleford continued to battle for the last 5 minutes butithehallenge was over and they suffered
their first league déeat of the season.

Best for Castleford were Chris Reavely who worked tirelessly around the park all afternoon, Graeme
Eadie who did really well with some very scrappy ball at the base of the ruck, and man of the match
Alex Bremer who was faultless at thet piece and demonstrated an unrivalled engine throughout

the game.

Castleford return to league rugby at Willowbridgene next week as they entertain North
Ribblesdale and are under no illusions that they need a much more polished performance to get
backto winning ways.

Saturday3 October2009
Selby blown away

Selby 0 v Castleford 26
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Castleford climbed into second place in Yorkshire One, after five games, completing their first
clean sheet of the season. Despite the extremely windy cdiafis they turned on a superb, four
try, first- half bonanza to blow away lowly Selby.

The game was just five minutes old when the visitors breezed into the lead. Pack pressure secured a
scrum fifteen metres out and outside half, Carl Paterson seizedgpertunity to stamp his
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died in the wind.

Selby stanebff, Chris Quinn failed to reduce the gap when his penalty attempt sailed wide in the
severe gale.
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From the resulting scrum, centre, John Bramham and fullback, Craig Jeffels combined to send
allGdArazy Of SINI R2¢éy GKS {2 dz0KiéeldkicilvasishaRpedup byK S G A v =
flanker, Joe South who accelerated to the side of the posts. Mattison added the first of his three
conversions.

Paterson skilfully used the wind to gain fifty metres with a towering tefirather. Secondow, Phil
Watson leapt highio gather clean line ball and set up the maul. Skipper, Chris Willett fed scrum half,
Gary Smith who went blind to open up the space for winger, Martin Dye to cream his opposite
number and skate in and around under the posts.

Castleford made the game saféth a brilliant piece of individual skill from centre, Jason Dunwell.

When the ball squirted loose from a crunching Castleford defensive tackle on halfway, Dunwell
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through and pounce on the ball over the line and send the visitors in with@Hzgttime lead.

No further points were scored in the game as the conditions took over, but once again the Castleford

eight, with prop, Stephen Johnson and second rovesielReed and Watson prominent, had done
enough to create the winning base.

To their credit, Selby were much stronger in the second half but were unable to breech the defiant
Castleford defensive line, despite having numerous opportunities to do so.
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second half.

TO VIEW OTHER PHOTOS FROM THIS MATCH JUST CLICK ON THE PHOTO BELOW
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Saturday3 October2009
Castlefordshow their claws
Catgleford Cougarsl7v Selby 2XV 5

The Cougars continuktheir impressive form with a convincing victory in this friendly against a
team from the Merit table above them. The game was very competitive but spoilt by the strong
wind that was blowing straight dan the pitch.

Playing against the wind in the first half Castleford opened the scoring after 12 minutes when the

forwards set a platform in mid field and the backs combined well to create a half gap that enabled

centre, Dave Pursglove to use his electaceto burst though the defensive line and go in at the

posts, giving Castleford ac® lead.
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was end to end with both sides creating half chances but scraghtiéfiences came out on top. The

Castleford forwards worked hard to provide space for an outstanding backs division to test the Selby
defence, with centre partners, Danny Milton and Dave Pursglove everywhere in both attack and

defence.

| OURTEAM -
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The Cougars extenddbdeir lead to 10¢ 0 when good combinations of passes created another half
gap for Dave Pursglove to scorch through, breaking 2 attempted tackles to go in under the sticks for
his second.

With half backs, Nathan Davies and Craig Fawcett keeping the tbaeksfforward, Castleford

always looked to have the upper hand, but a very well drilled Selby refused to accept second best
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Fletcher, Mat Fisher, Gary Richards@hris Reauley, Paul Connell, Stuart Morley and Graham

Pearson enjoyed a tough physical encounter and edged the game.

The half time score was X0 to Castleford. In the second period the pattern of the game remained

the same with Castleford never get total control of the game, but always slightly on top.

/I FaGdt ST2NRQa FAYILIE GNB F3IFAY OFYS FTNRY 3J22R ol O
space out wide allowing him to round two attempted tackles and cut back inside to score by the

posts. Nathan Davies was on hand to add the extras to give the Cougar advantage.

Selby kept up the pressure and were rewarded 5 minutes from time with a consolation try. Best for
Castleford were Danny Milton, Dave Pursglove and Graham Pearsorugkittie entire team again
gave an outstanding display. With several players still getting to know their teammates, there is still
more to come from this outstanding Castleford side.

Saturday26 Septembe2009
Castlefordoverwhelm Heath
Castleford1XV 63 v Heath 17

Castleford produced an-&y, secondhalf, champagne performance to overturn a first half deficit,
and climb to third place in Yorkshire One. The pack took control with a surge from the final
guarter of the first half, to buildthe secondhalf platform that allowed their backs to cut loose.
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Indeed Heath threw down the gauntlet with a spirited first half display that put Castleford on the
back foot, as they raced into a-point lead through a penalty from full back, Barry Litttedd, who
G§KSY I RRSR (KS O2y@SNRBRAZ2Y (G2 2dziaARS KIf¥Fx DI NE

Winger, lan Mattison gave the home side some respectability with a penalty just before the break to
register the first of a twenteight point haufrom the game.

The second half was only two minutes old when Mattison landed a penalty to reduce the arrears.

From the restart the pack drove atehS i NB a4 ONXzY F2NB I NR (261 NRa (KSA
Heath eight collapsed the drive, and the refereeaagled the penalty try to give Castleford the lead

they never relinquished.

This proved to be the turning point and the pack turned the screw to produce an awesome
performance that saw further tries follow at a steady pace for the remainder of the half.

Cerire, Jason Dunwell started the procession as he powered through the defensive line to score
wide out.

Outside half, Carl Paterson began to work his magic with a series-pbpit) touchfinders that put
Castleford deep into Heath territory. His accurltieg pass gave winger, Martin Dye the space to
accelerate into the corner from thirty metres.

Another, Paterson kick down the touchline side stood up for full back, Craig Jeffels to gather and
skate in under the posts.

The pair combined for the nextscoleK Sy t  § SNER2y Qa &aK2 NI LI aa Lizi i
second.

Further excellent backs play culminated in a Mattison try wide out, when the winger followed up a
neat Bramham kick to the corner.

Bramham then ghosted through a nexistent Heath defiece to register the next score.

Hetherington added his second as Castleford paid for some slack defence, beferd-tharmatch,
secondrow, Dave Reed broke clear to send, flanker, Joe South in for his fourth try of the season.
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resurgence in league rugby. Reed, Jeffels and Paterson were theattsh a superb whole team
performance.

TO VIEW OTHER PHOTOS FROM THIS MATCH JUST CLICK ON THE PldQifteosyBaoyi
hQDI NI 0

Saturday26 Septembef009
Castlefordcontinue on right track

Heath 6 v Castleford Cougars 22
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The Cougars continued their impressive start to the session with an outstanding display at Heath
despite seven changes. Castleflwere handicapped by the last minute le®f one of their props,
resulting in them having to opt for uncontested scrums, which in accordance with the laws meant
playing with a man short for the entire game.

Heath were first on the scoreboard with a petyatio take a 3; 0 lead. Castleford stormed back on

15 minutes as their tremendous spirit enabled them to adapt to playing a man short. Both forwards
and backs combined to put the Heath defence under pressure before good handling by the backs
allowed DavéPursglove to cross in the corner and give Castleford & advantage.

Further Castleford pressure gave the backs good field position stretching the Heath defence and the
backs combined well to put centre Danny Tomkinson through for a well taken trth Hiedack
with a penalty to make it § 10 at half time.

Despite the hot day Castleford soon gained the ascendancy and great combinations between the
forwards and backs resulted in the try of the game with centre Danny Milton going in under the
posts afer seven successive phases of play. Unfortunately the conversion attempt hit a post to leave
the score at & 15.

Castleford then made the game safe when winger Dave Pursglove scored a great individual try,
breaking out wide from within his own half befoséepping inside and outpacing the cover to score
under the posts. Luke Kenyon added the conversion to give Castlefoi2Ravigtory.

Castleford came close on three other occasions and their backs were guilty of trying to play some
over- adventurous bad resulting in interceptions and lost balls. The entire pack worked extremely
hard to compensate for the man short.

The commitment of Alex Bremer, Chris Reauley, Steve Hayward, Stuart Morley and Andy Allan was
immense. Tom Fletcher, Steve Hayward, Leeykard Phil Rule were everywhere, disrupting the
opposition and denying Heath the time and space to counter. The backs were tremendous in both
attack and defence with centres Danny Milton and Danny Tomkinson tireless. Half backs Mick Watts
and Nathan Davideept Castleford moving forward and wings Luke Kenyon and Dave Pursglove were
always dangerous and full back Rob Collins totally safe.

With everyone playing well it is difficult to name individuals but Tom Fletcher, Danny Milton, Dave
Pursglove, Chris Rday, Alex Bremer and Andy Allan stood out.
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Saturdayl9 Septembe2009
Castleford throw it away
Sheffield 34 v Castleford 1XV 28

Despite scoring more tries than their opponents, Castleford suffered their first defeat of the
season in Yorhire One. Their failure to play percentage rugby in their own twenty tveoupled
with a one-sided penalty count against for numerous infringements at the breakdqwnesented
Sheffield with the opportunities they needed to grow in self belief and gairethictory.

A poor first half display was made respectable in the eighth minute of added time when flanker, Joe
South detached from a fivenetre maul to power through the gap and score an opportunist try at

the side of the posts. Suffeoted, winger, lan Maison kicked the first of four from four

conversions.
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worse had he not missed two further penalty attempts.
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Castleford appeared to have turned things around at the beginning of the second half when they
stunned a shelshocked Sheffield side with successive converted tries to creatgoin® cushion.

Cat Paterson orchestrated the response when he intercepted on his own twenty two before racing
forty metres and sending winger, Martin Dye scorching down the touchline side and around under
the posts to edge the lead.

Paterson followed this up with a clevdummy, sidestep and short pass, twenty metres out to put
second rower, Dave Reed in at the side of the posts unopposed to stretch the lead. But Collins soon
reduced the gap with another penalty to bring the home side to within a converted try.

Sheffieldreduced the arrears to a single point when indifferent defence allowed winger, James

Montgomery acres of space for a powerful weaving run to the corner. Centre, Joe Cribley then

dzA 01t & T RRSR FdzZNIKSNJ / F&dft ST2NRonbeysiBrirstiored &4 02 NA y =
{KSTFFTAStRQa tSIR®




CASTLEFORD RUFC tHe cLus To o

But once again the Castleford pack dug deep, spearheaded by inspirational prop forward, Stephen
W2Kyazy FyR a0l @Sy3aiay3a FEly|1SNE {AY2Y 51 OASAD ¢K
ninety degrees on naerous occasions throughout the game finally paid dividends. From the turn

around, the opposing eight had no answer to their concerted cohesive forward push, five metres

out. The resulting collapse secured the penalty try and restored thepong advantae.

With the match going into overtime, Castleford paid heavily for trying to run the ball out from their
own twenty two instead of kicking for position in touch. From the breakdown the high tfindimg
kick from fullback Craig Jeffels sliced in fiedd aas returned with gusto by a powerful back
response that opened up the weak defensive line to gift Cribley a second try under the posts and
seal the victory.

Castleford will look back on a match they should have wont&dma andcoaching staff will ned to

I RRNBada GKSANI oNBIFI{1R2¢6y aK2NIO2YAy3a FyR GA3IK(GSYy
home game against Halifax based Heath if the team is to capitalise on its strengths and return to

winning ways.

TO VIEW OTHER PHOTOS FROM THIS MATCHIQKSIN THE PHOTO BEAGW2 dzNJi S&a & Wl O lj dzZA h

Saturdayl9 Septembe2009

Castleford tame Leos
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Castleford Cougars37 v Leodiensians2XV 10

P FAOSNIfEFald 6SS1Qa RAAFLIRAYGYSYO Fd wiLRy 6KSy
whistSY GKS / 2dzAaAlFNRa aSlkaz2zy NBlLFffte OFYS G2 tAFS 64
This was a tremendous team performance by Castleford with both backs and forwards showing
tremendous spirit, ability and commitment.

Castleford opened strongbnd were rewarded on their third attack when a quick ball from the
forwards was moved quickly along the backs to right wing Luke Kenyon. He made a powerful break
but was caught just short, stayed on his feet and managed to slip a neat pass to suppantieg fl

Steve Hayward who scored in the corner for-@ &lvantage.

Steve Hayward then stretched the lead tod@ when he collected the ball in midfield to break the
[ $20Q4 RSTSyOS ahtdr jokid presserei fom e fghaards, biverted by Dave
Pursglove.

Leos reduced the deficit with a penalty for 4 3. Flanker, Simon Horwell was substituted after 20
minutes after taking a knock to the ankle by the evergreen Johnny Lloyd.

Danny Milton was next up with a tremendous finish after the backgalégged on good pressure
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backs to stretch they opponents. This allowed space for Danny to power his way over to give

Castleford a 1¢ 3 half time score line.

The first half performance was based on a powerful pack providing a solid platform with half backs,
Nathan Davies and Paul Philpot, linking well with the backs to keep Castleford in total control. At half
time Castleford brought on substitutes, Chris\Bnoand Mick Watts.

Chris Brown was next to score after the forwards gained good field position. Nathan Davies chipped
forward and the ball bounced unkindly for the defence allowing Chris to gather and force his way
past two defenders for a great try to etid the lead to 223.

Craig Fawcett was next to score with the best try of the game when the ball went across from one
G§2dzOKt AyS G2 GKS 20KSNJIFYR o6F012 06ST2NB / N}A3I &f
touchdown to stretch the lead to 2@ 3. Crég then capitalised on some good handling by the backs

to make a powerful break and score his second try within 3 minutes, extending the lead & 32
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Just when it looked like Leos would not score a try they raised their game and five minutes of
sustaired pressure resulted in a touch down near the posts for a converted try to reduce the arrears
to 32¢ 10. Castleford came storming back with a great break down the touchline by Dave Pursglove
to give a final score of 3710.

Castleford were unlucky not tecore at least 3 more tries as both Danny Milton, Chris Brown and
Dave Pursglove just missed out then they looked likely to score.
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provide a platform for theside and, on top of this, they showed an outstanding work rate in loose

play. Second rows, Graham Pearson and Mark Small won good line ball and worked hard in the

loose.

Back rows, Steve Hayward, Andy Allen, Simon Horwell and Johnny Lloyd were dndstadth

scrum and loose play. Half backs, Mick Watts, Nathan Davies, and Paul Philpot controlled the game

with good decision making and intelligent use of the ball. Centres, Craig Fawcett and Danny Milton,

showed good handling skills and strong run@ingi N2 dzo f Ay3 (KS GAaAG2NEQ RS
wings, Dave Pursglove and Luke Kenyon, had strong games.
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shut Leos out of the game. The pick of thetleésrd players were Craig Fawcett, Andy Allen, Steve

Hayward and Chris Brown.

Saturdayl2 Septembe2009

Castleford1XV 28 v Malton and Norton 25

Castleford maintained their 100% start in Yorkshire 1 with a mixed display against a very well
drilled and determined Malton side.

Castleford started the stronger and after 10 minutes the home forwards provided quick ball to the
backs and some slick handling enabled winger, Martin Dye space on the outside to beat his man and
score in the corner. Staroff Caf Patterson missed the conversion attempt to leave Castleford with

a 50 advantage.




CASTLEFORD RUFC tHe cLue To s0in

The game was end to end but Castleford looked to have the edge and this was demonstrated 7
minutes later when centre, Jason Dunwell chipped the defence and centre paltier Bramham
g2y GKS ¥220 NIOS (2 RAGS 2y &©KS olft FyR SEGSYF

Malton narrowed the gap with a penalty making the score310

Next flanker, Joe South scored his first league try for Castleford when he scooped up a loose throw
in the lineout and broke quickly to score a superb solo try, beating 2 would be tacklers on his way to
the line. Patterson again pushed the conversion attempt across the face of the posts to give
Castleford a 1% 3 score line.

Castleford skipper, Chris Willgtten joined the action with a quick pick up from the base of the
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his way over under the posts for his second try. Patterson added the conversion tal éleelead

to 22¢ 3.

Castleford then lost second row, Phil Watson who caught a Malton boot to the head when trying to
tidy up a loose ball on the floor. Chris Reauley came on as a blood replacement and played the rest
of the game.

Malton narrowed the gamvith the softest of tries when Castleford were obstructed in getting to a

loose ball; the referee was unsighted and the Castleford forwards merely stopped, expecting the
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converted try. This gave a half time score of;2D.
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Malton enjoyed the better of the second period scoring a converted try after 60 minutes to give a 22
-17 score line. Carl Patterson responded with a penalty for Castleford to extetebithéo 25-17.

Castleford brought on scrum half, Graeme Eadie for Gary Smith and prop, Stephen Clough for tight
head Stephen Johnson.

Malton notched another penalty to edge to 2320. Patterson then dropped a goal to give
Castleford an 8 point advantagéter good pressure from the forwards. Malton stormed back with
an unconverted try on the final whistle to end the game narrowly defeated 2%5.

Castleford lost their shape in the second half as Malton played some good controlled rugby and both
sides vent close on at least 2 other occasions but the defences held.







